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ENERGY ECONOMICS 


BARBADOS 


FIVE~Y"AR PLAN FOR BOOST IN NATURAL GAS READY FOR CABINET OK 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 4 Aug 83 pl 


[Text ] 


The National Petroreum 


COMPOration tas arawn uy 
a five-year development pian for submission to 


Cabinet which will see natural gas cote gg the 
greater part of St. Michael and Christ Ch by 1987. 

Mr ron Truts, chairman of the National 
Petroleum Corporation, said yesterday that the 
corporation needed just Bds$5 million to get this 
distribution plan off the ground. It is to get 
some of this money from the Venezuelan Investment 
Fund with which negotiations are now taking place. 

Mr. Truss said ie 7 while the corporation 
can Vv adequately service its present customers 
and easily handle some more, it did not have the 
finance at present to put down new distribution 
mains. 


He said too that whild natural gas was in great 
demand by consumers in the morning, at lunchtime 
and in the evening, the corporation depended on the 
Barbados Light and Power to purchase in the off- 


at ' 
ie Lass dats toads Wad 0 ned tor wore tntuntetas 
customers, operating on a 24-hour basis. 


Mr Truss said it was anticipated that natural gas 
production would increase by 600 000 cubic feet in the 
coming year. 

He said that the company had shown a profit in 
excess of $2 million for the nine months, ending 
March 31 this year. 


CSO: 3298/859 


He said that after being in operation for some 15 
months, the company's first annual report was now 
being considered by the Board of Directors and would 
shortly be presented to Cabinet and Parliament. 

The chairman said that Barbados’ natura! gas 
reserves were estimated at 130 million cubic metres 
and most of the gas was to be found at Woodbourne, 


Some Ps! feet of mains were laid during the last 
natural gas pipeline system now 


resea of who would be ists in 
leum and petroleum economics 
Mr. Truss sai 


There are also plans for the computerjsation of the 
err ny and commercial activities of the cor- 
poration. 




















ENERGY ECONOMICS 


CONFLICTING FIGURES REPORTED ON ENOC EARNINGS 


Griffith Report on Profits 


Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE in English 31 Jul 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


A $2.6 million profit on Wood- 
bourne crude oil sales in the first 
nine months of local ownership has 
justified the Barbados Govern- 
ment’s decision to purchase the 
assets of Mobil Exploration of 
Barbados Incorporated. 

The Minister of E and Natural 
Resources, Senator Clyde Griffith, said 
yesterday that the Barbados National 
Vil Company ‘BNOC), the national 
successor to the foreign Mobil Com- 
pany, had made the profit after $14.5 
million in sales of crude oil from 
Woodbourne to the Mobil refinery. 

He was commenting on the Oil 
Company's audited financis! statement 
for year ending March 31, 1983. Last 
month | June), oi] output hit a new hi 
of 1 110 barrels a day continuing 
steady rise achieved in a new shallow 
drilling programme since the Govern- 
ment took over operations at Wood- 
bourne from Mobil in July last season. 

This upward trend was set soon after 
takeover when production increased 
significantly from 700 barrels a day in 
August to over 1 900 barrels a day last 
a | production had 

r ol ion con- 
tinued to thrive under Government 
administration with the second highest 
level of 1,046 barrels a day as the 
monthly average during last May. 

Corporation figures for the first six 
months of 1983 show that the Govern- 
ment achieved more than 60 per cent 
increase in oil production compared 
with the Mobil output from the same 


Woodbourne oil field from January to 
June, 1962. The cumulative production 
figures for the 1962 six-month period 
showed 104 154 barrels of oil compared 
with the same January to June 
production of 167 260 barrels in 1983. 
Natural gas also showed a significant 
yer in = ‘—e or periods — 
anuary to June, 1962 production was 
155.3 m cubic feet and 285.6 million 
cubic feet January to June 1983. 
Expressing his satisfaction at the 
impressive performance of BNOC and 
the output of Woodbourne, Senator 
Griffith said that it was heartening to 
note that the July ion was also 


running at more than 1100 barrels of 
crude a day. 


“What is significant in the periods 


compared, is that in 1982 the operation 
was run one of the major multi- 
national oil companies ’’ the Minister 
said. ‘‘The figures tend to support the 
decision of the Government to take over 
the oil field and run it as a national 
entity.”’ 

He added that this could not have 
been achieved without considerable 
assistance from the Canadian 
Government through Petro-Canada. 

“The new heater-treaters that are 
currently being installed at Wood- 
bourne by Petro-Canada. will go a long 
way towards enhancing the production 
capabilities of the field,"’ he said. 

“The achievement also portends wel] 
since it will have a significant impact 
on our oil import bill." said Senator 
Griffith. 


BARBADOS 


Whereas, in 1970 Barbados paid 
Bds$4.3 million for its oi] imports or 2.1 
per cent of its foreign exchange ear- 
nings, in 1981 the cost had risen to 
Bds$92.5 million or 23.6 per cent of this 
nation's export earnings. The oil import 
Bill for 1982 was $75.6 million, 16 per 
cent below the previous year. 

The Minister said that if the oil field 
operation continued in the current vein 
it simply meant that Barbadians could 
expect a further drop in the nation’s 
import bill for 1983. 

n 1982, totai domestic production 
was just over 258 000 barrels and 

t figures indicate, according to 

tor Griffith, that “if the current 

trend continues, we may find that we 

wil achieve for 1983 the highest 

production ever in Barbados. This is a 

record of which all Barbadians can feel 
justly proud.” | 

‘In addition to the tangible con- 
tribition made by Petro-Canada, 
another element which is beneficial has 
been the training to which Barbadians 
have been exposed through the 
agreement. A number of Barbadians 
now have the competence to be ef.- 
fective managers in the oil field 
operation. 

‘The only position sttll to be filled :s a 
general manager who will replace the 
incumbent appointed by Petro- 
Canada. In the fina] analysis the aim of 
the Government is to find a Bar- 
badian with the requisite and com- 

ence to continue the good work,’ 

tor Griffith said. ‘ BGIS) 




















Gloom Over Future 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 4 Aug 83 p l 


[Text } 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in 


| Text } 


CSO: 


The drop in the price of oil on the 
world market last March will cost 
the local oil company an estimated 
Bds$4 6 million in lost revenue over 
the next projected year. 

This was revealed by Mr. Louis 
DeVerteuil, chairman of the 
Barbados Nati .al Oil Company 
Limited, yesterday. 

Mr. DeVerteuil said that the drop in 
oil prices represents a loss of Bds$10 on 
aol barrel of oil produced in Bar- 

He said that the company was hoping 
to make up for this lost revenue either 
by injecting funds or increasing its 
production figure. 

He, however, pointed out yesterday 
that while the projected production rate 
was 1 260 barrels a day on average, 
local oi! fields at Woodbourne, 


Philip, would be to produce 
some 1 475 barrels a day to make up for 
the loss. 

He described this figure as 


“unrealistic”. 
‘In a run-down of the company’s 
achievements over the last year, the 
chairman noted that for its nine months 
of operation last vear..there was a 
profit of Bds$2.6 million from crude oi) 
Sades, a ormance he described as 
“acceptable 

He said that it was hoped to repeat 
this performance during the coming 


year 


The company drilled 13 wells in its 
first nine months of operation-—-from 
July last year to March 31 this year— 
and of these 12 were successful. The 
local oil wells which were producing 650 
barrels a day when Government took 
them from the Mobil Oil Company are 
now producing at a rate of 1 100 barrels 
a —§ Mr. DeVerteuil said. 

il sales for this period consisted of 
227 629 barrels at a price of $14.5 
million, he said. 

Mr. DeVerteuil said that the com- 
pany was now getting ready to test the 
results of recent drilling at Fisherpond, 
St. Thomas but it did not look as though 
this effort was as successful as was 
hoped. There are plans to dril] another 
well at Fisherpond over the next year, 
he added. 

The company intends to continue its 
drilling oor next year, he 
revealed and this would include the 
drilling of some 18 wells, 17 of which are 
expected to be drilled at Woodbourne, 
St. Philip. 

Mr. Verteuil said that before 
Government took over the fields, it was 
costing some $1 million to drill each 
well. This cost was now down to $900 000 
a well, he said. 

The chairman said that with the 
reduction in this cost, increased 
production and no further drops in price 
on the world market, the company 
looked forward to a favourable result at 
the end of the coming year. 


DLP Charge of ‘Misleading Figures’ 


English 6 Aug 83 p 1 








D-. Richie Haynes, Opposition 
spokesman on finance and Pilan- 
ning, yesterday cailed on 
Government to stop publishing 
what he termed ‘‘misleading 
figures of profitability’’ on the 
sales of crude oil from Wood- 
bourne, to the Mobil ‘‘topping”’ 
Refinery plant. 


He also said that Government 
shoud proceed to implement a 
meaningful energy policy within 
the constraints outlined by the 
Caribbean energy experts at the 
request of the Heads of Govern- 
ment in Ocho Rios last year, and 
subsequently reviewed by Energy 
Ministers in the region and t 
Heads of Governments in Trinidad. 


‘At present.’ Dr. Haynes said, 
‘Barbadian consumers are paying 


3298/859 


Bds$si million a year more than 
epg gd oil products and this 
$31 million a year ride on the 
energy merry-go-round is directly 
attributable to the ill-advised 
hase of the assets of Mobil 
xploration Limited at an exor- 
bitant price.’ 

Dr. Haynes also included in the 
$31 million the ‘‘in house’ pricing 
arrangement with Mobil Refinery 
which could now demand the level 
of differential payment it wanted. 
the excessive cost of fuel to the 
Barbados Light and Power 
Company; the $7 million tax 
‘‘levied’’ on consumers for elec- 
tricity: and the subsidy to the 
Barbados National Oil Corporation 
“to give it an appearance of 
profitability.” 

Dr. Havnes said that when all the 


Le 


hidden costs. such as the subsid:. 
the cost of servicing a $26 million 
hard currency loan and so on, were 
taken into consideration. ‘‘the 
Woodbourne exercise would have 
to be operating at a considerabie 
loss to the entire community. 


Dr. Haynes claimed that the 
country paid dearly ‘‘for the 198! 
oil propaganda exercise. 


Government now had an ideal 
opportunity, he said. to implement 
# successful energy policy which 
will also go a long way towards 
improving the country's position in 
the Caricom Multilateral Facility. 
strengthening the market situation 
for manufacturers: and reducing 
substantially the cost of energy to 
the productive sectors and to ai! 
other categories of consumers 


EES 











COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CARIBBEAN FOOD CORPORATION SAID TO BE AT ‘CROSSROADS’ 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 8 Aug 83 p l 





[Article by Courtney King] 


{Text ] 


The Caribbean Food Cor- 
poration (CFC) is at the cross- 
roads 

This follows a decision by the 
CARICOM Heads of Govern- 
ment conference no to provide: 
any more equity funding for 
the seven-year-old regional 
institution. 

Barbados) Minister of . 
Agriculture, Dr Richard 
Cheltenham, said in an interview 
with the Barbados Advocate 
yesterday, that the Directors of the 
CFC were preparing a paper on the 
imalicationg of the Heads of 
Government decision, and setting 
out the options ahead of the Cor- 
poration | 

Dr Cheltenham who is Chair- 
man of the Board of Governors of 
the CFC, said that he is ng that 
the preparations c com- 
slated | be September this year, and 
that there could be a meeting of 

Regional Agricultural Ministers 
not later than October, to discuss 
the CFC and other related matters 


The Minister said that the Heads 
of Government decision had 
‘serious implications for the CFC, 
and added that the future of the 
Corporation was now al the cross- 
roads 


The question is where do we go 
from here. said Dr. Cheltenham, 
while reviewing the state of the 
CFC which ne said was at crisis 


3298 /860 


CS0: 





the 
natoauaes Wesas Dever 
tura re e 
ment a i Ne + A 
two ma regional institut 
that have helped to fashion the 
Caribbean Food and Nutrition 
Strategy, or the Caribbean Fcod 
Plan, as it is more familarily 
known. with inputs from the 
Agricultural Development 
Division of the CARICOM 
Secvetariat, and the Governments 
of the respective territories. 


Dr. Cheltenham said that the 
lem which faced, the regional 
ernments was that these two 

gee CARD! and 

Cc not been functioning 

effectively. 

He Rae oe the 
Agricultura inisters 
had looked at these two 
institutions and came up 
with proposals and 
strategies to get them 
functioning again. B'' the 
decision by Heads of 
Government not to 
provide any further 
equity funding for the 

CFC had throwr the 


Corporation in a state of 
crisis 


According to the 
Minister, the a for 
the ironing out the 
management problems of 
CARDI were already in 
train. 


He explained that in its 
seven years of existence. 
CFC had only had a 
manager for two years. It 
never got a headqua 
agreement with the host 
country, 
had only had about four or 


five projects, none of 


| 


rters , 
Trinidad, and © 


which could be said to be | 


@ success story. 

Dr. Cheltenham said 
that the Heads of 
Government decision 
meant that the CFC, 
while stil] able to continue 
projects to which it was 
committed, or for which it 
eo) ey my 
unding, will not able 
to cnlertahe any new 
projects. 

said that at a 
meeting of Agricultural 
Ministers which he hoped 
could take place by 
October, this year, “We 
will have to examine the 
implications, and look at 


all the options opened to 
us.”’ 


Asked if the Heads of 
Government decision 
meant the end of the road 
for the CFC, Dr 


Cheltenham said, ‘'! 
cannot say this. I will 
have to wait for the 
decision on the future of 
the Corporation when the 
Ministers meet. ° 














COUNTRY SECTION 





INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


IMPROVED JAMAICA-BAHAMAS TRADE TIES ANTICIPATED 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 4 Aug 83 p 15 


{Text ] 


The exchange of vis- 
‘its between Jamai- 
co's Prime Minister 
Edword Seaga and 
‘Bahamas Premier 
tynden Pindling 
aims to trigger off 
mutual trade rela- 
tions between the 
two CARICOM 
states. 

The visit of Pome Min- 
ister Pindling to Jamaica 
last weekend as guest of 
the Jamaican Government 
on the occasion of the 
country’s 21st anniversary 
celebrations followed a 
similar invitanon to Mr. 
Seaga earlier this month to 
participate in the Bahamas 
independence festivities. 

The relationship be- 
tween borh countnes was 
cemented at the recent 
CARICOM Heads of Gov- 
ernment “summit” in Tnn- 
idad, where Bahamas 
became the I3th member 
ot the region’s community 
ot states organization. 

Sir Lynden Pindling, at- 
rer signing the Tready of 
Chaguaramas = tormalising 
his country’s membership 
fa )=—C CARICOM, ss invited 
member-states to send tra- 
de missions to his country 
which imports some 
US$600. million annually. 


CSO: 3298/860 


Although Bahamas is 
‘fiot a part of the Canbbe- 
an Common Market, and 
Jamaican goods will not 
qualify for duty-free entry 
there, the Bahamas is an 
important _hard-currency 
market. 


STUDY 


,, Deputy Pnme Minister, 
_the Rt. Hon. Hugh Shear- 
er, reviewed last Thursday, 
.at the first meeting of the 
new board of the Jamaica 
National Export Corpora- 
“tion, a comprehensive mar- 
ket research = on the 
Bahamas carned out by the 
Development and Trade 
Information Division of 
the Corporation with the 
assistance, in the Bahamas 
market, of Banish Airways. 
_ . The report was pre- 
pared by the J.N.E.C. in 
response to a directive 
from the Deputy Pnme 
Minister. 

J.N.E.C. . Board mem- 
ber, Mr. Geoffrey Messa- 
do, President of the 
Jamaica Exporters Associa- 
tron, said that based on the 
data provided by the docu- 
ment, it appeared that 
there was “quite a bit of 
prospect” in the Bahamas. 

He said that internal 
moves were being made by 
the J,E.A. so take up Sir 
Lynden’s invitation and 
make plans for a trade 
mission to visit the Baha- 
mas dunmng October this 


year. 
Mr. Messado said thar 


WI 


the J.E.A. had been in 
close contact with the Ba- 
hamas Chamber of Com- 
merce aND with individual 
businessmen in the Baha- 
mas with a view to explor- 
ing the possibilities of 
penetrating the Bahamian 
market. 

According to the 
J.N.E.C’s market research 
document, the Bahamas is 
an affluent market-place, 
importing most of its food, 
clothing, dry goods, hard- 
ware, building supplies and 
general merchandise for 
220,000 local residents and 
1.9 million annual visitors. 

This pattern of high 
importation, coupled with 
unrestrained foreign ex- 
change, a stable economy 
and very few impor re- 
stnctions, makes the Baha- 
mas a very 
market for certain Jamai- 
can goods, the J.N.E.C. 
document said. 

Jamaica at present ex- 
ports to the Bahamas 
products including rum, 
cigars, jewellery, pertumes, 
garments and records. 
However, the J.N.E.C. 
document indicated that 
the potential existed to 
expand trade in these items 
and to develop the marker 
tor other items such as 
furniture, beer, craft, se- 
lected foods and home- 
furnishings. 


attractive. 





TOURISM 


“The greatest potential 
for Jamaican exporters ex- 
ists in goods that are 
geared towards the Baha- 
mian tounst trade,” the 
report outlined. 

The document noted 
that the major market seg- 
ment in the Bahamas was 
in tounsm, a market struc- 
ture with which Jamaican 
manufacturers were quite 
familiar, given this island's 





developed tourist industry. 

The document recom- 
mends that Jamaican man- 
ufacturers who make 
goods complementary to 
the tounst industry, con- 
centrate on this market as 
they will be able to offer 
products in a tounst econ- 
omy similar to that of Ja- 
maica. 

It also recommends a 
group promotional effort 
to reinforce and introduce 
Jamaican products. This 
should be in the form ot 
an exhibition and trade 
mission to the Bahamas 
some tirne in September to 
catch the peak winter sea- 
son. 
The document adds: 
“The market exists, but 
how it is approached and 
the package we offer de- 
termines whether we can 
carve a larger niche for 
Jamaica or not”. 











COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


BARBADOS AID TO ST LUCIA--The St. Lucia government has asked the Barbados 
Government for help in streamlining its foreign service operations. And, accord- 
ing to informed sources in New York, the Adams Government has decided to send a 
senior foreign service officer to Castries for a two-year stint as head of the 
St. Lucia foreign service. The request for assistance reportedly came from 

St. Lucia's prime minister, Mr John Comptom, and it was made to the Barbados 
Prime Minister, Mr Tom Adams. It is understood that the person who is high on 
the list for selection is Mr Clifton Maynard who is now serving in Washington. 
Maynard has had extensive experience in overseas offices. He has worked in 
London, New York, Ottawa and Washington. A few months ago, the Government was 
planning to recall him to Bridgetown to act as Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry of Health. [Text] [Bridgetown THE NATION in English 2 Aug 83 p 9] 


CSO: 3209/860 











COUNTRY SECTION 





ANALYSIS OF DLP LEADERSHIP SITUATION FINDS PARTY WANTING 


Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE in English 7 Aug 83 p 4 


[Article by Henry Christopher] 


{Text ] 


Contebgace Mince the 


Demesrate Leben 


Party s 
guccegsive Genera 
Elections 


and the 

leadership © that 
tedly been re 

y a discriminatin 


be done to face up to 

critical issue. 
As a matter of fact, the 

situa _— 





diminished 
capabilities of Mr. 
Barrow for the 


member of the DLP, no 





became Prime 
ter.”’ 7 

‘Among many other 
or this statement 
subtly: implies that the 
DLP has no objections to 
Mr. Tom Adams con- 
tinuing to be Prime 
Minister and to the BLP 


who: 


could not have 


asked‘ for ‘a better’ 


testimdria). 
Furthermore, Mr. 


’s statement in- 
dicate and confirms | 
what ‘has long been | 


_ Mr. Branford Taitt. The 
. Other camp is said to be 
- rallying around the 


organisation is con- 
cerned, the most burning 
issue is that of the body’s 
future leadership. In 
other words, to the rank 
file it really does 


matter who becomes.’ 








' regarded 


BARBADOS 


. According to reports 
from within the DLP, it is 
felt that at this stage the 
party should be con- 


centrating on producing a 
new itton pons 
who would first have to be 
creditable to the DLP 
before he could be ac- 
cepted as an aiternative 
Prime Minister by the 


Mr, Barrow. The division 
4S more bitter than ‘even 
in the totality of the party, 
with the majority of the 
enerai membership 
cking DLP President, : 


banner of Dr. Richie 
‘Haynes, at one time 
in political 
circles as heir apparent 
and automatic successor 
to Mr. Barrow. 

But that is not all. The 
Situation for the DLP is 


_ further complicated b 


the fact that there is stii] 


_ some backing for Erskine 
| Sandiford as a com- 
, promise 


Opposition 


ader, should the 











CSO: 








casualty-laden, 
ading  ~<“io 









organisational 


ee ath Mes 


» Fund). These 
eer oe a a 
and strains exerted by the Ha 


Ik matter ey hed 


3298/862 





initially come to believe 
that party had a 
controversial issue which 


way the 
turned out especially 
since the realities of 
economic life in Barbados 


f ing through the 
y ’* agreement with 
the IMF. Opponents of 
Dr ynes are sa 


lot of dama to its 


role for which he has had 
no formal training or 
practical experience. 

And as if this was not 
= eh, say = — of 

; nes, 8 gone 
to England and serious] 
overstated the social, 
political and economics 
problems of Barbados, 
evoking memories of his 
overstating the case for 
the party's anti-IMF 
position. 

Some members of the 
DLP are saying that they 
will be going all out to 
force a debate over the 
question of the future 
leadership of the party, 
on the floor of the annual 
conference. It is felt that 
it is time that the matter 
re up s apy | 
and squarely. To put it 
any longer would be to 
endanger the future 
fortunes of the party at 
the polls. 

The question is: Does 
the DLP dare do the 
required thing and seek to 
deal with its future? Does 
it have within it the 
strength to survive the 
final act of departure of 
Mr. Barrow? 

















COUNTRY SECT LON BARBADOS 





ECONOMIC SLTUATION ASSESSED FROM VARLOUS PERSPECTIVES 
Favorable Expectations 
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 29 Jul 83 p 1 


| Text } 


BARBADOS' 1964 sugar harvest is 
expected to yield 115 000 tonnes of 
suger, ac g to Central Bank Ad- 
visor, Mr, Winston Cox. 


Giving a review of the Barbados economy 
for the first half of 1983, Cox said that next 
year's crop, which was originally estimated 
to produce 100 000 tonnes, had shown 
greater signs of improvement because of 
what the sugar industry called ‘‘very high ef- 
fective rainfall this year"’. 


Cox that the crop would get off to a good start, 
and that the relations that preva during the 1983 
crop would continue. He described thern as ‘relatively 
trouble-free”. 

However, he said that this year's crop was disap- 
pointing in that only 65 000 tonnes of sugar was produc- 


115 000 tonnes 
expected next 
crop — and all 


because of the rains 


-_--- 


That was the smallest crop 
since that of 79 000 tonnes in 
1948. 

Cox noted that the acreage 
harvested was reduced because 
a number of small farmers went 
out of sugar production this year. 


THREE TIMES MORE 


Dealing with the balance of 
payments tion, Cox said that 
the island's foreign exchange 
reserves had increased by $50 
million, almost throe times more 
than for the first half of 1962. 





He considered this to be ‘‘very 
heartening’, and said that the 
Central Bank wouid like to take 
~ to encourage that trend. 

pointed out that some of the 
factors that had contributed to 
the increase were a steady in- 
crease in tourist earnings and 
substantial capital inflows for 
public utilities, while the 
Government also received a 
US$7 million loan in April from 
USAID to assist with the local 
cost of school and factory 
bui projects funded by the 
World and to provide dis- 
counts through the Central Bank 


to the producing sectors. 

He also said thal in January 
and june, Berbados drew 
$6 ion and $8.5 million, 
under _ the stand-by _— ar- 
rangement with the International 
Monetary Pund (IMF). 


INCREASED INFLOWS 


He noted that the Government 
had been increasing its capital 
inflows by drawing on its project 
loans because of delays in reim- 
bursement. 

The Central Bank adviser add- 
ed that there had been a gradual 


? 


fall in debt service payments, 
both in: the public and private 
sectors because sugar shipments 
had slowed down. 


He said that electronic com- 
ts had taken over as the 
eading export item on the export 
markets. He also pointed out that 
the level of imports was slowing 
down. 


Cox noted that there was a 
slowdown in inflation, with the 
average rate for the 12-month 

ending June this year at 
7.8 percent. compared with 11.2 | 
percent to June, 1982. 











Inflation, Price Situation 





Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 29 Jul 83 p 1 





of the year the 
number of visitors was six 
cent higher than for the 


corresponding period last 












e. Mr. Cox said signs were that 
the 1964 sugar crop should be a 
rrx-re nt 
Although the r cane 
14 harvelt wae relatively trouble 
free, the level of i 
to. was ting. Only 85 000 
$s: = 
go” sioce that of 79 000 in 1546 


DLP Disagreement 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 8 Aug 83 p 2 





[Text ] 

The official In a review of the On rise in tourist funds out of the Caricom 
Democratic abour economy last month, the So Dr. Haynes eid ae itiiateral Clearing 
Party (DLP) has brushed Central Bank said the this; appeared at- Facility, further external 
aside the Central Bank's Barbados y ap tributable to . borrowing can be ex- 
assessment that the owed OS an oe ree an a to by the Govern- 
Ba economy, on r redaetate in air fares ment and the Central 
the basis of its = . fo between Barbados and Bank. 
formance during the the United States where 
half of the year, is ap the bully of visitors came The CMCF, a credit 
parently recovering from from 4nd lower hote} mechanism to facilitate 
a three-year slump. rates hére. trade among Caricom 

Dr. Richie Haynes, the Tye email increases (Caribbean Community’ 
party's chief man in tourist arrivals wunino, | member countries. had 


generate significant 
increages in earnings by 
this sector. In any event, 
the situation remains bad 


tinuing employment 
losses 
escalation of the public 





debt and the public when one compares the 
guaranteed debt to shore performance of this 
up the 8 foreign sector in 1979 and 1980,” 
reserves id not he said. 
represent economic The DLP 
improvement. parliamentarian said the 
Under normal cir- liquidity problem 
cumstances, oy Dog remained a matter of 
— aor ne grave concern and unless 
ee there is some 
hrough arrangement to get more 


10 








up to mid-year owed 


Barbados US$65 million. 
Dr. Haynes claimed 
that ‘“‘with progressive 
impoverishment of its 
citizens and severe cut- 
backs in the social ser- 
vices and subsidies to the 
oor, Government's 
inancial position should 
have improved.” 


He said, too, that is was 
difficult to assess the net 
benefits of increased oil 
ogee which had 

achieved at ‘an 
intolerable cost to the 
community ° 














Expectations From Tourism 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 29 Jul 83 p 4 


[Text ] 


government econemists 
say the per 
formance in has 


was low becat’ 
tensive replan:..i 1st 


continued to increase, but 
not at the rapid rate 
last year. 


The U.S. market has been 
in the forefront of this 

, accounting for a 
two rds increase in 
arrivals from this source 


for the six-month period. 

Tourist Board Director 
Hinds said the authorities 
were heartened by the 


ll 


. decline. in 


trates this effort in the 
mid-Atlantic states, New 
England and the south 
Atlantic states. , 

The optimistic forecasts . 
are supported by the fact 
that real output in the 


half of both 1981 and last 
year, remained stable in 
the first six months of the 
year. 

Central Bank Governor 
Dr. Courtney Blackman 
told a news conference: 
“The tourism industry in 


Barbados has benefitted 


substantially from the 
economic recovery in the 
United States, leading to 
the apparent arrest of the 
economic 
activity on the island.” 

He said it was still too 
early to herald an end to 


Winston Cox said ‘‘things 
have reached the bottom, 
more or less.’’ (CANA) 























Decline in Food Imports 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 4 Aug 83 p 1 


[Text ] 











BARBADOS’ food This year, $12229788 —_ Similarly Barbados’ domestic 
bill fer the first worth of food stuff was | ere ets See 
mente of Gite yots SB by imported in January, it he igen 4 _ 
almost $7 incem- j§whilein February, itdrop- _ the same period last year. 
perison with the same = ped to $8 713788, and | 
‘period last year. ‘then — to $13 477 659 ; — ah gy nie yoy Pood 
| to |in March. oe ge ye Pag booeg 
‘from the Government In January last yesr. the food $18 190 800 was exported dur: 
‘Statistical ent, | import bill was $11 734413: | ing those months of last yeer. 
the food import bill for month this year. The February The domestic export figures 
this for January 1982 figure was much lees than __ for the first three months of 1963 
to March | rae etaee! | pases, lesser, 077188. 
$34 421 260, for This 71 178 decrease. | $1 256 184 | 
in was 6 $47711 | ‘ | 
| For 1962 the figures were: | 
a3 2 rm Gere oe | | GIS URE TTI cnesth. Ch tecteait| | lanuaty $15 163 812. Febreary | 
ee yey decrease of ,was brought into Barbados, | py end = March. 
| $3 625 063 less than the same | 1 . | 
$6 653 913. | mantts thio voor. | 


Barrow on Consumerism 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 2 Aug 83 p 24 


[Text ] 


BARBADOS is the worst kind of consumer society 
anywhere in the world. 

So said Leader of the tion, Errol Barrow on Sunday while 
addressing a seminar by the rn Zone of the Democratic Labour 


Party at Princess Margaret School, St. Philip. 


Said he: I would like to see some indigenous creativeness in our society. I’m 
afraid we are not a very creative society, and do not make use of our new raw materials.’ 


He wondered if we were not once the party was elected to rters of the Interne- 
sufferin from some And, one of the first Monetary Fund”. He said 
impediment, which things that would be tached that the House of Parliament 
prevented us from things in be the education system would then have the say in the 
our Own way. oi po che dig was being “whit use of public funds, which it did 
edvertising ewey . now have. 
sagsads of North America. Seid “One of the first "in on oblique reference to @ 
continued: “I do not things, of course, is to do away statement thet there was “ram- 
want to be a minister of a with the burden which has been pant corruption’ in the Govern- 
Ss ‘ imposed on parents by the exor- ment’s housing ae 
He went on to say however bitant fees for textbooks.’ reported in the AY SUN, 
that as far as the perty wes con He said that the present fees Barrow said thet. if there was 
cerned, it did not matter who restored the ty which ox- | amy casing te te Covenant. 
became minister. isted before the government | it would in the statutory 
He AQ dapat had introduced the textbook pa ge Coed 
seeking. or the money, or echeme. people who should up 
ee representation (of the Also, he said, the school meals | on 
people), and because one f eqeten See Oe See | Berrow referred next to the 
there is a which can Government. They | National Debt of Barbedos, and 
be ca out?” sade sanee ty of the | said thet it was increasing by 
The theme of his eddress to the meals which were 8 fed to $100 million per year, and now 
Chae Deere was The Wey the school children of Barbados. stood at $700 million. 
Ferwerd. in it. he disclosed thet The second would be to He said it was a ‘‘pretty grim 
he thought there was « lot of bring beck the itution of picture’, and asked his listeners 
restorative work’ to be done. Berbedos from Washington to bear in mind that ours was e 
where it now resides. in the | perliamentary system. 


CSO: 


3298/861 




















COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


HOUSING CORRUPTION CHARGED; NHC UNDER INVESTIGATION 


ef 


Brathwaite Charges 
Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 31 Jul 83 p l 


[Text] Ministry to call in private sector $5 million...that is the amount 
Minister of Housing Mr L.B. Brathwaite says that "rampant corruption” and 
inefficiency in Government's housing programmes has cost Barbadian taxpayers. 


$17 million...that is the total amount he estimates that non-payment of rents 
and loans added to the corruption, inefficiency and "outright laziness” has 
cost. 


And to solve the problem, according to Brathwaite, Government is now planning 
to put a significant portion of its housing construction programme in the hands 
of the private sector. 


Speaking in New York on his way home from Washington where he signed a Bds $20 
million loan agreement for lower income housing development and improvement of 
Minister said: 


"This situation constitutes a burden which Government cannot continue to bear. 
Government has out, I believe, if you total the amounts from the General Workers 
Fund for loans and from National Housing Corporation (NHC) rents for lands and 
housing, in the region of $12 million.” 


He felt there was no private investor who would be able to exist under those 
circumstances and said it was unreasonable to expect taxpayers to continue to 
carry that type of burden for ever. 


Brathwaite said he was tired of frequently criticising the NHC but that corruption 
was rampant, inefficiency was everywhere and that people involved in the public 
sector housing were allergic to work. 


He continued: "In those circumstances it is difficult for me to advise 
Government other than to privatise, I believe the time has come for most of 
the NHC work, including housing accommodation to be thus handled." 


13 














According to Brathwaite, the losses which Government has suffered over the years 
in its efforts to house the nation would not have gone on for so long if the 
private sector had been involved in the programme.” 


He argued that Government would realise significant cost savings and at the same 
time improve efficiency with a system which included putting projects out to 
tender and having quantity surveyors costing the projects before they were 
implemented. 


Cabinet Probe 
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 2 Aug 83 p 1 


[Text] Prime Minister Tom Adams said yesterday that his Cabinet is now inves- 
tigating operations at the National Housing Corporation (NHC), in which some 
staff members had been allocating houses, the methods of which might be contrary 
to the guidelines laid down by the Government. 


If the investigation revealed that the practice was against the law, then the 
Government would take the necessary steps to correct it, the Prime Minister 
said. 


He was reacting to statements made by Democratic Labour Party spokesman on 
housing, Warwick Franklin. 


The DLP spokesman had commented on remarks made by Minister of Housing, 
L.B. Brathwaite, in New York and published in the SUNDAY SUN. 


Brathwaite had spoken about "rampant corruption” and inefficiency in Government's 
housing programme, and said that this had cost the Barbadian taxpayers $5 
million. 


Franklin said that Brathwaite's statement was damaging to be made by a minister 
of any Government, and particularly over a ministry which he had control. 


[t was his contention, Franklin said, that in a situation where there was a 
need for housing at every level of the community, that such statements, coming 
from the minister of housing, should not go unchecked by his Cabinet colleagues, 
and finally, the Prime Minister. 


Franklin felt that both the Prime Minister and the minister of housing owned 
an explanation of the statement to the people of Barbados and in the light of 
this, instruct the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) to take appropriate 
action against the parties concerned. 


"The Prime Minister, as chairman of the Cabinet, should call on his minister 
of housing to resign," Franklin said. 


Prime Minister Adams explained yesterday that the corruption that Brathwaite 


spoke about was prior to 1973, and it was evident when the Hanschell Commission 
had to be called in to investigate. 


1 








Adams said that the commission's investigations had revealed that there had 
been some irregularities in the Ministry of Housing at that time. 


Opposition Charges 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 2 Aug 83 p 2 


[Text] The Ministry of Housing is not adequately staffed to initiate any take-off 
in the house construction industry in Barbados. 


This charge was made last Tuesday in the House of Assembly by Opposition parlia- 
mentarians, Mr Warwick Franklin, in reaponse to remarks by Prime Minister Tom 
Adams that the availability of some $14 million to Government would lead to a 
considcrable expansion in house building. 


Impression 


"Despite the fact that the administration is giving the impression they are 


zeroing in on housing problems they are falling down very badly on administering 
their funds,” Franklin stated. 


He added: "If housing is to be a priority they have to not only provide money 


but strengthen the Ministry of Housing with people [words indistinct] 
implement projects." 


Franklin also said that nothing appeared to be happening in the Ministry of 
Housing since the new minister took office and dismissed the old board and sus- 
pended the manager of the National Housing Corporation. 


Personnel 


He stated he was concerned over the hundreds of plantation tenantries which 
needed to be serviced under the terms of the Tenantry Freehold Purchase Act but 


it was clear that the ministry neither had the personnel nor was able to obtain 
outside persons to handle this task. 


Taitt Disagreement With Adams 
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 2 Aug 83 p 2 


[Text ] was not @ New source of tunds 


DANGEROUS 











PPOSITION perliamenterian 
sar, mrestees Taitt hee described 
by Prime Minister Tom Adams 


Taitt declared that the Prime 


being obtained by Government 
because “we have already 


‘debated these monies already”’. 


F . ing 
that the island's was ebout to be Minister was utter 
significantly improved. words” and giving 
Speaking in the House of = everyone the imgoorsion that He also said he was hearing 
Assembly last Tuesday during everything was well in Barbados. “foolish talk” about an improve- 
his introduction of ment of the tourist industry but 
t resolution seeking ‘He can't ur and say this is one only had to look at tourist 
on for Government to draw the end the recessionary ng patterns to realise 
sion $14 million from the Con- period and the beginning of @ — there was no real improvements 
| solidated Fund. Adams had sa new . he said. in the situation. 
that the money would fuel an ex- Taitt stated he didn't believe 
nsion in the island's economy there would be any initiation of a 


struction. 


largescale progremme in 
the island and the $14 million 
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Union Call for Government Policy 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 6 Aug 83 p 1 


[Text] The Barbados Workers’ Union is urging Government to recognise that a 
clearly defined policy on housing for Barbados is a major priority. 


In its weekly Press statement, the Union said it was unhappy with recent state- 
ments made by Housing Minister Mr Lloyd Brathwaite about the housing situation 
in Barbados. 


Mr Brathwaite was quoted in another section of the Press last weekend as saying 
that "rampant corruption” and inefficiency in Government's housing programmes 
had cost Barbadian taxpayers $5 million. 


The BWU said yesterday that by now Government's policy on housing should be so 
articulated that the public would be aware of what to expect and be in a posi- 
tion to examine the implementation of that policy. 


[t said: "The Union is aware that those who suffer most from this lack of 
policy are the poorer members of society who live in sub-standard housing. 


"We suggest that every effort should be made to correct the serious social 
imbalance in housing, which if left untreated, could have a similar effect on 
the society as a major natural calamity." 


The Union contended that over the years there had been a gradual decline in 
housing in the lower income sector while there had also been a growth in the 
population. 


"We feel that any attempt to solve this serious situation should not be left to 
ad hoc methods. 


"The Union is of the view that in some sectors, cost is so prohibitive that 
only the Government can provide the financing to construct housing for large 
numbers of people. 


[it argued that private entrepreneurs would not be able to procure financing 

at the same rates as Government and added: "The Union is satisfied that housing 
is of special importance to Barbados and every effort must be made to correct 

a social danger that is becoming worse every day." 


CSO: 3298/863 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


CLOSER TIES BEING SOUGHT WITH DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
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[Text ] 
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COUNTRY SECTLON BARBADOS 


WORKERS' WAGES, OTHER ISSUES ADDRESSED BY UNIONS, DLP 
NUPW Protest 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 2 Aug 83 pl 


[Text ] 
‘The National Union of Public Workers (NUPW) has U officiais said that a check with the 
eovened Government of deliberately delaying Poors Fh General's Office had revealed that ex 


workers 
nent oe Grete ee to Nees Sree ae gratia payments were made to those 
Pave been laid , forcing them to turn 





the who were employed by the of Defence and 
Severance Payment and the Cee one ee Oe ee ee a 
Insurance Fund. ene ee a " 
In @ release the NUPW said that there was an check with the or py Py 
difference in the qualification for ex- ments where they formerly worked to 
after five (a aontteawapdamrlarncmassey sadmmtvameed 
whieh was $a 
NUPW Re result of strenuous and 
mininmimn of The said me . 





now 
eligible for compensation and what is meant by 
ro masnabie has Ceemiy erened asters in that 
> 6 e 
Y” prior to 1963 only one public officer had ever received 
off severance payment and this was = 
was @ result of Government's — r tion by the NUPW; of instea 


Opposition Differences Over Wages 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 5 Aug 83 p 1 


[Text] The Parliamentary Opposition yesterday rejected a recent argument by the 
Central Bank that the refusal of trade union to heed its advice to go easy on 
wage increases over the last two years was partially responsible for Barbados’ 
present 14.7 percent unemployment level. 


Dr Richie Haynes, the Democratic Labour Party's chief spokesman on Finance, 
described the argument as "professionally unsound and theoretically absurd" 


saying data published by the Bank itself had showed that prices here had risen 
faster than wages over the past 10 years. 


".4++The Bank should have learnt the lesson of the past two years and recognise 
that wages suppressions, through its impact on productivity and the purchasing 


power of the community, can itself give rise to increasing unemployment", Dr. 
Haynes said in a statement. 
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He added: “Levels of employment and wages are ultimately dependent on the health 
of our external position, and there is not one shred of evidence to suggest that 
wages in any sector have damaged our external competitiveness, petitiveness." 


Dr. Haynes accused the Central Bank of collaboration with the Government in a 
"successful" policy of wages suppression, and said there must be a review of the 
role of the Bank in the local governmental systen. 


"The bank must appreciate that it is not a creature of the Minister of finance 
but the custodian of the financial welfare of and every Barbadian," Dr. Haynes 
said. 


Central Bank Governor Dr. Courtney Blackman, explaining his position on the wages 
issue, in a letter to the Press late last month, contended: "...far fewer 
workers would have been laid off had trade unions accepted the advice of the 
Central Bank in late 1980 and 198] to pursue a strategy of job protection § ither 
than wage maximisation." 


Walcott Remarks 
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 5 Aug 83 p l 


[Text] General Secretary of the Barbados Workers’ Union (BWU), Mr. Frank 
Walcott, feels that the trade union movement should not only be concerned with 
representing workers across the bargaining table but should add the new dimension 
of encouraging skills among workers. 


He was speaking at an exhibition of basketry and other crafts at "Unity House”, 
Roebuck Street, yesterday. 


lt was the culmination of a three-month skills’ training seminar organised by 
the Industrial Development Corporation and the BWU. 


The activity, which had some 30 participants, was primarily for workers who were 
made redundant and for schoolleavers. 


It was noted by the BWU's Public Relations Officer, Mr Orlando Scott, that straw- 
work had a high marketability, hence the stress on that craft. 


Mr Walcott felt workers in Barbados should spend some time in using their hands 
and brains. 


He said he was satisfied that a skilled worker possessed a feeling of self- 
confidence that would carry him or her through the years. 


He hoped that more workers will attempt to acquire skills in their spare time, 
noting that an idle mind and idle hands were useless. 


The BWU General Secretary said that as frow November all the BWU's activities 
will be consolidated under one roof--its new headquarters at Harmony Hall, 
Mt. Michael. 
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Mr Bertram Corbin, General Manager of the IDC Handicraft Division, said that 
judging from the high standard of the exhibits all the objectives of the train- 
ing seminar have been met. 


"We have successfully completed the assignment in providing a level of training 
from which participants would be able to make a living for themselves," he said. 


Mr Corbin said Barbados has few raw material resources but there is an abundance 
of straw throughout the island. 


CSO: 3298/862 
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


PHONES SWITCHED TO 7 DIGITS; OTHER ADVANCES PLANNED 


Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 7 Aug 83 p 2 


er BARBADIANS awake to a PY rr Parry ° peeneties 
new experience today. subscribers with three edditional 
Hs ese | dove ling worldwide, custom calling 
telephone subscribers : ; 
begin dialling new prmyeset ong ey three-way 
pe) ee 
this morning, in what has Today's conversion from five 
con BE oe of the digital modernisation pro 
significant t ca al n 
change, to date, in this toi Telaeae Gonna. 
country's ; at 444 will enable the con ito pro 
—_— cation vide more num d to 
change-over began Savio, whe tthe san tin 
at midnight, and was numbering ays 
eo $26 y mites s =e 
12:30 o' mor- 
, with new digital «Tamme (the largest ever), the 
t replacing the And, 48 Chief 
st -st » ae the Evelyn the 
Grazettes Ex . ao y would have 
ree its modernisation 
Only two numbers out- programme by the end of this 
side the telephone com- year, and be in e position te cve- 
pany’s Directory BEn- pe Nene Rage Bane 
quiries and Repairs Ser- te ent fouryoars during 
been ma 
od. Those are the Police nen fortis your nue the i 
Emer ency lines (112) and ree " extension 
ire Service's . et own 
vaich is reserved for fire td an ie extension fo t 
rts. Further tion will 
oe other numbers also take full effect this month. 
now with the digits when operators handling direc 
a2 43, and some toy > ee cor oe 
subscribers have been which the muneee enppuet 
a ce completely new will display the information re- 
numbers. quired. a 
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


ROAD IMPROVEMENT--Prime Minister Mr Tom Adams has announced Government's plans 
to completely rebuild the highway between Greenland, St. Andrew, and Checker ; 
Hall, St. Lucy. It is hoped that work on this project will start this year. 
He was speaking yesterday at the re-opening of Building Supplies Limited at 
Greenland. The plant which manufactures clay products, was closed for several 
months while reconstruction and renovation work was carried out to the tune of 
$5.9 million. Mr Adams said yesterday that the need for road improvement 
between Greenland and the Cement Plant at Checker Hall was vitally urgent 
because of the prediction that the heavy trucks which pass this road every ten 
minutes (cement plant traffic) could destroy the present road within six to 
eight months. As regards finance, Mr Adams, who is also Minister of Finance, 
noted that while the Transport Levy was generating funds for tenantry and 
subsidiary roads improvement which were going on every day, much more substan- 
tial sums were needed for major highway development. [Excerpts] [Bridgetown 
BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 30 Jul 83 p 1] 





SEWER LINK-UP REQUIREMENTS--Residences and business houses in and around Bridge- 
town will soon be presented with a time-table within which they must make connec- 
tions with the Bridgetown Sewerage Plant. Notice of this impending move was 
given yesterday by Barbados Water Authority general manager, Mr Nicki Sealy. 

Mr Sealy said that since the Sewerage Plant began operations last year, only 73 
connections had been made to date, from a list of more than 2,000 residences, 
office buildings and other business places. "Very soon we will be designating 

a time-limit within which certain people should hook up, but we would like as 
many customers as possible to make connections before we take such a step,” he 
said. Mr Sealy also said he wanted to remind all people that Government has 
available a Bds$6 million grant to help assist those who had to be connected. 
This money will be used to provide low-cost loans to home-owners to help them 
cover the cost of the connections to the Sewerage Plant. [Wynslo Phillips] 
[Excerpts] [Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 5 Aug 83 p 1] 


GINGER LILY EXPORT--Barbados has broken into an outside market with another 
home-grown crop; Red ginger lilies. The chairman of the National Conservation 
Commission, Mrs. Iris Bannochie, who made the disclosure, did not identify the 
market, but she said there was already a market in Canada, and another country 
had ordered weekly shipments of 3,000 lilies from September, next year. 

Mrs. Bannochie added she was also “hoping to export to markets in New York and 
Belgium. Mrs Bannochie told of plans for theginger lilies export trade, shortly 
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after she presented the Minister of Agriculture, Dr Richard Cheltenham, with 

a carbon copy of a manual, containing information pertaining to the growth, 
management and packaging of the lilies, whose scientific name is Alpinia 
Purpuratas. The minister said his administration had identified the ginger 
lilies, as one of the crops which could be exported successfully to both North 
American and Europe, but added: "We have to move with despatch, because the 
Jamaicans are making great strides in trying to get into the United States 
market with ginger lilies... "I think that we in the ministry will have to make 
sure that for September, 1984, we are ready with some acreuge for export.” 
[Excerpts] [Bridgetown THE NATION in English 9 Aug 83 p 11] 


HOTEL FAILURES--A second hotel on Barbados' south coast is to be sold by public 
auction as a result of its owners failing to meet levy tax commitments to Govern- 
ment. Arawak Inn of Inch Marlow, Christ Church will be sold by public auction 
next month. Last 21 July Accra Beach Hotel at Rockley, Christ Church, was sold 
for $1.6 million by public auction because of the failure of its owners to meet 
certain outstanding tax and other payments. Prime Minister Tom Adams had earlier 
told the House of Assembly that sale by public auction was the only recourse 

left to government after a number of businesses and individuals had built up 
sizeable tax arrears. In addition to Arawak I[nn, a small hotel property, a 
private residence and a section of a plantation are also to be sold by public 
auction within the next month or so as government continues its "get touch” on 
tax defaulters. [Excerpt] [Bridgetown THE NATION in English 3 Aug 83 p 1] 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


MARIN, PUP SCORED FOR STAND ON GUATEMALA QUESTION 
Punta Gorda TOLEDO STAR in English 7 Aug 83 p 5 
[Anonymous column "Machete"™] 


[Text] At a poorly attended PUP meeting, Hon Marin was accompanied by a bunch 
which included clowns, fanatics and hypocrites. Master Willy, the clown put 
his foot into his mouth once more, and Lee the fanatic wanted to impress Marin 
by giving TPP hell. ... ... oo. 


The people do not believe the PUPS anymore. For example a man like Francis 
Martinez who joined the PUP when he was kicked out of the UDP, is a prototype 
hypocrite. He gives Guatemala hell, even though it was there that he had a 
good job which gave him the money to build the house where he now lives. And 
when he accuses the TPP about getting Quetzales, he should accuse his sons 
first. Those who formed the TPP, and allegedly got, and still get Quetzales. 


Marin told the people that the Dispute with Guatemala has to be solved by one 
way or the other. That's good! How will it be done? By extending the hand 
of friendship, or by bringing in more foreign troops and Migs & Harriers? 
There is a saying: you can't have your cake and eat it. It is all empty 
talk, becuase the PUP have no intention of cooperating ... 


Marin also said that policemen and other government officers are receiving 
money from the marijuana traders and they will be penalized. That's good! When 
will this be done? ... . 

Wagner is a lucky man. He runs for election without offering anything. He wins 


and doesn't do a thing; and if he runs again, he will wil again. "Houmegi"! ... 


So long folks! 


MACHETE 


CSO: 3298/865 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


PAPER RAPS CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT LEWIS' VIEWS ON DEFENSE 
Punta Gorda TOLEDO STAR in English 7 Aug 83 p 3 


[Text] In a letter submitted to some newspaper editors, Mr Solomon Lewis, the 
Secretary General of the new Christian Democratic Party explains the position 
of his party which is headed by Dr Theodore Aranda, with respect to British 
defence for Belize, the Guatemalan Claim and what should be done. 


Mr Lewis right away does not trust the British, and fears that Britain and 
U.S.A. are urging Belize to give up something (eg. land to Guatemala), and that 
if this is not done, Britain "will withdraw" their troops and leave us defence- 
less. 


The C.D.P. Release does not trust the Prime Minister either, and is certain that 
he would agree to a ‘border adjustment’ and have his Ministers approve this in 
the House of Representatives. 


Finally, Mr Lewis states that the C.D.P. calls upon all Belizeans to be heard 
locally & internationally that the sovereignty and borders of Belise are not 
for negotiation, adjustment or cession. 


What the C.D.P. is saying now, the PUPS (especially Mr Price) have said long ago 
all over the world. In fact the PUPS won the 1979 General Elections partly on 
the slogan: No Land Cession, while accusing Dean Lindo of becoming friendly 

with Guatemala. Therefore, there is nothing innovative in the C.D.P. Release, 
except that it joins with the P.U.P., and of course with the U.D.P. in denouncing 
any attempt at land cession. 


Instead of pre-judging the outcome of negotiations, the C.D.P. should support 
the process of negotiations. Also, the C.D.P. should learn that if Belizeans 
depend on defence forever, the Communists in the P.U.P. will bring in troops 
from Cuba when the British leave - then we shall have to tow the communist line. 


What is urgently needed is to solve the Dispute with Guatemala. A solution is. 
our best SECURITY. Moreover, Lewis should not worry because Guatemala is not 
interested in the whole of Belize anymore so Dangriga is safe. 


CSO: 3298/865 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


UDP HOLDS 10TH ANNIVERSARY FUND-RAISING BANQUET 


Belize City AMANDALA in English 5 Aug 83 p 11 





BELIZE 





[Text } 
BELIZE CITY, Fri. July 29 for social justice: we all 
The United Oemocretic Par know thet that is a hoax 
-ty commemoreted its 10th. and e falsehood, Mr. Price 
anniversary with their en- only pretends to do these 
nual fund raising benquet things." 
at Bird’s Isle tonight in "If the UOP stande for a 
Belize City. Toasts for democracy within the capi - 
the party end the nation talist system, go out~- and 
were given by Leader of the explain to the people what 
party Mr. Manuel Esquivel, thet means. Oon’t be only 
Leader of the opposition Mr. @ loyal opposition: explain 
Curl Thompson and by the to the people the plans the 
party Chairmen Mr. Dean Lin perty has when the time 
-do. Present for the occa- comes for it to be the gov- 
sion were the Mayor of Dan- ernment of the day." 
grige Town and members of Mr. Barrow said he was 
the Orange Walk Town Boerd. confident that the United 
Special guest speaker for Democratic Party will form 
the 10th. enniversary cele- the new government in 1984, 
bration wes Attorney-at-Law Entertainment was provid- 
Mc. Oean Barrow. In his ed by Jorge Babb eat the or- 
speech to the well sttended gan and by Mr. Alvin Card 
atherina, M-. Berrow com with his guitar. 
siiaees Oe party on ite Mes. Floss Cassasola led 
schievements during the the grace before meals and 
pest ten years. He exhort- asked for blessing for the 
ed the party to sell itself country and the party. 
for whet it is worth. "Mr. Nester of ceremonies was 
Price has sold himself as «6 Mr. Ramon Vasquez. 
champion of the poor and 
CSO: 3298/865 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


DETAILS OF BROADCASTING, TELEVISION ACT PASSED BY HOUSE 


Belize City BELIZE SUNDAY TIMES in English 7 Aug 83 p 1 


[Text ] 

The Broadcasting and 
Television Act 1983 was 
passed in the House of 
Representatives last 
week, It provides for the 
proper administration, 


management and regulation 
of Broadcasting and Tele- 
vision in Belize. The 
law also provides for 


the establishment of a 


Broadcasting Authority. 

Attorney General, Mr, 
Said Musa, steered the 
Bill in the House follow- 
ing representations made 
by TV operators to the 
House Committee headed by 
Minister of State, Mr. 
V H Courtenay. 

Minister of Defence and 
Home Aff airs, Mr. 
Rogers,who is responsible 


for Broadcasting, also 
addressed the House on 
the Bill, He said Go- 


vernment still intends to 
go ahead with plans to 
set up a public TV 
tion. 


CSO: 3298/865 
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sta-~ 


Opposition Leader, Mr. 
Curl Thompson, also spoke 
gave too much power to 


the Minister of Broad- 
casting. However, his 
colleague, Mr. Charles 
Wagner, Toledo South 


Representative said he 
could find no famlt with 


the law and that he would 


support it. 


Barlier, Attorney Gene- 


ral Musa pointed out that 
although the law gives 
the Minister of Broadcas-~ 
ting a discretion in the 
granting of licences, in 
the exercise of this 
discretion the Minister 
cannot act arbitrarily or 
capriciously but must 
consider the application 
in the light of the tech- 


nical provisions of the 
law and based on the 
recommendations of the 


Belize Broadcasting Au} 
thority and the stated 
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BELIZE 


purpose of the legisla- 
tion."The citizen has an 
inherent right to chal- 
lenge any ministerial de- 


cision in court if he | 


considers himself aggrie- 
ved by such 
Mr. Musa said. 





decision," 


The law was passed by | 


the Senate on 
Auge 2e 


Tuesday, 


a 





Under the law, the Mi- 
Broadcasting 
will appoint a 7-member 
Board of Directors for 
the purpose of directing 
the affairs of the Belize 
Broadcasting Authority. 
Also Friday, July 29, 
the House of Representa- 
tives ratified the U.N. 
Law of the Sea Treaty(See 
Page 4), and approved an 
Act that provides for the 
incorporation of the Be- 
lize Red Cross 


Society. 

















COUNTRY SECTION 





PAPER MAINTAINS INDEPENDENCE, PUP HAVE BENEFITED NATION 


BELIZE 


Belize City BELIZE SUNDAY TIMES in English 7 Aug 83 pp 1, 6 


[Text } 


| As the date draws 
nearer for the Belize 
‘City Council elections, 
the opposition party has 
launched a campaign 
deception and 
asongst the Belizean 
people, In their latest 
attempt to discredit the 

work of the PUP 
governmunt, «@ leafle 
distributed by them say 
that since independence, 
no development has come 
to Belize, This kind o 
campaigning is not only 
deceitful and malicious, 
but also irresponsible 








Bt ve ee 





and downright disgraceful, 


In this newspaper we have 
listed for their benefit 
and knowledge of the 
Belisean people, a nume 
ber of the major develop- 
ment agreements and 
projects negotiated by 
the government of Belize 
since it won ite indepen- 
i on September 21, 
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of 
confusion, 








It will be recalled, the 
opposition UDP party, 
opposed the self-govern- | 
ment talks in 1963 and 
the PUP went on to govern 
for 18 years when it won 
ite right to be indeper- 
dent. All this was done 
without the support of | 
the UDP becmse in 1981, 
the opposition refused to 
attend the Constitutional 
Talks, Their supporters 
were also involved in an 
aborted attempt to over= 
throw the duly elected 
Peoples United Party 
government, Their objec= | 
tion, they claim,were the 
subjects for discussion 
in the Heads of Agreement 





signed by the United 
Kingdom, Belize end 
Guatemala, 


However the PUP govern- 
ment, with the support of 
the majority of the peo- 
ple, went on to take its 
rightful place among the 
free nations of the 


world and today even 
without the UDP's sup=- 
port, they have been 
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enjoying the benefits 
that Belize has acquired 
being an indepen- 


indians... 


dent and soveréigi nation: 
And they will continue to 
live and thrive peace=- 
fully if the PUP govern- 
ment ig to contime to 
manage the affairs and 
development of this 
country. 

The PUP government has 
a record and this record 
is spoken highly of in 
the international world 
community of nations, The 
UDP also has a record but 
it is a disastrous one 
because in 6 short years 
they destroyed Belize 
City (1974-1980) and the 
PUP with the support of 
the people had to come in 
and rescue it from total 
abendonment and destruc- 
tion. 

The record speaks 
iteelf, 


for 

















COUNTRY SECTION 


HIGH-LEVEL CHANGES ANNOUNCED AT SUGAR COMPANY 


Belize City BELIZE SUNDAY TIMES in English 7 Aug 83 p D 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


i ist October, 1963, 
Mr. L M Browne °~ will 
succeed Mr, F JC Curtis 
as Managing Director of 
Belize Sugar Industries 
Limited and assume the 
full chief executive 
responsibility for B.S.I. 

Mr. Curtis will become 
non-executive Vice Chaire 
man of BSI retaining a 
consultancy role with 
particular emphasis on 
the transitional arrange- 
ments arising from Tate 
and Lyle's proposals for 
the transfer of majority 
shareholding to Belize. 

In addition to his 
duties as Managing Direce- 
tor, Mr. Browne will 
retain specific respon-e 
sibility for factory and 
storage operations, mar= 
keting and general 
insurances, 

Mr. Browne joined BSI 
as General Manager in 
1976 having previously 
worked for the Tate and 
Lyle Greup in Jamaica 
since 1957.He was appoin- 
ted a director of BSI in 
1961, 

Mr. HBP Puller will 
be appointed General 
Manager with overall 
responsibility for gene- 
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ral administration and 
for all matters connec- 
ted with employee, union 
and former relations, In 
addition he will continue 
to be responsible to the 
Finance Director, Mr. 
C WF Downs for the fie 
nancial and accounting 
functions in Belize until 
Mr. Downs retirement next 


year. 

Mr. Puller, who is 32 
years of age, joined the 
company in 1968 under the 
Accountancy Section of 
the Staff Training 
Scheme, 

Mr. J Montalvo will be 
appointed Chief Accoun- 
tant of BSI in succession 
to Mr. Fuller, 

Montalvo, who is 45, 
joined the company in 
1965 ae a Scale Clerk, 

A BSI release says that 
consequent on these 
changes a major part of 
the financial functions 
presently undertaken by 
the company's London 
office is to be transfer- 
red to Belize by early 
1984. This will neces~ 
sitate some re-organisa- 
tion and strengthening of 
the accounts department 
in Belize, 
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COUNTRY SECTLON BELIZE 


BRIEFS 


TPP POLICY VIEWS--"From the TPP [Toledo Progressive Party] Manifesto"--Defence- 
Small nations have proven that the creation of armies for defence, has in turn 
created deficits in national budgets. Priorities in medical services and edu- 
cation have been sacrificed in order to maintain such armies. In view that the 
Anglo-Guatemalan Dispute is the sole reason for burdening the poor country of 
Belize with this excessive expenditure, the T.P.P. maintains that a solution 

to the Dispute is imperative, and will in fact provide the necessary mechanism 
for any defence Belize may need. Belize would then automatically fall under 
the protection provided by the Interamerican System of Defence. Towns - The 
Progressive Party is in favour of proper planning for Towns, and emphasized on 
hardtop streets, concrete drains and basic municipal amenities. Town Boards 
and Village Councils should have more autonomy, and the tax-structure should 

be widened so as to provide these municipal bodies with the revenue they deserve 
to carry out their obligations with dignity and honour. [Text] [Punta 

Gorda TOLEDO STAR in English 7 Aug 83 p 5] 


HAITIAN REFUGEE PLAN OPPOSITION--An article in the LOS ANGELES TIMES dated 

July 20th/83 exposes the persistence of the United States State Department in 
re-settling 2,500 Haitians in the Toledo District. The plan is being enter- 
tained by Prime Minister Price's Government without consulting with the citizens 
of the Toledo District, who would have to live side by side with the Haitians. 
The Toledo Progressive Party objected to the plan and wrote to Mr Price and to 
Representative Charles Wagner about it; but Mr Wagner has not replied, and 

seems to support the P.U.P. with their plan. [Text] [Punta Gorda TOLEDO 

STAR in English 7 Aug 83 p 3] 


MUSLIM CENTER--Belize Muslims have announced progress on their plan to build an 
Islamic Center at the corner of Central American Boulevard and Faber's Road to 
provide a Masjid and a school. Building, in stages, is to begin during August. 
When completed it will serve also as a hurricane shelter and a Communist Develop- 
ment Center to serve theneeds of the Port Loyola community. The Islamic Mission 
Belize held its first annual convention (SHURA) last weekend, two weeks after 
the end of Ramadan. The Belize City Convention was well attended. The Shura 
gave a massive vote of confidence to Brother Nuri Munammed, who is to continue 
as Imam and arranged that the affairs of the Community will in the future be run 
by itself as Management Committee which will advise the Imam on all major issues 
before decisions are taken. [Text] [Belize City THE REPORTER in English 

7 Aug 83 p 1] 


CSO: 3298/866 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


BIGGER GRAIN HARVEST EXPECTED IN RIO GRANDE DO SUL 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 27 Aug 83 p 20 


| Text ] Rio Grande do Sul, where the farmers have already begun to plant corn 

and will begin preparations to plant wheat and rice in the next few weeks, could 
harvest almost 13 million tons of its principal products (soybeans, corn and rice) 
next summer, leaders in the sector said yesterday in Porm Alegre. 


The last harvest, damaged by excessive rain, was much smaller than first predicted. 
For rice, to which 636,539 hectares were devoted and could have produced from 

2.6 million to 2.8 million tons, only 2.22 million tons were harvested, according 
to the IBGE (Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics) figures, or only 

2 million tons, by other counts. The official figures for the soybean harvest 

was 5.2 million tons. With 3.4 million hectares planted in soybeans, the harvest 
could have been as high as 6 million tons. With 1.77 million hectares planted in 
corn, the crop produced 3.17 million tons; it had been expected to yield about 

4 million tons. 


The poor harvest and other internal and external factors have resulted in very 
high prices for the three products. Soybeans are going for about 14,000 cruzeiros 
per sackja fewweeks ago, corn went over 5,000 cruzeiros and rice was quoted 

day before yesterday at between 7,200 and 7,500 cruzeiros per sack, unhulled, to 
the prower. In all three cases, the market prices are much higher than the pro - 
duction costs, which, in conjunction with the minimum prices considered reasonable 
and already announced by the government, has created some incentive to increase 
the acreage. 


Other Forecasts 


After prelimary surveys of the producers, EMATER officials believe that soybeans 
will maintain the same acreage or will show a slight increase, up to 2 percent. 
in Rio Grande do Sul, while Homero Pegas Guimaraes, president of the Federation 
of Rice Cooperatives, estimated that the area planted in soybeans could increase 
by as much as 15 percent, and even predicts that there will not be enough seed 

to go around. The consensus is that, even if the acreage remains the same, under 
normal conditions the yiel could reach 6 million tons. 


Regarding corn, EMATER estimates that the acrease will be the same or slightly 
higher, with a predicted harvest of at least 4 million tons, thanks to higher 
productivity. Finally, Homero Guimaraes predicts that, because of the frustration 
last season, the area planted in rice could decline by 2 percent, but under 
normal conditions production could reach 2.6 million tons. 
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Patana 


The planting, is beginning for next summer's crop in Parana, the nation’s major 
producing, state. The acreage shou d be virtually the same as the area planted 
last year--about 6.2 million hectares The reduced acreage for some crops 
(beans and cotton) will be offset by the increased acreage for other crops (such 
as soybeans and corn), although, in general, the basic cost estimate (VBC) and 
the price floors announced by the government are considered reasonable. 


A report by the Parana Secretariat of Agriculture, released yesterday in Londrina, 
presents the figures for the first crop estimates. Cotton, beans and peanuts are 
among, the crops whose acreage, and hence next year’s harvest, will be smaller. 
Cotton acreage should be reduced by 14 to 16 percents beans by about 5 percents and 
peanuts between 12 and 17 percent. 


In compensation, however, corn, soybeans and rice are among the products whose 
acreage Will be increased. Soybean acreage should increa e 5.1 percent, from 
2.045 million hectares last year to 2.15 million hectares. Corn acreage should 
increase 2.4 percent, from 2.27 million to 2.33 million hectares, because-- 
according, to the technicians--prices are good and corn is a crop with low risk 
and low production costs. 
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CUUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


UNEMPLO YMENT DOWN IN SIX MAJOR CITIES IN JUNE 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 2 Aug 82 p 37 


| Text } Unemployment rates in June dropped below those in the previous month in 
most of the six metropolitan regions studied, IBGE (Brazilian Institute of 
Geography and Statistics) announced yesterday. In the same communique, the IBGE 
reported that, in contrast, the number of people working at odd jobs and receiving 
less than the minimu® wage increased in all these regions. IM Sao Paulo, for 
example, the jobless rate fell from 7.24 percent in May to 7.05 percent in June, 
while the rate for those working at odd jobs for less than the minimum wage rose 
from 2.31 percent to 3.67 percent. 


According to the IBGE, there was a drop in the average rate of unemployment for the 
same regions (Recife, Salvador, Belo Horizonte, Rio, Sao Paulo and Porto Alegre). 
In June, the rate was 6.9 percent, as against 7.03 percent the previous month. 

The lowest une™ployment rates were registered in the metropolitan regions of Rio 

de Janeiro (6.54 percent) and Salvador (5.47 percent). The rate in Recife 

remained higher than the others, although it also dropped slightly. 


The IBGE also reported the June rates for unsalaried self-employed people. These 
rates rose in all the metropolitan regions except Salvador, where the rate dropped 
slightly. 


The average time spent seeking employment in most of the metropolitan regions also 
increased. In Recife, it went from 14.96 weeks in May to 19.94 weeks in June; 

in Belo Horizonte, from 14.42 to 17.74 weeks; in Salvador, from 20.94 to 19.32 
weeks; in Sao Paulo, from 16.6 to 17.47 weeks; in Rio, from 17.27 to 16.20 weeks; 
and in Porto Alegre, from 12.25 to 13.74 weeks. Also according to the IBGE, the 
average for the regions rose from 16.25 weeks to 17.08 weeks. 


The communique notes that the unemployment rate by sector fell in the manufacturing 
industry, services and other activities “and remained practically the same in the 
civil construction sector.” 


Figures Unavailable 


As the IBGE has stopped publisting the adjusted monthly figures for the PEA -- 
“economically active population" --(those who are either working or seeking 
employment), the following table is based on -he “average PEA for the first 6 
months," provided by the agency. 
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Tables Unemployment and Underpaid Employment (Odd Jobs at Less Than Minimum Wage) 

















Metropolitan Average PEA for Percent Portion Percent Portion 
Region 6-month period Unemployed of PEA Underpaid of PEA 
Rio de Janeiro 3,800,000 6.54 248, 520 7.83 297 , 540 
Sao Paulo 5. 350,000 7.05 377,175 3.67 196, 345 
Porto Alegre 1,000,000 6.85 68, 500 5.25 52,500 
Belo Horizonte 1,000,000 7.71 77,100 9.98 99,800 
Recife 803,000 7.74 62,152 11.03 88,571 
Salvador 626,000 5.47 34, 242 12.08 75,621 
Total 12,579,000 867,689 810, 377 
6262 
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COUNTRY SECTLON CUBA 


REPORT ON SANTIAGO DE CUBA PROVINCE PRESENTED TO ANPP 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 18, 19 Jul 83 

[18 Jul 83 pp 3-5] 

[Text] Introduction 


[he report to the National Assembly on the work done by the province 

of Santiago, in compliance with the resolution adopted at the previous 
session, utilizes a number of comparisons with the year 1977, when 

the new provinces were established and the Local People's Government 
Organs were created. This provides a better overview of the accomplish- 
ments during these years. 


The report has taken into account more than just the work of the Local 
People's Government Organs and their subordinate activities. The 

yains and accomplishments discussed in the report are indicative of 

the efforts put forth by our entire people, State agencies, mass organi- 
zations and our party, which has supervised the tasks. 


In addition, the many activities in which gains have been made, such 

as the completion of numerous industrial and social projects, educational 
and cultural work and the coordinated involvement of the masses, reflect 
the ongoing efforts and working methods that were employed in previous 
years in the former province of Oriente. 


The years 1981 and 1982 were characterized by obvious socioeconomic 
gains in the province. A decisive factor in this was the work plan 
charted by the Provincial Committee of the party. Under it, all sectors 
would strive to complete their yearly plans as a salute to 30 November 
and to earn the right to host the central ceremony commemorating the 
30th anniversary of the Moncada, not just because this is a historic 
date but also because this is an honor that must be won with good 
performance. 








In our work we have always sought to comply with the guidelines and 
resolutions of the First and Second Party Congresses, the resolutions 
of the National Assembly, the laws and decree-laws issued by our State 
and the standards and instructions of central agencies. 
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We have waged a constant struggle for the development of our province, 
based on economic efficiency, austerity, conservation, control and 
performing the activities aimed at enhancing the province's defensive 
and mobilizational capacity. We have thus fulfilled the fundamental 
work goal that Fidel outlined, which is to give priority to production 
and defense as our country's essential and basic tasks. 


A systematic examination of our shortcomings has put 1s in a position 
to improve our work and correct our mistakes. 


We are pleased to be able to report to the country's highest government 
body and we reiterate to our people that as residents of Santiago 

we will continue to strive to carry out as many tasks as the party 
leadership, the government and Fidel set forth and we reaffirm our 
determination to struggle unfalteringly to overcome all shortcomings. 


Plan and Budget 
--The Single Socioeconomic Development Plan (Includes Savings Plan) 


Commercial production in the province hit 950.5 million pesos in 1982, 
7.2 percent above the goal and 7.5 percent better than in 198]. We 
should point out that in both years all sectors met or exceeded their 
production quotas. The increase is 39.4 percent over 1977. 


The province's output does not include certain important economic 
categories such as electric power generation and railways, which are 
computed nationally. 


Quotas were exceeded the most in the construction sector, which recorded a 
production figure of 169.4 million pesos (14.9 percent above goal), 

and the transportation sector, which was 10.6 percent above quota 

with 66 million pesos. Forestry registered appreciable growth as 

well, surpassing its yearly quota by 5.1 percent and boosting production 
29.7 percent over 1981. 


Industry exceeded its quota by 4.8 percent, achieving a production 
figure of 598.3 million pesos, up 7.9 percent from the previous year. 
The agricultural sector exceeded its quota by 9.2 percent with an 
output of 98.2 million pesos, up 4.4 percent from the 1981 figure. 


We should single out the excellent results in the output of steel 
structures, prefabricated concrete and alcoholic beverages, whose 
annual quotas were exceeded by 62.3, 52.5 and 32.5 percent respectively. 


Strong growth over 1981 was recorded in the output of soft drinks, 

up 53.3 percent, and alcoholic beverages, raw sugar, outer garments 
and copper, with increases of between 12 and 23 percent. Sharp drops 
trom 1981 were registered in the output of malts, leather footwear, 
clay tiles, mixed fodder and crushed rock. 











Yearly quotas were not reached in grey cement (6 percent under) because 
of technological problems and in beer production (7.1 percent under) 
because of breakdowns in the filling machines. 


Sales of merchandise reached 1.8101 billion pesos in 1982, surpassing 
the sales goal by 4.3 percent and posting an increase of 14.3 percent 
over 1981). The figure is up 124.5 percent from 1977. 


Retail trade reached a level of 603.3 million pesos, 556.7 million 

of which were in sales to the populace, up 14.9 percent from 1981. 

Som: 95.8 percent of the trade was in activities under the Local People's 
Government Organs. Public Foodstuffs exceeded its sales quota by 

33.1 percent, recording a rise of 6.6 percent over 1981. 


The financial performance of enterprises has improved, inasmuch as 

93 of the 16] enterprises we have in the territory managed to make 

a profit and posted a 0.9 percent drop in per peso costs. These indicators 
show that even though there are obviously still many shortcomings 

to be resolved, the enterprises are doing a better job of meeting 

their quotas, and each year more of them are being run efficiently. 


With regard to profits in commercial production and book profit (7?) [ganancia 
de calculo], the bottom line at the close of 1982 was positive, as 

the two indicators were 33.8 and 9 percent, respectively, over quota. 

Profits in terms of cost were 28.4 percent above target in the production 
sector as a whole and 10.3 percent above the 1981] result. 


it bears noting that the commercial production levels achieved in 
1982 were achieved with 3,864 fewer workers than estimated in the 
plan; they exceeded their productivity goal by 10.6 percent. 


If we look at these indicators in relation to 1977, we see that commercial 
output was up 39.4 percent and productivity rose 52.8 percent. The 
average wage/productivity ratio was positive in 1982, standing at 

0.939, 


Some 29 million pesos were taken out of circulation in 1982, more 

than in 1981. This was achieved by exceeding the income goal by 4.5 
percent, decisive factors in which were merchandise sales (3.5 percent 
above target) and the population's savings plan (which grew by a third). 
The expenditures plan was 0.1 percent above quota. 


According to the balance sheet of the people's income and expenditures, 
total income stood at 444.7 million pesos in 1977 and 656.5 million 

in 1982, which is 10.9 percent higher than in 1981. Per capita annual 
income rose to 714 pesos in 1982, up 42.5 percent from 1977. 


Investment 


Close to 40 economically important industrial projects went into operation 
in the 1977-1982 period, foremost among which were: the IMS Housing 
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Factory, the Palma de Soriano Printed Garments Factory, the Soft Drink, 
Corrugated Containers, Pasta, Candy, Plaster Casts, Ice, Animal Meal 

and Pasteurization plants, the Asbestos-~Cement Complex, the Sand Washer, 
the Rock Crusher, the Liquid Fodder Plant, the Poultry Slaughterhouse 
and the Mixed Lubricants Plant. 


Also noteworthy during this period was the start-up of units 3 and 

4 at the Antonio Maceo Thermoelectric Power Plant, each with a capacity 
of 100 megawatts, and the construction of 452.9 additional kilometers 
of 35-kilovolt lines. Unit 5 at this plant was completed in 1982 

as well; it too have a generating capacity of 100 megawatts. 


Storage capacity in the province was expanded when work was completed 

on three wholesale food depots and eight industrial products and hardware 
warehouses. In addition, outside storage area was expanded by 38,635 
square meters, mainly for lumber and metal goods. 


Some 16.8 million pesos was invested in agricultural projects, and 
27 investment projects were completed, including 16 cattle, 6 poultry 
and 2 hog farms. 


Work also moved forward on major investment projects such as the 80-million 
square meter textile plant; a great effort is being made to complete 

it by 26 July 1983. Work also moved forward on the construction of 

the National Turnpike and the high-speed railway, and maintenance 

was improved on highways and rail tracks. 


Som 184.1 million pesos was invested to complete 403 social projects 

in the 1977-82 period, among which we can mention 13 ESBEC's [Basic 
Secondary School in the Countryside], 9 ESBUR's [Basic Secondary Urban 
School], 1 hotel, 19 day-care centers, 8 swimming pools, | amphitheater, 
| home for the elderly and handicapped, 23 laboratories, 2 workshops, 

| special school and 10 polytechnics. 


Investment in social projects totaled 32.2 million pesos in 1982, 
and 52 were completed, including 2 therapy rooms, 2 hospital expansions, 
2 polyclinics, |! workshop and | supermarket. 


Work was completed on and operations began at the 10-room agricultural 
cold-storage plant, which has a total capacity of 32,810 square meters, 
and partial operations began at the 410,000-ton capacity Ro-Ro dock 
and at docks 3 and 4, which have an annual capacity of 225,000 tons. 
The container area of the port was also modernized, and it now has 
22,400 square meters of storage capacity. 


Dams were built and piping laid to furnish guaranteed supplies of 
water for the populace and for industrial and agricultural development. 
When the Protesta de Baragua Dam went on line and the Gilbert Dam 

was «expanded, our water storage capacity increased by 260 million 
cubic meters. 
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Work also began on the No 2 drinking water plant in Los Altos de Quintero 
in Santiago, and the Gilbert-Tunel pipelines, the "Rente" Refinery 
and the Songo a la Maya refinery are under construction. 


The systems in the various urban centers are being refurnished and work 
is moving forward to complete the Parada Dam, on the sewer project 

in the city of Santiago's industrial zone and on refurbishing the 
Mogote-Gilbert pipeline network, 


The Construction Enterprises of the People's Government were involved 
in the projects completed in 1982, investing 11.3 million pesos in 

68 projects, including 14 health care and 8 educational projects, 

a telephone center, 3 bank agencies, 5 pioneer scout camps. From 

1977 to 1982 these enterprises invested 45.4 million pesos to complete 
381 major projects. 


The investment in the province over the past 6 years has increased 
by 14,628 the average number of workers in the civilian public sector. 


Housing Construction 


In 1982, 3,886 housing units were under construction, 1,865 of which 
were completed (and 818 of these were low-cost). Thus, 47.9 percent 
of the total number of units under construction were finished during 
the year, up 125 percent from the previous year. From 1977 to 1982, 
8,187 housing units were completed, 824 of them low-cost and 7,363 
regular units. 


The Construction, Agriculture and Sugar Industry ministries, as well 
as the Agricultural Production Cooperatives were involved in carrying 
out the housing construction program. 


We should emphasize here that 55.3 percent of the housing units in 
the province, both those built by the State and by the residents them- 
selves, have gone up since the triumph of the revolution. 


Work is currently proceeding on the installation of essential public 
services to make an additional 1,242 housing units available. 


--Housing Repairs and Maintenance. Sales of Construction Materials 


The Construction Enterprises of the People's Government spent 4 million 
pesos repairing a total of .14,401 houses and doing maintenance work 
on another 10,990. 


Sales of building materials to the population rose to 5.2 million 

pesos in 1982, 24 times the 1977 level. In spite of the gains, certain 
difficulties have retarded further development, such as lack of transpor- 
tation to deliver the building supplies, mainly sand, gravel and cement, 
production restrictions and irregular supplies. 
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--Manpower Situation in the Province 


Some 202,200 workers were employed in the civilian public sector in 
1977, 143,208 of whom were males. By 1982 employment had risen to 
216,828 workers. 


In recent years there has been an increase in the number of female 
workers, who account for 35 percent of the total employed work force 
in 1982. The increase is basically due to the new jobs in activities 
such as health care, education, textiles and other branches in which 
women dominate. 


There were 5,993 job vacancies in the province at the close of 1982, 
58.6 percent of them in enterprises belonging to the Construction and 
Agriculture ministries. Civen the additional thousands of workers 

and students who have to be mobilized for the sugar harvest, this 
shows that there are a great many job opportunities that are not being 
filled. 


Efforts were made in 1982 to place 1,362 young people in development 
zones outside the province and in economic tasks overseas. 


--The Province'’s Budget and Financial Balance Sheet 


Revenues in 1982 totaled 349.1 million pesos, 18.2 percent higher 
than expected, exceeding expenditures by 50.6 million. Significantly, 
the 27.5 million peso subsidy planned for 1982 did not have to be 


used ‘ 


There were current spending underruns in both wages and other outlays. 
Wages came to 3.7 million less than planned, mainly because the average 
number of workers was 1,342 fewer than planned, especially in education, 
social welfare and administration, 


Some 8.9 million pesos was not spent in other areas; 4.5 million was due 
to economies; another portion to failure to achieve planned levels 

of activity, and 4.3 million pesos was certified as debts contracted 

and pending collection as of the close of 1982. 


Loss subsidies were 2.8 million higher than budgeted, because subsidies 
had to be granted to enterprises that had anticipated profits and 
others that exceeded their loss quota. 


Som: 5.3 million pesos were paid out in price-differential subsidies, 
from an updated budget of 9.2 million; the gap was due to an inaccurate 
assessment of the province's actual needs, which prompted excess demand 
for funds. 


Unit expenditures standards were used as the basis for budgeting in 
Education and Public Health, and shortcomings were in evidence, due 
in some cases to an improper application of these standards because 
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of the effect of changes in levels of activity. There were difficulties 
in monitoring expenditures because the registries of some of the budgeted 
units were not up-to-date. 


The province's 1982 budget recorded a surplus, as there were improvements 
in both expenditures and revenues in comparison to the previous year, 

as well as in monitoring by the Executive Committees and the budgeted 
enterprises and units. Nevertheless, shortcomings still persist in 

the drafting and implementation of the budget and in the application 

of appropriate monitoring mechanisms, which must continue to be refined. 


--Expansion of Exportable Stocks 


Export quotas were surpassed in 1982 and were strikingly higher than 
in 1981. 


There are 22 categories of exports, and only 2 of them failed to meet 
their quotas: blackstrap molasses, which reached 87.8 percent of quota 
by decision of the higher bodies, and candies, which hit 96.8 percent. 
Outstanding results were achieved in beef tripe, fruit in syrup and 
scrap iron. The plan is to keep export levels the same for 19 of 

the categories produced in 1982 and to sharply boost the levels of 
medicines, coffee and citrus fruits. 


The 22 categories of exports in 1982 represent an appreciable increase 
since 1977, when only 12 products were earmarked for export. Among 
the new exports as of 1980 were fruits in syrup, scrap iron, iron 
products (?) [ferrosa], tacks and medicines, and in 1982 the following 
lines were added: salvaged raw materials, plaster casts, candies and 
printing plates (?) [pliegos de imprenta]. 


Progress in Implementing the Economic Management and Planning System 


From the start of the system's implementation the Executive Commission 
and the Provincial Implementation Committee have devoted systematic 
attention to the commissions in the municipalities, doing checkups 

and holding plenary meetings every year. 


In general, there have been gains in all of the mechanisms and subsystems 
of the Economic Management and Planning System, but the enterprises 

must pay greater attention to refining and intensifying it, and we 

must improve the quality of statistical information, the drafting 

of technical-economic plans, standardization tasks, metrology and 

quality control. 


Enterprises must gain a better mastery of credit-related tasks, be 
more demanding in enforcing set prices, improve their bookkeeping, 
update their registers and use them in management tasks. 


The System of State Arbitration and Economic Contracting went into 
operation in the province in November 1980, and by late 1982 there 
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had been improvements in its implementation. The province continues 
to increase the number of enterprises that set up incentive funds, 
although they have faced difficulties utilizing the prize funds that 
are left over for the enterprises as a whole. Appropriate solutions 
are needed in this regard. 


As part of the process of implementing the Economic Management and 

Planning System, the role of economic management as a method of running 
enterprises has, in general, been upgraded, as the enterprises’ Boards 

of Directors have shown a greater mastery of the principles of economic 
accountability. Nevertheless, we must continue to intensify and systematize 
the periodic analyses of the performance of the Economic Management 

and Planning System and of individual enterprise management, particularly 

in connection with gauging economic efficiency by profit margins and 
cost-cutting. 


More than 400 cadres received training in the Economic Management 

and Planning School during the 1981-82 school year, and since the 
school was created 1,108 economic decision-makers have graduated from 
the school. For its part, the Provincial School of Labor Studies 

has kept up its program to train technicians in this field. 


Results of Main Conservation Measures 


In compliance with resolution 567 of the Council of Ministers (14 April 1979) 
measures were taken to coordinate all of the efforts that had been 

exerted in the province to insure conservation of electric power, 

fuels and lubricants, in order to develop an appropriate structure 

and set up a single directorate. The analyses that were conducted 

led to the creation of the Provincial Commission of Electric Power, 

Fuels and Lubricants Conservation in December 1981. 


Conservation groups were organized from the provincial and municipal 
level down to enterprises, budgeted units, work centers aiid schools. 
Guidelines were given for drafting specific plans during the year, 
and systematic checkups were performed at the various levels. 


The Provincial Commission meets monthly and adopts resolutions for 
appropriate action in connection with the monitoring measures that 

it has ordered. A mass media campaign is under way to single out 

the big energy users, the organizations that waste energy, to point 

out clever ways of conserving energy and to highlight those organizations 
that are doing an efficient job in carrying out rationalization and 
monitoring measures. 


The Provincial Directorate of Commerce and Hotels and Restaurants 
conducted the studies for the enforcement of consumption standards 
for restaurants in our province, and these standards were implemented 
in 310 establishments with Dx105 class kitchens for a total of 476 
kitchen units. 
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According to the findings of the study, 739,682 gallons of diesel 
fuel can be conserved in | year if the instructions given at each 
facility are observed, which we hope is the case. 


The Provincial Delegation of the Agriculture Ministry has put into 
operation 31 of the 66 existing windmills, built 14 biogas plants 
and 3 hydraulic rams and plans to do twice as much work in 1983 in 
this field. 


A task force was set up to conduct studies on the possibility of installing 
small hydroelectric power plants on the rivers in our province, mainly 
along the southern slope of the Sierra Maestra; some of these studies 

have been completed and they have resulted in the start of construction 
work on two hydroelectric plants, one at Cuevas del Turquino and the 

other in the area near San Lorenzo on the Third Front. They will 

go on line this year, thus enhancing the standard of living of the 

towns in the area. 


As of the close of 1982, the electric power consumption quota was 

overshot by 2.3 percent, which represents excess use of 16.607.2 megawatt- 
hours. Both the civilian public sector and the private sector, as 

well as system losses, are responsible for this overconsumption. 


The economic grounds for this excess consumption are mainly the surpassing 
of the commercial output quota by 7.2 percent and the start-up during 

1982 of 28 basic investment projects costing more than 32 million 

pesos, in the case of civilian public sector consumption. As far 

as the private sector is concerned, families had 109,504 more household 
appliances to meet their needs. 


This explanation aside, efforts are being made to boost conservation 
in compliance with the measures handed down by the Sixth Plenum of 
the party's Central Committee. 


Results in Agriculture and in the Sugar, Coffee and Citrus Fruit Harvests 
--Sugar Harvest 


The sugar production quota for the 1981-82 harvest was filled according 
to plan, representing an increase of 108.145 tons over the 1977 figure. 


The yield in the 1982 harvest was 85.63, up 0.33 from 1977. Although 
the results of the 1982 harvest were better than in previous years, 
operational and raw material quality problems made even better reuslts 
impossible. 


Oil consumption was too high in 1977, and it has been reduced in subsequent 
years. In 1982 it stood at 0.32 gallons per metric ton, down 2.38 
gallons from 1977. 
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The industrial yield in 1982 was 10.81, down 1.3 from 1977. The enterprises 
having the most problems were: Los Reynaldo, Julio A. Mella, Salvador 
Rosales, Dos Rios and America Libre, and they were the reason that 

the province fell 0.75 below its quota or 19,586 tons of sugar. To 

reach the abovementioned level more cane had to be ground than had 

been planned. 


Crop yield has trended upward, from 47,600 arrobas [1 arroba=25 pounds] per 
caballeria |1 caballeria=33.2 acres] in 1977 to 80,700 in 1982. 


The milling percentage stood at 79 in 1982, the same as in 1977. 

We should point out, though, that the figure did not rise because 

in most cases the harvest had to be prolonged since production quotas 
had not been met on schedule; on 30 April, for example, only 84 percent 
of the cumulative milling quota had been met. 


Time lost in 1982 was up 0.26 percent from 1977, while industrial 
problems were up 0.55 percent and nonindustrial problems were up 0.29. 
Some 3.1 million pesos were invested to set up 11] collection centers 
and thus increase productivity in cutting. The 1982 harvest used 
6,167 fewer cutters than in 1977, and this was due mainly to a rise 

in cutter productivity. In 1977, just 16 percent of the harvest was 
mechanized, whereas in 1982 30 percent of the crop was harvested this 
way. 


The commissions attending to the harvest work force operated both 

in the province and in the municipalities; they periodically checked 
up on supplies, recreational, cultural and athletic activities, health 
care services, the diet of the workers, cultural improvement problems 
and other aspects. 


There are still problems with roads in cane areas, in spite of the 
efforts that have been made to repair them; there is simply not enough 
equipment available. There are also serious problems with the boiling 
vats [mosteras] at the sugar mills, which contaminate drinking water 
supplies in various areas around the province. The planned investments 
must thus be speeded up, and in the meantime the emergency measures 
issued to reduce the pollution must be enforced. 


The People's Government organs have devoted systematic attention to 
the protection and living standard of the sugar harvest work force 
and have made an effort to see to it that the more than 2,000 men 
from the subordinate entities are mobilized for and remain in the 
harvest. The Executive Committee periodically monitors this task, 
under the program of measures for the harvest work force that the 
Provincial Assembly approves each year. 


Following the Sugar Industry Ministry's instructions, which aim at 
gradually meeting the needs of the workers, the province's cane enterprises 
have been boosting their output of grains, vegetables, tubers, roots 

and bananas for their own consumption and for sale to other workers. 

A total of 39,949 quintals of tubers and roots were produced in 1982. 








--Non-Cane Agriculture 


Farm production in the province has recorded steady growth in the 
main product lines since the establishment of the new Politicoadministrative 
Division. 


The production of tubers, which stood at 267,400 quintals in 1977, 
totaled 843,400 quintals by the end of 1982, a 3.1-fold increase. 


Most of the production increases were in the public sector, as a result 

of the investments in irrigation systems, small dams and other facilities, 
along with the incorporation of new lands. In 1977, the private sector 
accounted for 46 percent of farm output, where its share in 1982 was 

30 percent. 


The production of vegetables totaled 98,000 quintals in 1977, rising 
to 206,200 in 1982, 2.1 times greater. 


The investments that the Revolutionary Government has made in citrus 
fruit growing have begun to pay off. Whereas production stood at 
329,200 quintals in 1977, it hit 1.3 million in 1982. The increase 
comes mainly from the output in the new growing areas and from greater 
attention to the crop. 


The People's Government devotes continuous attention to citrus production 
plans through the daily work done by the secondary and pre-university 
schools in the area, supervision of the citrus export program, processing 
potential problems in transportation, containers, etc, supporting 

the investment process and the involvement of the Collection Enterprise 
in getting out the supplies earmarked for domestic consumption. 


The main obstacle to better performance and to the further development 
of citrus fruit growing is that it has not yet carried out the planned 
roads program, which has caused countless disruptions both in production 
activities and for the operations of the schools there. 


The province is a major producer of coffee, and special attention 

has been devoted to this crop, with emphasis on the policy of coffee 
plantation recovery and on the plantings. There was an average annual 
growth of 275 caballerias duving the 1980-82 period, and the traditional 
and promotional growing areas were given better treatment. 


The results of this effort, as well as of the steps that the party 

has taken to organize the harvest efficiently by using students and 
coordinating the local work force better, can be seen in the following 
figures: 


Whereas production totaled 100,200 quintals in 1977, it almost doubled 

by 1982 to 193,609 quintals, an average yearly increase of about 30,000 
quintals. The 1982 output quota was not, however, reached. This production 
level was achieved over a smaller growing area, but the breakdown 








was more favorable due to the impact of promotional and transformed 
areas, which made possible an increase in yield to 54.3 quintals per 
caballeria in 1982. Special emphasis was placed on harvesting coffee 
beans for pulping, and export levels were boosted. 


Efforts have been made to further expand production infrastructure 
by building lodgings, drying rooms, coffee pulpers and driers, as 
well as to improve the road system and the living conditions of the 
workers by building new communities in the coffee-growing zones. 


The Provincial Executive Committee and the Executive Committees in 

the coffee-growing areas have made the coffee harvest an object of 

permanent attention. They maintain and repair mountain roads, look 

after supplies and the living conditions of the work force and see 

to it that the students are decisively involved in the harvesting. 

These activities keep the People's Government busy during the entire - 
harvest period. 


We should note here that in 1982 the agricultural sector achieved 

major production increases, such as the ones mentioned above, and posted 
higher levels of economic efficiency than in previous years. One 
example is that costs came to 93 centavos for each peso of output, 

which is down 12.7 percent from planned cost levels and down 17.4 
percent from the 1981 cost base. 


Of a total of 31 enterprises under the Agriculture Ministry in the 
province, 26 posted profits and 5 had losses as 1982 drew to a close. 
This shows that although the struggle for economic efficiency in the 
sector has to be intensified, significant gains have been made during 
the period. 


Economic Management in the Local Production Sphere 


Commercial output in the production sphere that comes under the Local 
People's Government Organs totaled 121.5 million pesos in 1982, 8.8 
percent over the year's quota and up 8.6 percent from 1981. This 
volume was achieved with an average of 18.721 workers, in other words, 
2.9 percent above quota, and a per worker productivity of 6,499 pesos 
(5.5 percent over quota). The average wage/productivity ratio stood 
at 100.6, an improvement on the planned ratio of 104.8. 


Merchandise sales totaled 1.0078 billion pesos, 4 percent above goal 

and up 15.1 percent from 1981. Commercial activities under the People's 
Government employ 21,76! workers, who exceeded the per worker sales 

goal by 4.3 percent and posted an 11.4 percent increase over 1981. 

The per capita average wage/sales ratio was 91.6, surpassing the planned 
ratio of 95.7. 


Service enterprises posted earnings of 20 million pesos, 10.3 percent 
above quota and up 17.5 percent from 1981. 








These results were obtained with an average of 530 men more than was 
planned in the production sphere, excluding commerce, and with 4] 

more in the nonproduction sphere, while the sales quota in the commerce 
sector was surpassed with an average of 53 fewer workers. The wages 
earned in these activities were closely related to the average number 
of workers; thus, the average wages in production and services exceeded 
quotas, while they were down in the commerce sector. The increases 

in productivity, in per worker sales and in per capita income offset 
these differences, however. 


An analysis of the financial performance of the enterprises subordinate 
to the People's Government shows that of the 6] enterprises in the 
province, 29 posted profits, 4 that expected losses recorded profits 
and of the 28 that expected profits only 3 did not make them. 


With regard to cost per peso, it was down 3 centavos from the goal 

and 2 centavos from last year. The best results were posted in the 
transportation and construction sectors, which bettered their goals 

by 5 and 3 centavos respectively. The entire production sphere succeeded 
in cutting costs from 1981. 


The ratio of total expenditures to markup in commerce were 6.4 percent 
below quota in 1982, while costs per peso of income in services rendered 
were 6.7 percent above quota and up 3.2 percent; this is due mainly 

to the impact of community service activities. 


Construction, Maiutenance and Repair Activities 


The construction sector under the People's Government did 17.2 million 
pesos worth of work in 1977; in 1982 its output stood at 38.3 million, 
an increase of 136 percent. This improvement was due mainly to a 
better organization of the work force, linking wages to output, the 
balanced introduction of heavy equipment and transportation equipment, 
and the transfer of Road Enterprise No 10 of the Construction Ministry 
in 1982 (this enterprise is involved in road upkeep). 


The sector's gross output in 1982 was 4.8 million pesos above quota, 
or 11.9 million pesos; local construction activity was thus up 13.4 
percent from 1981. 


Labor productivity was up 5.3 percent, surpassing its goal by 8.3 
percent. Per peso costs were 4.5 percent below quota, which works 
our to savings of 3 centavos for each peso of output. Per peso costs 
were down three percent sectorwide from 1981. 


Construction maintenance in 1982 surpassed its quota by 6.9 percent, 
which is equivalent to 1.6 million pesos; the quota was 9.3 percent 
higher than in 1981. 


The maintenance program for government agencies exceeded its quota 
by 7 percent. Some 1.% million pesos in maintenance was done for 


h?7 








the Education Ministry, which is 59 percent more than the allotted 
amount of 1.052 million pesos. The quota for Public Health was 320,000 
pesos, but only 175,400 pesos worth of maintenance was done. The 

reason for this shortfall was that priority had been given to investment 
projects, which surpassed their yuota by more than 400,000 pesos, 

and because Public Health units did more than 590,000 pesos worth 

of maintenance and repairs on their own with the building materials 

that were delivered tothe centers 


Housing maintenance went according to plan, with 4.8 million pesos 
worth of work performed. 


Some 17.9 million pesos worth of road maintenance was performed, 2.9 
percent over quota. Work quotas for urban roads, rural roads and 
highway upkeep were exceeded by 11, | and 37 percent respectively. 


The scheduled maintenance work was performed to an acceptable degree, 
but it is still insufficient to meet the province's needs. Shortcomings 
still exist, especially in work quality, though there are also objective 
problems that prevent this program from being more efficiently carried 
out. 


Local Transportation 


The transportation sector subordinate to the People's Government surpassed 
its production quota for 1982 by 11.5 percent, posting an increase 

of 3.9 million pesos over 1981. This can be attributed mainly to 

taxicab activity, which exceeded its quota by 1.9 million pesos and 

the previous year's level by 2.3 million, as 195 new taxis entered 

service and were better utilized. 


If we compare taxicab activity in 1982 with 1977, we can see its expansion 
as a result of the 380 Lada cabs that were put into service in the 

city of Santiago. Taxi service has declined in the other municipalities, 
however, as the fleets were scaled back to realistic levels. 


On the whole, a comparison of bus transpurtation in 1982, 1977 and 

the rest of the period shows favorable development. The decisive factor 
here is the performance of the Palma Interurban and School Bus Enterprises, 
inasmuch as the Santiago Interurban Bus Enterprise did not meet its 

quota and is on the decline. 


The bus passenger quota for 1982 was not met, falling short by 4.1] 
percent and down 1.5 percent from 1981. These declines are attributable 
mainly to the Santiago Urban Bus Enterprise. None of the enterprises 
achieved their quotas for bus trips, except the school bus line, which 
was 17.4 percent above quota. 


The province fell short of its trip quota by 70,000. 
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Even though this sector met its overall quota and posted growth, we 
should emphasize the shortcomings in bus service, mainly the urban 
buses in Santiago, where the level of service is below what it was 

in 1977 because of a shortage of accessories and parts for the normal 
operation of the vehicles, and the rural bus service in highland areas 
because vehicles are not being replaced and the fleet is inadequate 

on these routes. 


These situations should improve in 1983 now that the Central Government 
has assigned new equipment for urban service in Santiago and bought 
additional accessories and spare parts for the current fleet. In 
addition, the rural service in the highlands will be improved by putting 
into operation a number of dual-differential gear vehicles provided 

for in the plan. 


Commerce, Hotels and Restaurants and Services to the Populace 


The activities of commerce, hotels and restaurants and services to 
the populace posted favorable results in 1982 and major growth over 


previous years, as stated at the outset of this report. 


Wholesale distribution plans have been carried out in accordance with 

the instructions in force and in compliance with the resolutions of 

the First and Second Congresses of the Cuban Communist Party and the 
guidelines of the Domestic Trade Ministry, assigning priority to delivering 
supplies to the population and keeping a good number of items available 
through the parallel market, albeit with certain limitations. 


With regard to industrial products and their retail distribution network, 
there have been shortcomings in compliance with quotas because these 
pieces of merchandise have been arriving late. They do not come in 
regularly; rather, backlogs occur and they are delivered at year's 

end. There are also shortages at the point of origin, changes in 
quality, changes in size and color and a high index of breakage in 

the case of household appliances. 


The Social Nutrition program has improved in terms of the application 
of the optional consumption system in the worker mess halls and the 
selection system in hospitals and schools. 


The work done during 1981 and 1982 was successful, inasmuch as the 
system was applied in 220 mess halls, benefiting close to 30,000 workers. 
In general, expanded restaurant service is now available as a result 

of greater control over the utilization and yield of products. 


We have seen gains in the levels of availability, the quality of service, 
hygiene and considerate treatment of the public thanks to the start-up 
of the Model Units Movement in 1982. However, subjective shortcomings 
still persist, such as organizational problems at the units and the 

lack of administrative monitoring and demanding standards. There 

has also been poor treatment of the public and a lack of cleanliness 
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at the units during the period, though there have been improvements 

in recent years, due in part to the efforts to achieve a revolution 

in services and to the workers’ struggle to make their work center 

a Model Unit, in accordance with the resolutions passed by the Seventh 
Plenum of the Provincial Committee of the Cuban Communist Party in 
December 1981. 


At the close of 1982, our province had 75 units that had been declared 
Model Units in the area of commerce and restaurants. Users have commented 
favorably on this, thus encouraging many other units to strive for 

this status. 


A program to improve personal services and the servicing of household 
appliances was drafted in 1982 on the basis of the resolutions from 
the National Plenum. Gains were made in this field by carrying out 
these resolutions, strengthening administrative mechanisms and through 
better management of supplies. 


We should emphasize here the momentum that these activities gained 
after the First national Meeting of Services, which passed resolutions 
that have helped to resolve critical situations in this branch. 


Once the system of input supplies for this activity was improved, 
wage and organizational problems resolved and a plan to salvage spare 
parts and accessories implemented, the shortages in various lines 
were taken care of, and during the last quarter of the year the level 
of services was superior to that of previous years and the first 9 
months of 1982. 


Thirty units were declared Model Units in 1982 because of their considerate 
treatment of and high-quality service to the public. 


Local Industry 


In 1982 the industrial sector subordinate to the Local People's Government 
Organs exceeded its production quota by 5.7 percent, with output 5.8 
percent higher than the previous year. The only branch that failed 

to reach its quota was the construction materials industry, which 

fell 16.3 percent short. 


The productivity quota was surpassed by 2.5 percent, which is equivalent 

to 169 extra pesos per worker. Compared with the year before, productivity 
was down 4.1 percent, due mainly to foodstuffs and miscellaneous industrial 
activities, which posted drops of 5.7 and 5.1 percent respectively. 


Local industry has posted steady growth since 1977, mainly in the 
fodstuff industry. Output was up for the following items: bread, 

16 percent; pasta, 9.9 percent; malt cookies, 57.9 percent; canned 
fruit, 248.8 percent; pastry, 41.7 percent, and other foodstuffs, 
274.1 percent. New foods have also been introduced, such as pancakes, 
dark pan sugar, brown sugar, coconut creams, nougat, biscuits and native 
pastries, the production of which topped a million pesos in 1982. 








In order to boost the industrial utilization of fruit, the Investment 
Plan for this years calls for the construction of four marmalade and 

pulp plants in areas where part of the mango and guava crop now goes 

to waste. In addition, the production of the aforementioned new food 
itm lines is expected to increase this year by more than a half. 


Efforts have been made to enhance quality, and modest gains have been 
scored in pastry, cookies, pasta and bread, although in the iatter 
item there are still shortcomings in certain areas that have to be 
resolved through tighter supervision and a more demanding approach. 


The miscellaneous branch of local industry posted an output of 11.6 
million pesos in 1982, 8.7 percent over quota and a rise of 12.5 percent 
over 1981. 


Although problems have existed with basic material resources in this 
activity, increases were posted in physical production over 1977. 
For example, in 1982 6,658 units of bakery equipment and auxiliary 
items were produced, in addition to 27,755 units of rubber goods and 
232 pieces of other equipment. Also noteworthy was the production 
of insecticide pumps, 165,108 units. 


New product lines were introduced, such ac laundry soap, with a production 
of 239,900 bars in 1982; paint, 34,200 gallons; candles, 165,100, 
and 7.8 million paper cups. 


Toys are now being manufactured within the category of art and other 
cultural objects. The production of musical instruments posted an 
increase over 1981. 


Other new product lines are ready-made outer and under garments for 
women and children, with an output of 322,700 units in 1982. 


The construction materials industry subordinate to the People’s Government 
had an output of 921,100 pesos in 1982, 83.7 percent of its quota 

for the year; this is up 196.2 percent from the 1977 production. 

This activity has been hurt by organizational problems and poor efficiency 
at facilities due to their small size. 


In 1982, 301,200 blocks, 30,400 square meters of tiles, 6.5 million 
bricks and other items were produced. Emphasis was placed on the 

need to achieve higher levels, and several measures were taken, foremost 
among which was the shutdown of this enterprise at the end of 1982 

and the transfer of its units in January 1983 to the construction 

groups in the municipalities, so that each town would have control 

over these product lines and provide incentives for higher output. 


All of the enterprises that are in a position to make their marginal 
production available for direct sale to the public have drawn up plans 
for doing so, and sales of these items in 1982 totaled more than 1.5 
million pesos. 
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Efforts have been focused mainly on the production of food items, 

such as nougat, marmalade and other typical sweets, as well as on 

household utensils with wood trimming, metals, construction materials, 

etc. Other product lines are children's wardrobes, television and 
telephone tables, wooden benches, cooking bowls, wooden shoes, polishers, 
trash cans, brushes, brooms, charcoal grills, saddles, stools, refrigerator 
bases, ironing boards, container tops, toothbrushes, baskets, wicker 
baskets, portable ovens, aluminum juicers, clothes hangers, mattress 
springs, scouring pads and others. 


Results of Educational Work 


In 1953, when the assault on the Moncada Barracks took place, the average 
level of schooling in our province was the second grade. Only 43.1 
percent of children from ages 6 to 16 attended school, and the illiteracy 
rate among !10- to l4-year olds stood at 41.3 percent. The accomplish- 
ments of the revolution in the field of education have enabled the 
province to reach a seventh grade schooling level and to eliminate 
illiteracy. 


--Preschool, Primary and Intermediate Education 


The province has 311,059 students enrolled in preschool, primary and 
intermediate education, 34.2 percent of its total population. It 
has 1,528 centers, which are run by 19,612 teaching personnel. 


Graduation levels were very high during the past school year: 95.84 

percent in primary school, 97.62 percent in basic secondary school, 

96.14 percent in preuniversity, 97.74 in technical and professional, 

95.19 in teachers schools, 90.08 percent in special education and 

98.41 in the youth movement. The percentages in the EOC [Worker-Peasant 
Education], FOC [Workers and Peasants Faculty], SOC [Worker-Peasant 

Secondary School] and languages were 100, 97.9, 98.93 and 99.49, respectively. 


As a result of the efforts exerted, the indices of school efficiency 
from the 1976-77 school year to the present have been satisfactory 

in all types and at all levels of education. Especially noteworthy 
are the results in student retention, which to a large extent reflect 
the improvement of the system in recent years. In most levels of 
schooling we can see steady increases in graduation and retention, 
and the results in the 1981-82 school year were better than ever. 


Some 96.9 percent of children ages 6 to 12 are in school, and there 
have been gradual increases in the 13 to 16 age group, rising from 
83.) percent in 1977 to 88.8 percent in 1982. 


Since 1977 intermediate-level teaching centers have graduated 3,387 


primary school teachers, 1,136 day care center educators, 316 special 
education teachers and 121 librarians. 
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In accordance with the indicators that gauge their efficiency, the 

day care centers have posted increases in enrollment and capacity. 
Current enrollment numbers 7,200 children in 50 of these centers, 
benefiting 6,114 working mothers. The total capacity of these centers 
in 1977 was 3,114, rising to 6,553 places in the period to 1982. 


The monitors movement has been strongly spurred at all schools in 
the province. A great many monitors have been selected over the past 
3 years, and between 85,000 and 88,000 students now perform this function. 


Scientific-Technical Interest Clubs numbered 7,156 in 1982, with 108,208 
members, which comes to 73.93 percent of the enrolled students in 
grades in which they can join these clubs. 


According to recent checkups, 77 percent of classes are being satisfactorily 
taught, and although standards are becoming more demanding, the quality 

of classes could still be improved. The most problems are to be found 

in technical and professional education (52 percent satisfactory). 

We should note here that only 59.3 percent of the teachers have the 
appropriate degree. 


The primary school teachers who received degrees in 1980 have continued 

on in their studies. Over the last 3 school years, 4,573 comrades, 

almost 60 percent, have completed or are doing their pre-masters degree, 

and 2,14] are currently doing their masters. In secondary and preuniversity 
school, the number of teachers who have the appropriate degree for 

their levels has increased from 64 to 81 percent. 


Capacity in special education is up by 1,200 over the past 3 years, 
but still greater efforts are required in this field. 


The gains in work-study have been obvious, as 99 percent of the students 
and 97 percent of the teachers are involved in this; furthermore, 
production quotas are consistently being met and surpassed. 


There are 13 more school fruit and vegetable gardens than in 1981, 

and they now number 67. There are now 269 productive parcels, and 

10 areas for internal consumption were developed. The number of students 
involved in this work increased by 2,085, from 17,649 in 1981 to 19,779 
in 1982. This type of work is part of the comprehensive development 

of our students, who exceeded their production quotas and gained a 
heightened awareness of the importance of farm work. 


Over the last 7 school years 144 educational centers were built. 

Along with the many local projects, conversions, minor constructions 
and assignment of space in schools in the western sections of the 
country, this enabled the province to meet its basic needs, especially 
the placement of all its 6th and 9th grade graduates. 


In 1981, 366 schools were repaired, and in 1982, 594, which enabled 
us to improve the physical conditions at these facilities. 
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There have been steady gains in all aspects of educational work in 

the province, particularly in the main indicators of school efficiency 
and in educational work in general, although shortcomings and problems 
persist, which we are striving to completely eliminate. 


Higher Education 


During the prerevolutionary period (1950-57) Oriente University graduated 
379 professionals in its six majors. From 1959 to 1982, 12,621 students 
have graduated, an annual average of 573. Our university currently 
offers 33 majors, 13 in science and technology, 9 in social sciences 

and humanities and 6 in the exact sciences. 


Since its founding the Frank Pais Higher Teachers Institute has graduated 
4,290 professionals, 642 of whom have masters in education, while 

the rest, 3,648, are practicing teachers who earned their advanced 
degrees in regular courses in workshop format [por encuentros]. 


At present the institute has an enrollment of 1,679 students in regular 
day courses and 6,134 in regular courses in workshop format, plus 

a faculty of 440. To meet the requirement of granting degrees to 

all practicing teachers, several branches have been opened up in the 
municipalities themselves, such as Palma Soriano, Contramaestre, Songo- 
La Maya and Guama. 


The three centers of higher education in our province have worked 
hard to post good results in the main indicators of graduation and 
retention, and they have gradually emhanced the quality of teaching 
and gained experience. 


Public Health 


Public health has undergone major transformations since the triumph 

of the revolution. Before 1959, there were just 8 state hospitals 

with 1,400 beds, a network of group health care institutions that 

were paid for by the users and that were a source of wealth for the 

owners of these "health care centers," and lastly a series of small 

private clinics. There were no health care institutions such as polyclinics, 
dental clinics, hygiene and epidemiology laboratories, prosthesis 

shops and other vitally important facilities for providing suitable 

health care services to the populace. 


The province currently has 26 hospitals, 7 of them in rural areas, 

12 dental clinics, 26 polyclinics, 2 homes for the elderly and 1 facility 
for the handicapped. Moreover, the number of other health care units 

has increased, such as hygiene and epidemiology units and centers, 

dental and orthopedic prosthesis laboratories, etc. To provide more 
skilled medical care, three pediatric intensive care services, a adult 
intensive care service, one intermediate care service and one nephrology 
service have been set up. 
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Primary care was expanded in 1982 by incorporating 2 additional polyclinics 
into the system and increasing the number of beds by 4.2 percent over 1981. 


Health care services were offered in 1982 through 1,139 physicians, 
up 6.4 percent, and 319 dentists, up 3 percent from 198]. 


There were 3,685,800 medical visits in 1982, with twice as many house 
calls as office visits, a ratio of 4 visits per inhabitant. There 
were a total of 951,800 dental visits, down 1.3 percent from the year 
before. 


The program to reduce infant mortality has been successful; in 1977 
the rate was 28.8 per 1,000 live births, dropping to 18.4 in 1982. 
We should note here that the municipalities of Guama, Tercer Frente, 
San Luis, Mella and Palma Soriano have indices above the provincial 
average, and we are therefore continuing to stress compliance with 
the preventive and medical care measures provided for in the mother 
and child program. 


The rate of maternal mortality is still high; this has to do with 
shortcomings in the program for comprehensive care for women. 


The program for better treatment of patients and relatives has led 
to a clear-cut drop in hospital-related complaints. 


We will continue to emphasize these efforts until complaints are completely 
eliminated, and a decisive role in this regard is played by the mass 
movement based on a revolution in services. The Oncological Hospital, 

a maternity facility, the Blood Bank and several departments in hospitals 
have so far earned the Model Unit award. 


Systematic efforts have been put forth to identify and select the 
students of the Carlos J. Finlay Contingent and to establish the material 
groundwork so that these final-year students can work in rural and 
municipal hospitals, by building and outfitting their places of residence 
and refurbishing the hospitals in which they will render their services 
and do their internship. 


During the 20 years since it was founded, the Higher Institute of 
Medical Sciences has graduated more professionals than fled the country 
during the early years of the revolution. From 1976 to 1982, 715 
physicians and 41] dentists graduated from the institute, making a 
total of }1,126 professionals. 


Whereas just slightly more than 60 students were enrolled in the first 
course, which began in 1962, 5,442 doctors, dentists and licensed 
nurses are now being trained. 


This institute has contributed to the development of medical and dental 
education in the eastern provinces, all of which now have departments 
of medicine advised by our institution. 
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Both the number of cases and the incidence of infect ious-contagious 
diseases such as mumps, German measles, measles and malaria have been 
reduced, while cases of diarrhea-related diseases, acute respiratory 
ailments and hepatitis are still on the rise. 


A number of infectious-contagious diseases have become more common, 
and thus health care workers and the population in general have had 
to make an enormous effort to eradicate hemorrhaging dengue fever 
and conjunctivitis. 


The efforts to eradicate the Aedes Aegypti mosquito continued in 1982, 

but the hoped-for results were not achieved, inasmuch as a great many 
outbreaks were still detected by the end of 1982. These were due 

mainly to shortcomings in environmental sanitation and the failure 

of government units and homes to comply with prescribed measures, 

as well as to technical problems in the work that vector control centers 
perform. In light of this situation, steps were taken; more manpower 

and equipment were earmarked for these efforts; the Central Government 
provided more technical assistance, and the Executive Committees exercised 
tighter supervision. 


The Public Health Ministry conducted a comprehensive inspection of 

the province's health care services, during which it detected a considerable 
number of shortcomings caused by ignorance of and failure to comply 

with the dental and medical care-related standards and regulations 
established by the ministry. 


A program of measures and tasks was drafted, and according to the 
checkups, it has been complied with. These efforts, along with the 
investment program, improvements at facilities and the strengthening of 
rural hospitals by incorporating them into the medical school system, 
will enable us to gradually eliminate these problems and offer more 

and better health care services. 


Community Services 


This branch performed well in meeting its quotas for 1982, although 
housing administration fell short of its earnings quota by three percent. 


The water supply quota was 93.2 percent met, which means that 4.4 
million cubic meters were not distributed. The province fell 20.1 
percent short of its water treatment quota; the municipality of Santiago 
had a great deal to do with this, because the inflow to the drinking 
water plants was lighter than planned throughout the year because of 

the severe drought in the province. 


The quota for the rebuilding of green areas was surpassed by 53.7 
percent, and the quota for the maintenance of these areas was exceeded 
by 36.9 percent. Thus, 2.5 million square meters in all were taken 
care of. 














In 1977, there were 32 vehicles for collecting solid waste, but only 
1? a day were in operation on the average, collecting 416,175 cubic 
meters of garbage. The fleet at present numbers 52, whihc in 1982 
collected 764,561 cubic meters, a 183 percent increase over 1977. 
Trash is collected every 3 days in most areas, and this service is 
obviously still inadequate in meeting actual needs. There are 10 
dumping grounds, none of which employ sanitary landfill; 5 of them 
have equipment to bury the trash, and the other 5 burn it. 


There were only five funerals parlors in 1977; now we have nine. During 
these 5 years 30 new pieces of equipment have arrived and enhanced 
this service. 


The main shortcomings in community services are due to the inadequate 
work done by Urban Control, which has not developed the organzation 

and technical advisory services that it requires, nor have its managers 
exercised suitable supervision. There are also difficulties involving 
the investment process, which is a major factor in this sector, due 

to a lack of an appropriate structure and of resources for performing 
the work involved. 


Cultural, Athletic and Recreational Activities 
--Culture 


The province has been making an effort to expand cultural facilities 
and every facet of artistic activity in the various municipalities. 
The 1982 quotas were met and the planned activities were carried out, 
with the exception of theater performances. 


The province has 173 basic cultural facilities, including 9 bands 

Or representative group, 17 museums, 23 libraries, 8 cultural items 
stores, 3! bookstores, 5 art galleries, 20 cultural houses, 37 movie 
theaters, 13 choirs and 10 theater groups. 


Major national events have been staged in the province since 1977, 
foremost among which have been the national choral festival and the 
traditional minstrel festival. During this period we promoted several 
provincial activities whose importance and quality made them nationwide; 
two outstanding examples are the Festival of Caribbean Culture and 

the Poetry Festival. An average of 10 international events are also 
staged every year, including the gala in July. 


Some other important facets of cultural work have been the culture 
promotion campaigns and the music clubs. Among the cultural activities 
that are still very popular we should single out the traditional Santiago 
carnivals; the cultural weeks in the various municipalities, especially 
Santiago; the Tivoli Fair, a fine example of the amateur movement; 

the “Sierra Maestra" Newspaper Festival and, more recently, the cultural 
evenings on Heredia Street and Cultural Street in Palma Soriano, which 
give enormous numbers of children, youths and adults the chance to 

enjoy the various shows. Another accomplishment has been the opening 

of the Caribbean House as a center for research into the area’s cultural 
roots. 
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The amateur movements is an important vehicle for occupying the free 

time of children, youngsters and our entire people. This movement 

has been gradually refined and has been both a qualitative and quantitative 
success. 


Cultural work has been aimed fundamentally at students. For example, 
168,965 students belong to the Jose Marti Pioneers Organization at 
present, 78 percent of enrolled students. Some 4,406 groups have 

been formed in the various branches of art. Seventeen Pioneer Artistic 
Brigades have been set up, consisting of 276 groups and 9,889 pioneers, 
and efforts are also being made to organize Rythmic Bands, of which 
there are currently 102. 


The FEEM [Federation of Mid-Level School Students] has a strong amateur 
movement comprising more than 600 groups, which recorded positive 
results in 1981 and 1982. An average of 2,000 amateurs took part 

in the festivals held during this period, in more than 52 local, 8 
municipal and | provincial event. 


The young people in the FEU [Federation of University Students] are 
actively involved in the activities of both the Amateur Artists Movement 
and others, such as the university cultural evenings, the get-togethers 
of amateurs in various fields, the "Para Bailar" and "Todo el Mundo 
Canta” programs and the new minstrel movement. 


We should mention here the work that the province's 20 Culture Houses 
have been doing to promote culture within the community. They comprise 
some 500 activists and monitors who support the work of artistic institu- 
tions. There are 53 workshops and 22 clubs attached to these houses. 


One important effort that we can point out is the creation in the 

city of Santiago of the Cultural Centers of La Placita, Los Hoyos, 
Carabali, Izuama, Carabali Olugo and Tumba Francesa, which work mainly 
with young people, who learn the various dances, steps and drum beats, 
etc. This helps to preserve the tradition that for decades has been 
part of our cultural identity. 


Santiago, Palma Soriano, San Luis and Contramaestre have been declared 
municipalities with 10 cultural institutions, and the rest are working 
to round out their complement. 


--Radio and Television 


The quota of the 1982 technical-economic program was exceeded by 9.6 
percent, which represents growth of 5.6 percent over 1981, and during 
the year more than 336 transmission hours that were lost because of 
power shortages and broadcasting difficulties were made up. 





The basic objectives of journalism's systematic use of criticism were 
achieved in 1982, and a total of 328 studies were conducted to delve 
more deeply into economic and service-related problems. New programming 
spots were created, such as "The Microphone on the Street," "Responding 
to the People," etc, which have promoted more effective criticism. 


58 











There are six radio stations, located in the municipalities of Santiago, 
Palma Soriano, Segundo Frente and San Luis; the latter was inaugurated 
in July 1982. The radio broadcasting range in the province was expanded 
with the installation of transmitters in the municipalities of Guama 

and Palma and by carrying the signal of the Provincial Station to 
Segundo Frente by telephone line. 


The television broadcasting quota has been on the rise. In 1982, 
the quota was met 100 percent, with a broadcast time of 916.02 hours 
from Santiago. The program quota was 1,945, and 2,186 were actually 
put on, 12 percent over goal. This was accomplished as a salute to 
30 November, that is to say, a month before the end of the year. 


All of the transmissions assigned by Cuban television and the ICRT 
[Cuban Institute of Radio and Television] to the eastern provinces 
were broadcast. We would single out, among others, the broadcasts 
from Bayamo and Manzanillo on the occasion of 26 July 1982 and the 
16 hours in color during the Central American and Caribbean Games 
from Santiago. 


--Sports 


Success was achieved with the main indicators in this activity, as 
the quotas for mass and school-age participation were surpassed by 
4.2 and 6.4 percent respectively, the quota for recreation by 20.1 
percent and the quota in physical culture by 2 percent. 


The quota for municipal competitions was surpassed by 6 percent, for 
provincial competitions by 24.4 percent, for school competitions by 
8.7 percent and recreational competitions by 13.4 percent. 


The quota for camping activities was exceeded by 13.9 percent. Steady 
efforts were exerted in social athletics, as we retained second place 
nationally. In school athletics we improved from fourth place, which 
we held for 3 years, to third in 1982. The Inter-EIDE [School for 
Sports Beginners] games began in 1981, and we took third place in 

the two national meets held so far. 


The province had 96 athletic facilities in 1977. We currently have 
189, including 8 Olympic-size pools, a Rekortan track with bleachers 
and the Armando Mestre Athletic Association. In 1982 a total of 51 
sports facilities were built in remote areas of the province, which 
has enabled the rural population to become more involved in athletic 
and physical culture activities. Nevertheless, the needs of these 
areas are still not being fully met. 


[In 1977 we had about 250,000 participants; we now have almost |! million 
people involved in physical culture, sports and recreation. More 

Mass Sports festivals have been held, 5 in all, at which more than 
250,000 students and workers participated in 18 athletic events. 











One of the major events was the I4th Central American and Caribbean 
Cames, at which our province was the site of the volleyball and weight- 
Lifting competitions. The games were run well, thanks to the efforts 
of all involved. 


Work is under way to further the development of athletics by making 
better use and taking better care of existing facilities, and we are 
continuing to make more intensive efforts to achieve better results 
in the nationwide competitions in sports like boxing, jai-alai, etc. 


~-Justice 


The activities of the Directorate of Justice have recorded gains during 
the period. Efforts have been made to improve the efficiency of the 
services rendered to the people by the Registry Office, marriage offices, 
notaries, the Commission of Appeals, National Patrimony and the registries 
in general. 


There were some shortcomings in the work of the Appeals Commission. 

They were examined, and steps were taken that have improved its operations 
through periodic evaluations, while reconciling its cases with the 

Urban Reform and deamnding compliance with established provisions. 


The advisory services for the Offices of Urban Reform have been inadequate, 
because they come under the Directorate of Community Services. This 

makes their work difficult but does not justify the problems that 

have developed. 


Action has been taken to reduce the backlog of pending birth records 

under Article 68 of the Family Code. The offices of the Civil Status 
Registry have also been given a role in the political and social activities 
im towns and districts, and group marriages are being performed, which 

has enabled longstanding relationships to be legalized. 


The Department of National Patrimony has been taking more legal action 
and has done orientation work that has led to the registration of 

3,538 basic resources, in accordance with the resolutions of the Justice 
Ministry. Increasing work should be done in this regard. 


(19 Jul 83 pp 5-6] 


[Text] There have been delays and indecision in the efforts to train 
judges. As of 1981] this activity was organized systematically under 

the Justice Ministry's programs, and efforts are under way to raise 

the attendance rate, which has been adversely affected by organizational 
shortcomings. 


We have monitored the enforcement of Decree-Law 27. The problems 

and shortcomings here are worsened by the slow and complex collection 
system and by the shortage of inspectors, which makes effective enforcement 
impossible. The collection rate stands at 50 percent in the province. 








Greater efforts are required here, as well as more streamlined, less 
bureaucratic methods of collection so that it achieves the objectives 
for «hich it was approved. 


Support for the Cooperative Movement 


Attention has been devoted to the farm cooperative movement. As of 
the close of 1982, there were 148 such cooperatives with 6,805 members 
and 4,190 caballerias of land. 


The People's Government has been involved in this effort by supervising 
the administrative directorates that make sure that work gets done 

in the areas of education, culture, sports, local industry, commerce, 
restaurants, labor and social security, physical planning, finances 

and others. Work is evaluated every 2 months, and members of the 
Executive Committee and ANAP [National Association of Small Farmers] 
leaders make periodic visits to the various cooperatives to familiarize 
themselves with the problems they face and to seek solutions. These 
efforts have enabled us to maintain the necessary links with this 

new form of farm production and to promote it. 


Defense-Related Activities of the People's Government 


[he organs of the People's Government have given priority attention 
to defense-related tasks. 


[he Provincial and Municipal Executive Committees have worked to strengthen 
the Military Committee, the Municipal Military Directorates, Civil 

Defense, the MTT [Territorial Troops Militia], the mobilization of 

the economy and all of the activities designed to guarantee the 
mobilizational and defensive capacity of our territory. 


All of the province's sectors continued to do praiseworthy work in 
organizing the MTT's. This began with a study of the methodological 
documents and continued with the registration period, during which 
the people of Santiago quickly and resolutely signed up en masse. 


At the same time, the studies and constructica projects for the MTT's 
were started up. We should mention here the warehouses, firing ranges, 
armories, workshops, facilities for the training of command personnel, 
study centers for unit personnel and other requirements. 


Our comrades in the FAR, the Executive Committees, the workers, the 

staff of administrative directorates, delegations, enterprises, mass 
organizations and the entire people did an extraordinary job to evaluate 
in just a few months the tens of thousands of sign-up requests, to 
organize thousands of militiamen in their units, to select hundreds 

of command personnel and place them in regiments, independent battalions 
and other small combat and logistics units, and to begin, duting the 
troop organization stage, the training classes, spell out their combat 
missions and whip them into complete combat and mobilizational readiness. 
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The Military Committee has performed its tasks well. Foremost among 

them are the permanent and systematic rounding out of the wartime 

rosters of the regular units and the training of reserve personnel 

in accordance with the plans that are formulated; organizing notification, 
review and delivery of mobilizational resources to the various military 
units; the preparation and supervision of enlistments, and the call-ups 
into active military service. 


Some administrative directorates have failed to comply with the established 
legal provisions of the military registry system, and thus the Executive 
Committee has taken steps and permanently monitors this activity. 


Main Actions and Accomplishments in the Battle Against Crime 


The Commissions for the Struggle Against Crime have been operating 

in the province and the municipalities since 1978. They are presided 
over by the People's Government and have representatives from the 
Prosecutor's Office, the courts, the UJC [Union of Young Communists], 
mass organizations, the PNR [National Revolutionary Police], the Interior 
Ministry's Physical Protection Department, as well as provincial admini- 
strative leaders. 


These commissions have worked mainly to tighten economic control over 
administrative activities, their units, warehouses and other branches, 
as well as security at all units. 


Efforts have also been made to strengthen administrative personnel, 
especially at the rank-and-file level, to demand stricter enforcement 

of physical protection requirements and of state secrets, to bolster 

the worker and CDR [Committees for the Defense of the Revolution] 

goards, to have the Prosecutor's Office give more lectures, to prevent 
fires and traffic accidents, to carry out the program of audits, inspections, 
inventories, monitoring, day and night watches at units, to do a systematic 
evaluation of the causes of crime at the various production, service 

or educational centers so that it can be eradicated, to perform supervisory 
work to prevent situations that encourage embezzlement and theft, 

and to monitor violations of Laws 1321 and 1246. 


The yearly plenary evaluation meeting on crime establshed the measures 
to be taken in 1983 to reduce crime and to insure better care of our 
people's assets; these measures are being enforced at all times. 


In accordance with the instructions from higher levels and in compliance 
with the guidelines of the Provincial Executive Committee, in April 1982 
all Administrative Directorates drafted the program of action against 
crime in the various economic sectors. This program is evaluated 
quarterly and has led our leaders to take a series of steps to mitigate 
the damage that crimes does to our economy. 
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-Looking After Minors 


Looking after minors was another priority task during the year. The 
efforts were aimed mostly at insuring higher school retention, seeing 
to behavior problems of students at each school and continuing to 
expand the double session, which is still not widespread enough. 
These tasks were regarded as essential to prevent young people from 
becoming involved in crime. 


The province's various forces were involved in crime-prevention activities, 
following the guidelines charted by the People's Government for the 
directorates of culture, sports, education, labor and social security, 
public health, etc. Im coujunction with the Interior Ministry, the 

FMC [Federation of Cuban Women], the CDR's, the CTC [Central Organization 
of Cuban Trade Unions], the ANAP, the FEEM, the OPJM [Jose Marti Pioneers 
Organization] and the UJC, these directorates have implemented programs 

to achieve various objectives. 


Activities have been developed to insure a proper use of free time, 
such as: athletic events, promoting new areas, organizing teams in 
schools and neighborhoods, etc. The amateur movement has also been 
expanded among young people through the OPJM and FEEM, and they have 
been encouraged to take part in cultural, sports and recreational 
activities, choruses, strolling carnivals and other activities. 


Specific programs have also been aimed at high-crime neighborhoods 
to attract large numbers of young people, especially those with behavior 
problems, to the aforementioned activities. 


Recreational activities have been expanded with the creation of Pioneer 
Scout Camps, popular camping sites, halls and clubs where thousands 
of children and young people make wholesome use of their free time. 


The Education Directorate is systematically promoting the Scientific- 
Technical Interest Clubs, while boosting the number of visits to museums, 
expositions and galleries. 


The shelter for homeless children has been opened. Run by selected 

and duly trained personnel, this institution has enabled us to provide 
children abandoned for various reasons with a family environment, 

proper education and security for their future. Its capacity is inadequate, 
however, and studies are under way to promote more such shelters. 


A school was set up for boys under 13 with behavioral problems. It 
is meeting its objectives and has enabled us to give special attention 
to boys who, while not yet involved in crime, displayed deviant conduct. 


The work of the Standing Commission of the Provincial Assembly for 
Attention to Infants, Youth and Equal Rights for Women has enabled 

us to pass resolutions and take steps to provide better care for minors. 
The commission has conducted inspections or research at day care centers 
and in neighborhoods, schools, reeducation centers, recreation spots 

and other institutions that deal with children and youths. 
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Assessment of the Organizational Operations of the Municipal and Provincial 
Assemblies 


--Assessment of the measures taken and the results achieved in applying 
them in the areas discussed in the resolution of the party's Second 
Congress on improving the Local People's Government Organs (OLPP) 


In early 1981 the Executive Committee analyzed the decisions and resolutions 
of the party's Second Congress, including the tasks stemming from 

the economic guidelines, and drafted a document setting forth all 

of the activities incumbent on the People's Government. The document 

was studied by the Provincial Executive Committee and the Municipal 
Executive Committees and by all Boards of Directors. Programs of 

action were drawn up and discussed at the rank-and-file level with 

workers, in coordination with the unions, and quarterly monitoring 
arrangements were established. 


Comrades were appointed by fields to carry out these tasks. The basic 
emphasis was on the resolution of the party's Second Congress regarding 
the improvement of the OLPP. 


We will outline below the action taken pursuant to the measures stemming 
from this resolution and which will be discussed in greater detail 
elsewhere in this report: 


-The quality of the sessions has improved; the preparations are, in 
general, suitable, which has fostered a discussion and analysis of 
the major current problems of greatest interest to the populace; the 
delegates have become more combative, which has enabled them to pass 
specific, fitting resolutions. 


-In our province we have spelled out the content of the evaluation 
reports that the Executive Committees and Labor Commissions render 
to the Assemblies; we have set forth guidelines for raising vital 
aspects and given instructions to include all facets of interest. 


-The Labor Commissions are more widely used for monitoring and inspection 
work, but further efforts should be made in this regard. 


-The monitoring of economic and service activities has been systematized, 
and a demanding approach has been taken to compliance with quotas, 

the proper execution of the budget, efficiency, conservation, compliance 
with the orders of central agencies, systematic attention to defense 
tasks, support for the sugar harvest, the cooperative movement, health 
care plans, education, investment and other areas. 


-In spite of these gains, we must continue cur work in this regard 

and tighten the supervision of directorates, enterprises and units 

in order to achieve greater efficiency, and the Executive Committees, 
directors and members of Boards of Directors must continue to systematize 
their links with the masses. 
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The resolutions and measures decided on during this session to achieve 
this aim are already bearing fruit, because we can see closer ties 
with the rank-and-file. 


-Arrangements are being made to devote greater attention to delegates. 
Some of them are: local meetings to analyze with directors and delegates 
to what extent solutions are being implemented; one day a week has 

been set aside for delegates to meet with administrative directors; 
analysis of attention to delegates is included periodically on the 
agenda of Executive Committee meetings, and resolutions are adopted 

in this regard; monthly visits to districts, meetings with groups 

of delegates and other activities that help to devote more attention 

to them are programmed; in towns with an executive delegates, the 
members of the Executive Committee and the top administrative personnel 
meet with the delegates in those towns to assess problems in the various 
areas in the presence of invited mass organizations. 


-The quality of the meetings at which delegates render accounts to 
their voters has improved. They are closely coordinated with the 
mass Organizations and boast an attendance of no less than 80 percent. 


The demand on directorates and enterprises to come up with appropriate 
responses and concrete solutions has become a daily activity for the 
People's Government, its directorates and its delegates. 


Grassroots checkups by the Labor Commissions are another mechanisms 
that has been utilized to ascertain the quality of the responses given 
to the delegates by the directorates and enterprises, and this has 
enabled us to take specific measures. 


-Positive results have come from the publication in the press of the 
efforts that Executive Committees and Directorates have made to solve 
the problems raised at stock-taking meetings. These reports demand 
that the answers be suitable, assess them and reject those regarded 
as inadequate so that they can be reanalyzed and corrected. 


[he above does not mean that all shortcomings have been eliminated. 
Accordingly, measures have been taken to eliminate bureaucratic responses 
and to get certain municipalities and directorates to come up with 

more answers. 


--Solving the problems raised by the populace at offices and stock- 
taking meetings. Attendance of voters. Activities with the most problems 


The stock-taking meetings scheduled from 1977 to 1982 were held, and 
gains were made in this regard each year. 


Forty-five days in advance, the Provincial Executive Committee approved 
the programs of measures that were analyzed with all of the mass organi- 
zations and the UJC. In addition, the Municipal Executive Committees 
specified at each stage the tasks to be undertaken with the forces 

at that level to insure that the meetings were of high-quality and 
attended en masse. 








Another positive development is that the districts salute the stock- 
taking meeting during each stage with social work in which the masses 
participate. 


To bring about the active involvement of the voters and the entire 
people, the Provincial Executive Committee and the Municipal Executive 
Committees have made an effort to guarantee an increase in material 
solutions and in the quality of answers, by seeing to it that the 
performance of the delegate is backed by the members of the Executive 
Committees and the Administrative Directorates so that they are familiar 
with the roots of the problems, can verify them and look into them 
along with the delegates and voters. 


This has become an ongoing activity in which all forces are involved: 
Executive Committees, delegates, directors, Boards of Directors and, 
above all, the masses, whose involvement has been decisive in developing 
more solutions. 


In this activity we have demanded strict compliance with the provisional 
methodology of the National Assembly that governs the preparations 

for stock-taking and dealing with the problems raised by voters. This 
methodology has been subjected to periodic analysis by the Executive 
Committee, the Boards of Directors and the Labor Commissions. 


Attendance has been on the rise every year. In 1977, 49.9 percent 

of the voters attended the stock-taking meetings, in other words, 

an average of 227,083 during each stage of the year; in 1982, 426,594 
voters took part on the average in the two meetings, 80.5 percent. 


The following are some of the main activities undertaken: 


-Analysis of the percentage of solutions and of the quality of responses 
to the problems raised at all of the meetings of the Provincial Executive 
Committee and the adoption of resolutions in this regard. 


-Verifying the origins of the problems at the local level by the members 
of the Provincial and Municipal Executive Committees, directors and 
other administrative personnel. 


~The Boards of Directors assess the quality of the responses and 
the percentage of solutions in each municipality and appoint comrades 
to visit the delegates and districts that so require. 


-Zonal meetings are held periodically; they are attended by directors, 
delegates and members of the Executive Committees, and local mass 
organizations are invited also. The discussions at these meetings 

lead to solutions for many problems through the involvement of the voters. 


-The members of the Provincial Executive Committee pay visits perdioically 
to the municipalities, along with the provincial directorates, to 

assess the situations brought up. possible delays, incorrect answers 

and the enterprises having problems in this regard. Districts are 

also visited. 
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-A report submitted weekly to the Provincial Executive Committee 


-A report submitted weekly to the Provincial Executive Committee monitors 
the percentage of solutions and answers, which in turn is reported 

on the mass media. This has helped to single out those doing good 

and poor jobs in attending to complaints, as well as to identify 
continuously which difficulties or inefficiencies adversely affect 

the performance of the Executive Committees and Administrative Directorates; 
steps can thus be taken to correct this. 


The above mechanisms have fostered greater support for the personal 
efforts of the delegates, which have improved every year. 


--Percentage of Solution 


In 1977, 4,779 complaints by voters were taken care of, 1/3 of the 
problems raised. The trend since then has been decidedly upward, 

because in 1982 8,926 complaints (46 percent) were taken care of, 

and 2,463 (13 percent) were taken care of with a simple answer. Of 
the remaining 8.002, 3,312 were given a response but the solution 

is pending, and the remaining 4,690 have no solution, though they 

were duly explained. 


The following are the areas in which the voters had the most complaints: 


--Community services: construction and repair of roads, housing, water 
supply systems and sewer systems; 


--Transportation: improvements in urban and rural bus service; new 
routes; expansion of taxi stand service, etc; 


--Commerce and restaurants: requests to open up new services; poor 
treatment at units; repair and construction of units; expansion of 
the network into rural areas and expanded availability; 


--Electric power enterprise: electrify new zones; expand service in 
others; elininate illegal electric drop lines; improvements in voltage 
and street lighting; 


--Education: repair and construction of schools; absenteeism of teachers 
in highland areas, and more classrooms; 


--Public health: construction and repair of medical care units; more 
physicians in rural and suburban areas; 


--Commercial, personal and household appliance service: expanding 
the network of such services; open up new receiving outlets; improve 
repairs of household appliances, especially those needing spare parts 
and components; 


--Requests for further investment in hospitals, polyclinics, pharmacies, 
basic primary and secondary boarding and semi-boarding schools, pre- 
uniervsities, day care centers, movie theaters, supermarkets, grocery 
stores, bridges, highways, etc. 
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The responses to complaints in 1982 could be described as positive, 
inasmuch as all forces were more responsive to the grassroots level, 

the masses were suitably involved in the solutions, the administrative 
directorates, enterprises and units performed better, and the Executive 
Committees and each of their members exercised closer supervision 

and were more demanding. All of this enabled us to counteract and 

cut down on bureaucratic responses to problems and to provide more 

and betier responses and solutions. 


Efforts are continuing to eliminate the shortcomings that persist, 
so that in this field the People's Government is equal to our people's 
demands. 


--Meetings of Delegates with Their Voters 


The Provincial Executive Committee and the Municipal Executive Committees 
have systematically attended to the program under which delegates 

meet with their voters, because this is an essential link between 

the populace and their representative in municipal government. In 

1977, delegates received 53,830 voters in 24,445 get-togethers, whereas 
in 1982 they met with 80,840 voters on 28,293 occasions. The average 
number of voters attended to per meeting has ranged from 2 to 3, for 
example, 2.2 in 1977 and 1982, 2.8 in 1980 and 3 in 1981. 


When the regulations were changed in 1982 limiting stock-taking meetings 
to two a year, a series of measures were taken to holster the get- 
togethers between delegates and their veters. Foremost among them 

are the following: 


--Advising voters of the importance of requesting a meeting to bring 
up any problem that adversely affects the district, the municipality, 
the province or the country, and not just personal problems; 


--Putting together informational material for the grassroots level 
in coordination with the mass organizations; 


--Assessments by the Municipal Executive Committees of the performance 
of delegates and administrative directorates to provide more solutions 
for the problems brought up at these meetings; 


--In the record of the meetings that the delegates turn in, they should 
list the voters they met with, the day of the meeting and the voters 
who raised problems on other days, inasmuch as the delegates do not 
always note down the countless problems that are brought up with them 
outside the established timetable for meetings; this still causes 
difficulties. 


With regard to the problems brought up and the percentage of solutions 
achieved, the results looked like this in 1982: 
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Problems brought up at meetings: 70,796 

Problems physically solved: 29,752 (42 percent) 

Problems solved by explanatory response: 30,479 (37 percent) 
Problems attended to with solution pending: 6,460 

Problems attended to: 4,105 

Problems pending response: none 


We should emphasize here that the number of problems raised has increased 
year after year, which we view as a positive sign because it shows 

that the masses have confidence in the Local People's Government Organs 
and in their representatives. The percentage of physical solutions 

is acceptable, generally ranging from 41 to 45. 


The Executive Committees in the province and the municipalities have 
assessed the shortcomings that still adversely affect the quality 

of the meetings between the delegates and their voters. They have 

taken steps to correct the inadequate publicity that these meetings 

have received, to counteract the tendency to wait until the stock- 

taking meeting to bring up group problems, to demand that the Administrative 
Directorates pay suitable attention to these complaints (without dis- 
tinguishing between them and the ones voiced at the stock-taking meetings) 
and to encourage the delegates to respond properly to all of the issues 

that the people bring up at their meetings. 


--Attending to the Complaints of the Populace 


To handle the complaints and requests that the populace voices in ( 
various ways, the Executive Committee established a mechanism based | 
on the eight recommendations that the National Assembly passed in 

1979. The Executive Committee's resolution was ratified that same 

year by the Provincial Assembly, and since then compliance with it 

has been monitored and reports rendered to the assembly. 


Furthermore, we have developed an organized way of dealing properly 
with citizens who come to the seat of the government organ. As of 
1981 in particular, we are dealing with this task in a more flexible, 
dynamic and in-depth manner, based on a thorough assessment of the 
existing shortcomings. 


--Attention to Delegates to Improve Their Performance. 

Proper attention has been paid to the delegates during each session 

of the People's Government Organs, and the results of this effort 

have been reported to the Assembly. 

The Executive Committees have properly organized the attention accorded 
delegates, both as a group and as individuals, and utilize the following 


mechanisms to that end: 


--Weekly meetings with them to analyze issues relating to their functions; 
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--During the orientation and control visits by the Provincial Executive 
Committee and the Administrative Directorates, greater attention is 
paid to the delegates and their performance; 


--Each member of the Executive Committee meets on a rotating basis 

with a particular group of delegates to lend them assistance, to become 
familiar with the problems affecting their work and to analyze whether 
they are having trouble performing their duties. This does not restrict 
contacts between these comrades and any member of the government organ; 


--They are given help in properly staging the stock-taking meeting 
with voters during the established periods. To this end, they visit 
the districts and hold zonal meetings with the delegates, directors 
and members of mass organizations to analyze the preparations for 
the stock-taking meeting and, in particular, the complaints during 
the period; 


--The members of the Executive Committees attend some stock-taking 
mectings to assess their development and to offer suggestions on how 
to overcome any shortcomings detected at them; 


--The provincial and municipal assessments of the delegates’ reports 
on their meetings with voters, processing and following up on their 
complaints, the percentage of solutions achieved and the difficulties 
they face, reveal which delegates are failing to do their duty and 
are having trouble; measures can thus be taken to gradually eliminate 
these shortcomings. 


In general, the delegates have established appropriate ongoing relations 
with the mass organizations in their districts, and thus voters can 
become actively involved in solving their own problems. 


in spite of the gains in this regard, there are still some shortcomings 
that we must deal with. 


--Efforts to Improve the Performance of the Assembiy‘s Standing Commissions 


There are currently 17 Standing Commissions in the province, and an 
effort has been made to balance their makeup. Thus, of their 215 
members, 149 are production, services and teaching personnel, 26 are 
technicians and professionals, 37 are state, administrative, political 
and mass organization leaders, and 3 are retired. Some 69.3 percent 
are workers and 32 percent (69 of them) are women. 


Since the People's Government Organs were created in October 1976, 

the commissions have given an accounting of their performance to the 
Provincial Assembly at the close of every year, and their work programs 
for the following year have been approved. 


As a result of the measures suggested and taken over these 6 years 
of work, the commissions now perform better and more efficiently. 
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By conducting more and better inspections and studies and by handing 
down more and better rulings, they provide a wider range of advice 

to the Executive Committee and the assembly. Nevertheless, there 

are still some shortcomings that adversely affect attendance at meetings 
and the performance of certain tasks. 


[In this period, the Standing Commissions have performed al! of the 

tasks in their work programs and in 1982 they have conducted numerous 
inspections, studies and visits and submitted numerous rulings and 
reports that have been beneficial to the work of the People’s Government. 


--Overall Evaluation of the Performance of the Standing Municipal 
Labor Commissions 


The efforts of the Standing Commissions of the Municipal Assemblies 

have been in general positive during this period, mainly due to the 
measures taken by the Executive Committees and the mechanisms for 

dealing with problems that have been established. This has fostered 

gains in the work of the commissions, especially in the area of additional 
inspection and monitoring of the local and nationally subordinated 
directorates and enterprises. 


The inspections of the activities in their sphere of action have gained 
in quality, as a result of the experience that they have built up. 
Nevertheless, more attention has to be devoted to the problems hampering 
their performance, inasmuch as in some cases they have done poor work. 
The Executive Committees have monitored the work of the commissions 
through the established mechanisms. Thus, they took part at some 
meetings, analyzed the studies submitted and met with their chairmen 

and held seminars with their members. Moreover, during the period 

all of the Labor Commissions gave an accounting of their work to the 
Municipal Executive Committees and, in some cases, to the assemblies, 
which gave rise to resolutions and measures to improve their performance. 


During the year the commissions conducted a total of 1,143 inspections 
and 62 studies and issued 112 rulings. 


The recommendations of the Secretariat of the Central Committee and 
the enforcement of the Provincial Regulations for the opertions of 
the commissions have contributed to some of the gains made in their 
work. 


Measures Taken by the Province to Carry out the National Assembly's 
Resolutions 


[he Provincial Executive Committee has systematized its responsiveness 
to the resolutions of the National Assembly. When the resolutions 

are received, the Provincial Executive Committee drafts and approves 
programs of measures in accordance with them, and they are then sent 
to the Municipal Executive Committees, Administrative Directorates 

and enterprises that are involved in carrying them out. 
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fhe programs are then evaluated on a qurterly basis, which enables 
us to ascertain delays and omissions and to take appropriate measures. 


At their meetings with Administrative Directorates, the members of 

the Executive Committee analyze, among other things, the degree to 
which the entities involved are complying with the National Assembly's 
resoluticns. 


The resclutions are also assessed during the control and assistance 
visits to the municipalities and are followed up on quarterly by the 
Municipal Executive Committees. 


In 1982 priority attention was devoted to the following resolutions: 


a) Measures were taken to implement the modifications to the Rules 
and Regulations of the Provincial and Municipal Assemblies. 


b) The recommendations of the Commission of Local Organs that were 
approved at the July 1982 session when the Provincial Assemblies rendered 
their accounts; these recommendations are evaluated in this report. 


c) Measures approved when the the Education Ministry rendered its 
account at the July 1981 session. 


d) We promoted the tasks incumbent on the province that resulted from 
the ruling that was approved when the Ministry of Light Industry rendered 
ifs account. 


e) The recommendations of the Commission of Overall Economic Activities 
when it analyzed the report on the 1981] budget. 


f) The local tasks contained in the ruling of the Commission of Consti- 
tutional and Legal Affairs when it examined the report of the Attorney 
General's Office of the Republic. 


g) The eight recommendations for properly processing the complaints, 
Suggestions and requests of the populace. 


h) The provisional methodology for staging the stock-taking meetings 
and for processing the proposals of voters. 


Attention Given by the Provincial and Municipal Executive Committees 
in Support of the Work of the Peputies 


The attention devoted to the work of the deputies in the province 
and the municipalities is similar to the attention devoted to all 
delegates to the Municipal and Provincial Assemblies. Nevertheless, 
Since they are the representatives of the highest government organ 
in our territory, they are given facilities to carry out their work 
when they so request. 











fhe Municipal Executive Committees have organized tours through target 
economic projects and give them periodic reports on the government's 
actvities, the main tasks and difficulties being faced and other aspects. 


The committees and the directorates and enterprises where they work 
have emphasized the need to invite the delegates to attend the sector's 
various activities, although there are still problems in this regard. 


The Provincial Executive Committee invites them to all of the assembly's 
Sessions, in which they take an active part. In addition, we send 

them documents of socioeconomic interest that keep them well informed 
and better able to guide the populace 


The Municipal Executive Committee have taken the same steps. Moreover, 
the deputies who are not delegates to the Municipal Assemblies have 
a standing invitation to attend the sessions of this assembly. 


Their involvement at functions, plenary meetings with the workers 
and other events has expanded, especially in 1981 and 1982. 


Eftorts are currently under way to provide more information on all 

of the tasks, plans, social projects, difficulties and other facets 

of the situation in the territory, and to give the directorates, enterprises 
and units at which the deputies work a better understanding of the 

role that they play. 7 


Assessment of Linking the Masses to the Tasks of the People's Government 


Since the organs of the People's Government were established, we have 
constantly sought links with the masses through their organizations 
to pursue our province's tasks. 


Every year we have further refined the methods for expanding the 
people's involvement in responding to the proposals of voters and 

in carrying out all of the socioeconomic tasks in which their presence 
is needed. 


fhis important work is accomplished through: 


--Support for the preparation and staging of the stock-taking meetings 
put on by the CDR's, ANAP, FMC, CTC, FEEM and OPJM, encouraging the 
massive participation of the voters. 


--Links between the members of the Executive Committees, administrative 
directors and delegates, and the lower-level perscnnel and rank-and-file 
‘f the mass organizations; the aim of these links is to delve into 

the roots of the proposals, complaints and problems in various towns, 
villages and neighborhoods. , 


--The active and organized involvement of the population in the many 
social welfare projects and in cleanup and beautification work. 
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Support for health care campaigns, including the campaigns for vaccination, 
panitation, against the Aedes Aegypti mosquito, blood donations and 
no less important tasks in this sector. 


“The joint efforts with the FMC, CDR’s, CTC, ANAP and other organizations 
to fight and prevent crime, to look after the State's assets and socialist 
property and to pay more attention to the problems affecting minors. 


“Active involvement of the population in expanded efforts to conserve 
electric power and water, to salvage raw materials and in other tasks 
based on the resolution of the Sixth Plenum of the party’s Central 
Committee in which the participation of the masses is required. 

fhe following tasks, among others, were undertaken in 1982 with the 
help of the populace: 


--The repair of 190 restaurants and 380 businesses, as well as assistance 
in building 14 new units. 


--Support for the remodeling and construction of the athletic facilities 
for the I4th Central American and Caribbean Games, of which the province 
was a secondary host. 


Support for the construction of nine medical residences, nine centers 
ff vector control, two guard corps and other health care facilities 
such as polyclinics and hospitals that were repaired. 


in wholesale trade, volunteer work helped to repair 31 units, and 
the people were involved in building 2 new storage facilities. 


“General repair work on bookstores, museums, movie theaters, cultural 
enters, radio stations, pioneer camps and camping sites. 


‘More than 112,900 CDR members were mobilized and put in 511,627 

urs of volunteer work fixing streets, sidewalks and curbs. A total 

f $6,034 square meters were repaired, and more than 2.45 million 
worth of work was done on various road, maintenance and other 


[In cleanup and beautification activities, 4,521,486 CDR members (some 

uuinted twice or more) put in 9,514,910 hours of volunteer 
7/ C 
/ J 


work. 
741,444 cubic meters of trash, cleared 40 4 


; linear meters 
f ditches and 2,230,830 square meters of green areas and cleaned up 
7 92 are me’fers of rubble. 


_ 
/ 


In short, the masses took an active part in many social and economic 


projects that would have been impossible to undertake otherwise 








Work Done by the Province to Strengthen the Economy of the Municipalit‘es 
The province has taken certain measures to strengthen the economy 
ff the municipalities; foremost among them are the following: 


-In apportioning its program and budget, the province takes into 
account those municipalities that are having the most trouble with 
their development and gives incentives to those that have shown the 
greatest efficiency the previous year. 


--The province apportions the investments over which it has decision- 
making power and assigns nonnominal projects in such a way as to benefit 
the towns that need them the most. 


--When the former Provincial Enterprise of Construction Materials 

eased to exist, its establishments and units were transferred to 
the Construction Maintenance Groups in each municipality in order 
to further expand this activity. 


‘The service infrastructure has been expanded, especially in the 
less developed municipalities. They now have shops for the repair 
of television sets, refrigerators, watches, stoves, radio and other 
household items and appliances. This has gradually reduced their 
dependence on other municipalities. 


--Bus terminals and shops and other such establishments have been 
installed; they are providing the technical and production-re’ ated 
ynditions tor greater economic independence in the municipalities. 


These facilities continue to expand in accordance with the funds that 
the province has available and the efforts of the municipal organs, 


which play a decisive role. 


When the Provincial Enterprise of Construction and Construction Maintenance 
was created, administrative units under it were organized in each of the 
municipalities, where, with the exception of Santiago and Palma Soriano, 

the small enterprises under the municipal organs ceased to exist. 


fo prevent the municipal organs from losing control over this important 
activity in their territory, the Provincial Executive Committee resolved 
that these administrative units would come under both the Provincial 
Enterprise and the Municipai Executive Committee so that it would 

be at that level that the basic personnel would be appointed and the 

main resources administered and so that the Provincial Enterprise 

would never make decisions detrimental to the municipality's constructive 


’ ] PY Try, » 
development. 


the production quotas of the Construction groups in the municipalities 

| Songo-La Maya, San Luis and Contramaestre have been gradually increased 
and they have been given some equipment so that they can soon become 
Construction Enterprises subordinated to their municipalities. 








-Work Done by Local Or, ans in Connection with Nationally Subordinated 
Ac t ivil 11'S 


The Provincial Executive Committee has maintained appropriate, ongoing 
relations with the nationally subordinated delegations, directorates 
and enterprises installed in our territory. 


Through the Directorates of Planning, Finances, Prices, Justice, Labor 
and Social Security and Physical Planning, which provide guidelines 

tor all activities in the territory, we have monitored compliance 

with technical and economic plans, the quality and efficiency of their 
indicators, the proper execution of the budget, compliance with pricing 
policy and the qualit,s of the investments and the suitability of the 
investment sites chosen in accordance with the guidelines set forth, 

and we have demanded consistent enforcement of socialist law and labor, 
wage and social security policy. 


The Executive Committee systematically monitors the investment process 
and demands that all forces in the territory comply with the established 


revulations, 


Ihe eftorts of these directorates have enabled the government organ 
to discharge its inherent functions and at the same time to support the 
important activities in the economy as a whole that nationally subordinated 


mwencles are engaged in. 


\lthough these efforts have become more comprehensive in the province, 

the municipalities have not gained the same level of control and authority 
Ver activities in their jurisdiction, due to structural problems, 
the poor development of the Functional Directorates and personnel 
roblems. Some municipalities, such as Palma, Segundo Frente and 
yantiago, have achieved better results in this fie d. 

hey participate in the Supply Distribution Councils; the Commissicn 

: ton of the Economic Management and Planning System; 

Savings Plan; Electric Power, Fuels and Lubricants Conservation; 


, 
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the personnel in these organizations and process the complaints voiced 
by the voters during each stage, demand that they comply with the 
provisional methodology of the National Assembly and help them to 
develop the required solutions and responses. 


During their daily ftunctional monitoring of the development of nationally 
subordinated socioeconomic activities in the territory, the members 

of the Executive Committee also urge the central supplier agencies 

to give priority to the funds, inputs, raw materials and equipment 

they need to meet their quotas. 


Through Civil Defense, the Municipal Military Directorates and the 
Uno Directorate, they monitor the performance of the duties of all 
directorates, delegations and enterprises in the area of defense and 
take steps to correct the deficiencies that they detect when they 
monitor this priority task in our country. 


When necessary, these organizations have submitted reports to the 

issembly or Executive Committee. This has been the case with Agriculture, 
the Sugar Industry Ministry, the State Committee for Technical and 
Matertal Supply, the Electric Power Enterprise, the Delegation of 

the CEE [State Committee for Statistics], the Light Industry and Food 
Industry ministries, the Petroleum Derivatives Distributor, railways, 


mmunications, etc. 


Furthermore, the monitoring and inspection work that the assembly's 
‘tanding Labor Commissions perform in their units and enterprises, 

is well as the suggestions derived from this work, enable the Executive 
Committee to pass resolutions aimed at improving the work of these 


entifites 


CSO: $248/1199 
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yvana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 28 Jul 83, No 30, pp 42-45 

. - hoer er ~ 4 : ‘ wi , : , 
Article by Pedro Prada in collaboration with AVANTE, MGR organ: Holding the 
lag a Tho r Fists") 
l in Their Fists” 
Text; A little more than 10 months ago, a unit of torpedo and rocket launch- 
. . 7 —_— ' , wr. » zm : o [Rea . : 
rs of the Western Naval District of the MGR [Revolutionary Navy] was pro- 

Z 7 ‘ . ° , 2 
laimed Initiator of the Socialist Emulation in the FAR. At that solemn cere- 

, . . e » ~~ ‘ 
ny, the members of the MGR issued a ne ag commitment to the rest of their 
. ae . ~ ~ . * eh) sh » . 4 ° 
rotners in arms Now as the 1982-83 year of struction ends, these initia- 
9 
- ~ - ~ . - 4 ’ ” a * i” le + 
r ti: play their best achievements within t " Frabeno of the celebration 
) * » ~ + tr € tr } 

the 3 imnniversary of the attack on Moncada Barracks. 

oo? . noo v ert et hh tre imaAia + e At th a it + = n _ | 0 ‘a -~ + we 
is bes witl ie indicators of the commitment of honor mace on Septem- 

ned ’ +” 

i result of the hard work done by the chiefs, officers, specialists, sailors 
nd in workers, the unit had greater accomplisnments than necessary: the 
. ——s . a on as mes 14 7 Th. 4 ¢ ° sere 1 ; m 
mmitme smmbdat readiness was overfulfilled. This was revealed at each 
ractice, in the fulfillment of each mission and in the maneuvers and training. 
he exce nt rating achieved in rocket firing at naval targets was even more 

eritor ince we know that the firing was directed by young officers. 
e unit c? " showed the work results proucly. The commanders developed wide- 
ingm@ing skill in directing the launches and in the use of the equipment and 
rmaments. The chief stated with pride: "Jt was woncerful to see how, with 
y @ little data, they managed to command all the action. There was such 
eed and rdination during the air raids that the day an airplane appears, 
rY¢ wi i 4 reaiiy rire " 
wiedge and adaptation to new enemy armaments were very important in the 
~~, * * «+ * "> 
} mM « 
ning ried out under difficult combat nditions in bad weather and a 
mn sea strengthened the physical, psychological and moral quaiities that 
~~ * wae , .* ——_* .¢ ars 7c - — ‘rp ~ ~ oy 
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f the iast exercises we had the opportunity to participate in was a long 
sing under a tropical low wnich produced strong winds and swells of 
mds, The waves buffeted the launches and swept over the decks and 
ge Nevertneless, the sailors conquered nature and seasickness and car- 
t the task in an exemplary way. This made it possible to develop clock- 
KX pre sion in the actions to the point that the men already Know what the 
' ler will be. 
torpedo strikes and performance in the inspection were as gooc as the 
cet launches. It was not necessary to tell anyone what to do. The launches 
wed the wakes. Tactics and military naval art were mastered witn notable 
Young officers like Frigate Lt Daniel ey Riveri and Snip Lt Ramiro 
+ tood out in their admirable leadership of the action at every moment. 
basic matter to many was training for the surprise factor with which the 
my will try to attack us. The members o: the initiator unit--from the 
rs to the chiefs--nhave been trained for this. Many commander's are young 
new and iack the experience of years al‘tnough they already have magnifi- 
* training. That is the dialectic of the development of life and the FAR. 
n year the cadres whom our military inst:tutions train are more qualified 
irry out the defense missions of the fatherland. 
init chief was aiso satisfied, with reason, by the work done by the gen- 
taff's. The leadership exercises and *he mastery and speed of planning 
fe ilt conditions--with gas masks on in places filled with smoke-- 
thened the nmviction that the strength of the troops depends on the 
‘ssful work of the chiefs. At the same time, it developed the feeling of 
el work and personal and collective initiative. 
nief pointed out: "It should be noted that many orders, decisions and 
‘n missions assigned by headquarters originated in the launches. They were 
fleas of young commanders." 
wing of them, it is appropriate to recognize the outstanding work of men 
rvette Lt Marcos Perez Lopez, commander of the vanguard launch for the 
nd nsecutive year, and an example of modesty, unselfishness and complete 
lication to his snip and its crew. 
ther gre act fement in the fulfillmen® of the commitment of honor as 
tiator of tr ocialist Emulation in the FAR were the results of the politi- 
ind party work The alternate for the init chief for political work said 
nat this t been the best year for political training in the history 
tne unit, characterized by the incessant search for new fo and methods 
work. Attention to the Marxist-Leninist training of officers and political 
isses for sergeants and sailors, the meet ngs with attorneys to expand the 
rizor of the sailors and contacts with families should be pointed out. 
i! inbreakable ties were created and s' rengthened between the party and 
‘Union of Young Communists]. There are already young members of the 
mmu t Par f Cuba} in the crews. The young communists have impetu- 
y pu {all the personnel with them ‘he communist members, fulfilling 











. 7» Cc, Dap y AN Dee . ho Brin WIP Can, sce . 
tne agreements of the Second Party Congress and the Fourth UJC Congress in an 
cemplary way, have constituted the basic nucleus of all the activities 
le ve ped. 
‘ = v } > j ’ ~ 4 - ot a ry are 4 = Co - ‘. } , ’ 5 a } 4 
his was revealed during the Moncada XXX exercises. Before leaving to fulfil 


. 


tne mbat mission, a group of sailors received membership cards as communi 
in a solemn ceremony commemorating a heroic tradition of the Soviet Army in t 
great patriotic war. Can there be a greater honor than to go to combat as a 


Attention to the needs of the man, his recreation, interests and motiva 
t he rnerstone of political and party work and the foundation of solid mi 
tary discipline--were the constant focus of the work done by the political 
team. There are game rooms, parks, sailor clubs, smoking areas, Lenin-Marti 
rooms, rowing bases, an outside gymnasium and a flag room. The weed i 

; they hope to complete it before the next year of 
instruction. Combined with conditions created on board and in t 
mitort: ind classrooms, these demonstrate “he reason for tne respect and fra- 


ternity between chiefs and subordinates. 
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number of comrades who strive for the position of FAR vanguard is signifi- 
Many incentives and recognitions, including medals, have been awarded. 


it is not exaggerated, then, to say that the combat morale and military disci- 
pline are excellent. 


However, tnere is one very interesting fact that has led to greater and more 
iifficult goals for the officers. That is the attitude of the sailors. They 
nave been the real leaders. The patriotic duty of defending t i 

fOlution has been especially assigned to them. Frigate Capt Miguei Angel Her- 
nandez de Armas stated emotionally: "Our soldiers have been an example for 


~~ 


rnere 1S also the unlimited confidence of the chiefs, particularly the unit 
lief, in each one of the men in this collective. His speeches to the troops 
ive like a nversation with friends. 


Menelao Valdes Arencibia, Oscar Garcia Salazar, Carlos Castro, Angel Ugarte 
ind Orestes Bombino are some of the names that the members of the initiator 
unit cite with greatest pride. They are true examples of youths forged by the 
revolution. They have defended the peaceful and creative work of the people 
ind fulfilled their assigned missions in an exemplary way. 


t, however, the best picture of the Initiator Unit of the Socialist 
ion in . The best impression of these men comes from sharing 
navigation, talking about their joys and sorrows, listening to them dis- 
yreign policy as vehemently as specialists and attending a meeting of a 
mnittee or an emulation review. These show the human, political and 
iry stature of the young sailors of the fatherland who train for combat 


¢ 


) will be other years of instruction and the demands will be greater as 
levelopment demands. The enemy who threatens to tear off the lone star on our 
‘lag must know well that this will always be a very hard task. Every rocket, 
torpedo and part is ready to open fire and “all with devastating force on ag- 

ressors against the fatherland. 


/ will return to the sea, the water, sun and salt, leaving the wake behind 
n tne blue sea that surrounds us, the miles and miles navigated in defense 

ns. But the unforgettable experiences of this year will remain indeli- 

The sailors who are trained will remain proud of the privilege of having 

embers of the rocket and torpedo launching unit of the Western Naval 
rict of the MGR which was proclaimed Initiator of the Socialist Emulation 
the FAR in the year of the 30th anniversary of Moncada. 


: . Se «u ro . 7.7.1. . } . - ; Ps mn -~,) 
jer where the heroes of the fatherland are, the firm fists that hold up 
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POLICE HIGHWAY PATROLS ERADICATING SMUGGLING 
Havana MONCADA in Spanish Jun 83 pp 64-66 
(Article by Alfonso Puron: "Highway Police"] 


'Text] It was a night of torrential rainfall. On the Ocho Vias close to the 
intersection with Tapaste Highway in Havana, the cars traveled slowly because 
of the low visibility. A gray and white car with Highway Patrol marked on the 
hack was parked on the turnoff that leads to the town of San Jose de Las Lajas. 
in total silence, the patrol waited for the order from Contral to begin the 
planned operation. 


"Attentior ar 644! Target close to Point 21. Go!" 


Tne driver of tne car with license HL 9011 did not know where those two rota- 
ing Dlue lights had come from. His reaction to the approaching danger was to 
step on tne accelerator. 


or . / ~ " 
ir 646! Go! 


Further away on the wide road, the man pursued saw two other lights approach- 
i Oy the second. He only had one chance: to turn off at the Central cross- 
roads and try to hide in some bend. 


No sooner did he try than a third pair of 1 ghts forced him to put on the 
rakes. There was no escape. The car remained tilted on its side at the edge 
the road. He got out and instinctively put up his hands. He knew that the 
e would find the coffee he had hidden. 


ince 18 February, at every hour of the day no matter what the weather, the 
t " 


‘Ol watches the main accesses to Havana City from the east, west 


lecause of tne various missions it carries out, its creation has dealt an ef- 
fective blow against those elements who try to traffic in different types of 


irticles or products between one province and another. 
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me necessity for the people like rice, bananas and coffee 


ing tnat period tl 


r 
lations. Seven of 


r 


niy 4 months, the members of the PNR [National Revolutionary Police} who 


up tnis new corps have searched 10,319 vehicles and found products of 
eing smuggled. 


J 


r 
nave also arrested several citizens wanted for crimes like abuse of a 


ition, deflection of state resources, speculation and improper use of allo- 


q ad , 
> res yurces. 


ley have given 620 citations to drivers for Traffic Code 
these were taken to tne PNR unit because they did not 
triver’s licenses and two for driving while intoxicated. 


ptain Banos Leon of San Jose de Las Lajas said that the Havana Highway Pa- 


watches and patrols all the peripheral roads of the capital and Matanzas 


‘ince. I|ts main mission is to fight against smuggling and against those 


nat affect the people as well as the national economy. 


inted out: “This does not mean that the police in the Highway Patrol do 
e behavior like fights or disturbances or that they do 
a traffic violation or accident. 


iey are full members of the police, qualified to confront crime in all its 
iations, but they aim their attention at smuggling. The results so far 
onstrate that the objectives for which tne Highway Patrol was created are 


> 


j ‘sfully met. Proof is that, witnin a brief period, the percentage 
r rime has decreased considerably." 


work that the Highway Patrols in the other provinces do influences this 


ration. There is close coordination among all of them. 
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very difficult now for the traffickers to dodge the patrol and bring in 


transfer their cargo since the circle the PNR has extended around the large 
ies and towns deters this crime. 


ligence, Astuteness, Courtesy 


are three characteristics that must prevail in a member of the Highway 


," revealed Warrant Officer Rodriguez Gutierrez, chief of Car 646 and 
riy of the Ministry of Interior. 


first two, because you never know where smuggted items might be hidden. 
traffickers think up the most unlikely places. They modify the structure 
lesign of the car or add new compartments that are almost invisible. An 


stute person would never discover them. 


ry mstantly change their methods. They now try to spoil the operation by 
ne *o bring in a small quantity of products, arguing that these are for 


imption. For example, they do not transport 20 or oun 

ids which they resell in the capital at exorbitant prices. 
edure forces them to make more trips to the inter 
very of the new mechanisms depends on the astuteness and intel- 
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"Courtesy 1s basic. An impolite agent is inconceivable in our society. Most 
f the time the comrades understand the role we must play." 
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r Sergeant Duarte Aguiar interrupted: "Of course, there are exceptions. 
ne sSionally encounter drivers who do not understand and are annoyed when 
ae ask them for the documents for the car or the cargo they transport. 


"We stopped a Volga with License HT 6675 from the Special Automobile Service 
Havana City recently. Its driver said he had left his driver's license at 


"Wnen we told nim he had to go with us to tne unit to carry out the required 
procedures, he became angry and acted improperly, as if we had been the negli- 
gent ones. We then discovered that it was not the first time he had made that 


Not Only to Curb but Also to Help 

Farly in the morning on Tuesday, 5 April 1983, a truck with Hauling No. 2 2882 
from tne Nationai Transportation Base broke down near the town of Catalina de 
suuines. Its cargo was expected in Havana City for shipment and the serious- 
ness of tne breakdown would considerably delay its arrival at its destination. 


darrant Officer Portales Cruzates of Highway Patrol Car 644 showed up on that 
tne road and requested immediate aid througn his telephone equip- 
\n nour later, the cargo was taken to the capital on another truck. 


Warrant Orticer Portales Cruzates pointed out: "Any vehicle that has slight 
famage or problems in reaching its destination receives immediate aid from the 
lignway Patrol since it represents man-hours not worked or bus passengers, even 
nildren, exposed to a long wait due to something beyond their control. 


"This also makes it possible to clear the vehicle area and prevent possible 


traffi iccidents that, on high-speed roads like Ocho Vias, have fatal 
y .1OF " 
} ° 
rring to this aspect, Sergeant 3t Class Gonzalez de Leon, driver of 
‘4, pointed out that traffic lents have gone down considerably in 


Jana Province since the formation of the Highway Patrol. 


" y ea Kn: ~1 1 je esr , \aive 7 > ! the + ior 
nce tl irea patrolled is so extensive, drivers never Know wnere tne Hign- 
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wa trol might be. That forces them to be very alert in every sense which 
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ntrol and a reduction in accidents." 
there are exceptions. 


OT “~r, ans _- 4 .e DH- A 7 a r ere . er ‘ a 
gnoring the presence of the Highway Patrol, the driver of state venicle 
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ergeant First Class Gonzalez de Leon concluded: "When a crime is detected, 
iS necessary to act energetically and quickly. If it is negligence, that 
must be explained to that comrade. It is necessary to be persuasive in each 
BSC o , 
"Tne aspects mentioned above, combined with the combat and phy 
make it possible to develop efficient work and increase the ope 


tr4 r ~ c } " 
tne Nignway Patrol. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ECUADOR 


FISCAL DEFICIT ESTIMATED AT 21 BILLION SUCRES 
Quito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 6 Jul 83 p A-l 


(Text] The government's 1983 budget shows a deficit of 21.35 billion 

sucres with no prospect for covering it, as all possibilities of financing 
through internal or external debt have been exhausted, according to revela- 
tions yesterday by ID [Democratic Left] legislator Luis Mejia, while he also 
painted a bleak picture of the national economy. 


Mejia, who is a member of the Budget Committee, informed yesterday's 
session of the House of Representatives of a series of fiscal indicators, 
and commented on the proposal to raise teachers’ salaries nationally. 


He reported that beginning last 1 July, the Central Bank of Ecuador [BCE] 
had to commence paying interest, coupons, and amortizations on the public 
domestic and foreign debt, for which some 12 billion sucres are needed, 
while there is a deficit of 5 billion sucres in the domestic debt, and 

} billion sucres in the foreign debt. 


Mejia pointed out that in 1983 the nation's treasury used some 7 billion 


sucres from this year's income to pay budget expenditures corresponding 
to 1982. 


He said that applications for drafts pending payment in the national 
treasury approach 3 billion sucres, of which 2 billion are in the BCE, a 
sum which cannot be transferred due to lack of funds in fiscal accounts. 


ile also said that among the main payments pending at the treasury is the 
transfer of 950 million sucres to pay primary and secondary teachers’ 
salaries for the month of May, and 270 million sucres for universities and 
polytechnic institutes for the same month of May, while equal sums are 
ilready due for June salaries. The treasury has also failed to cancel 

some 1.1 billion sucres in transfer payments to the Ministry of National 
Defense, and 750 million for the 1982 public employees’ Reserve Fund, which 
is not a matter for consolidation. 


Mejia noted that the treasury has used to capacity amounts assignable to 
the "Official Payers'" account (75 percent), having recorded use of a cumu- 
lative total of several billion sucres. 











There is a backlog of 2 to 3 months in the transfer of allocations charge- 
ible to the National Participation Fund [FNP], interest from which pays 


ror 


practically all municipal and provincial council expenses, added 


i € 


r is committed itself before the IMF and other internationa! 
tinance agencies to comply with a strict plan for economic stabilization, 
and especially to reduce the elevated fiscal deficit of approximately 7.5 
percent of GNP at 4.5 percent, for which it will be necessary to reduce 
budgetary expenses as well as expenses throughout the public sector, 
noted Mejia. 


[here are currently 66,418 government-paid teachers, of whom 56,573 (85 
percent) earn the base salary and the functional increment of 30 percent; 
the rest receive additional remunerations ranging from 40 to 95 percent of 


bal »¢” wait t« 


Only 2 percent of government-paid teachers can be found between the first 
and third categories; the remaining 98 percent fall between the fourth and 
tenth categories, where they receive wages representing from 133 to 236 
percent of those in the first category. 


He added that given a total of 66,418 teachers, for every 100 sucres over 
the base salary, there is an additional expense of approximately 228.5 
nillion sucres a year, that is 2.285 billion sucres for a monthly salary 
hike of 1,000 sucres; or 2.742 billica for a raise of 1,200 a month; 
§.428 billion for a raise of 1,500 a month; 4.570 billion for a raise of 
',000 a month, and 6.855 million for a raise of 3,000 a month over the 

ise Salary. Included ir. the sums are amounts needed to pay the thirteenth, 

nth, and fifteenth categories’ salaries, as well as money for the 
i and Employers’ Contributions. 


| 


ejia added that if the fiscal problem is not solved, then no matter what 


2 ; : ; } e741] } 

monetary, exchange, or economic measures are adopted, there will be no end 
; - . . ‘ ‘ ‘ ’ 

to t erious process of inflation, nor will the national economy s 

reien debt be corrected. 
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t is estimate - Sal Mejia, tnat Dy i I54, the pudeget W1lii nave c iNnc.zuUuce 
etween ind 60 billion sucres just to service the public internal and 


<ternal debt, which could represent between 45 and 55 percent of all 
‘rdinmary revenues. If one adds to this percentage the 35 percent required 
for education, and the 15 percent requested for public health, there would 
e nothing left in the budget for the remaining public services, nor could 


inv work orojects be carried out, as these three items alone would exceed 


j } . ; nm ] yay ‘o . sie ia ,4 
Mm percent f the national udget, concluded Mejia. 








COUNTRY SECTION ECUADOR 


HUGO ORDONEZ DECLINES FRA PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDACY 
juito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 6 Jul 83 p A-1 


(Text) Dr Hugo Ordonez Espinosa's decision not to run for president of the 
republic tor the Alfarist Radical Front [FRA] had the impact of a “bomb” 
here in Guayaquil, especially in politica] circles. The FRA's general 
lirector, Cecilio Calderon de Castro, announced that the party's executive 
ofticers will meet soon to select a new candidate. 


The text of Dr Ordonez's announcement reads as follows: 


‘Dear Madam: By means of a telegram sent to your office last 6 May I 

iccepted the presidential candidacy to which you and the other leaders of 

the FRA had so honorably nominated me, and as 1 had indicated, once the 

legal and statutory requirements to formalize the nomination were met, I 
plied tor membership. 


‘My experiences of the last few weeks, the knowledge I have gained concern- 

ing individuals, facts, and circumstances involved directly or indirectly 

he elections soon to take place, as well as observation of the country's 
litical situation, have forced me to review my situation. I have arrived 

it the conclusion that I should not continue in the aforesaid candidacy, 

ind I therefore decline it before you and the other leaders of the FRA, not 

without first reiterating my profound gratitude for the high honor you 

bestowed upon me in nominating me for the post. 


* 


[ am aware that my resignation will awaken feelings of disappointment and 
frustration among those citizens who, guiced solely by patriotic motives, 
roposed my candidacy and have sustained and advanced it, but I feel that 
if [| were to continue any longer, or simply delay the announcement of this 
lecision which I am hereby communicating to you, I would be derelict in my 
luty, and might cause much greater, perhaps irreparable, harm. In any 

ise, and insofar as my personal feelings are concerned, let the record 

w omy deepest gratitude toward my compatriots. The episode which comes 

to a close with this note has given me the cpportunity to become intimately 
icquainted with the pure and noble idealism which motivates your politicai 
struggle, as well as the firmmess of your patriotic and democratic convic- 
tions, the courage with which you uphold and defend them, the invariable 
rectitude of your thoughts and actions, all that, in sum, which makes of 











you an honor to Ecuadorean womanhood. All my respects to you, and all my 
idmiration, and I offer you my promise that the struggle for the cause and 
the ideals which we share, the cause and the ideals of the Ecuadorean people 
and their justice, will continue on other grounds. Very sincereiy, Dr Hugo 
Ordonez Espinosa." 


Wr Ordonez's resignation comes prior to his proclamation as a candidate, 
which had been scheduled by the FRA for 30 July. 


9839 
CSO: 3348/57% 








COUNTRY SECTION ECUADOR 


BRIEFS 


CFP, ID COALITION DISCUSSED--The supreme director of the Concentration of 
Popular Forces [CFP], Averroes Bucaram Zaccida, is hopeful that the creation 
of a center-left coalition, if successful, will constitute a great movement 
for the defense of the country's poor and disadvantaged. The head of the 
CFP considers this the most practical and effective means of confronting the 
oligarchic right wing that is now exploiting the country, and it will also 
allow Ecuador to move out of the state of economic, social, and moral 
prostration into which it has been plunged by the misgovernment of the 
Popular Democracy Party [DP]. Bucaram confirmed that his party is holding 
talks with the Democratic Left [ID], although he admitted that a formal 
agreement has not been reached. Certain foundations have been laid, and 

the idea is that enthusiasm will grow as much as possible, thus leading 
other progressive groups to join the center-left coalition and give it 
adequate strength. He also revealed that in the CFP-ID talks, there has 
been no mention of candidates, as such matters are considered secondary by 
the CFP, while the fundamental thing is to construct a government program 
and the plans of action to be implemented. [Text] [Quito EL COMERCIO in 
Spanish 6 Jul 83 p A-3] 9839 


CSO: 3348/578 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


OPPOSITION DETALLS ANTL-PNC STANDS, HITS GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 
PPP Statement on Free Elections 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 17 Jul 83 p 1 


[Text] The People's Progressive Party observes the week July 10 to July 17 
as a period for reflection on the multitude of abuses by the PNC regime in 
that area of democracy. That democracy in Guyana is in tatters, no one dis- 
putes in all seriousness. This is also a period to pay respect to the memory 
of the martyrs who perished in the struggle for democracy and free and fair 
elections in Guyana. Flagrant violations of human rights have also taken 
place in this time span on significant occasions. In a press statement on 
this occasion, the PPP said:-- 


The Party notes for instance that on July 10, 1978 the regime held its in- 
famous referendum over the strong objections of the vast majority of Guyanese 
electors. This bogus referendum postponed the general elections which were 
due in that year, and was held in an atmosphere of fraud, boycott and a heavy 
deployment of military personnel throughout the country. Less than 14 per 
cent of the electorate voted in that farce, which for the first time saw the 
re-cycling of voters in a desperate attempt by the regime to build up the 
tally. 


The July 10 referendum gave tremendous powers to the regime, which then pro- 
ceeded to extend the life of the Parliament; and to unnecessarily draft a new 
Constitution for Guyana. These processes took two years to finalise. The 
general election which was held in December 1980, was replete with fraud and 
another total mobilisation of the security forces. 


CIA Destabilisation 


The PPP also recalls the CIA orchestrated destabilisation of Guyana in the 
1960s which saw the deaths at the hands of terrorists, of Kowsillia and 
Michael Forde. The death of Michael Forde took place on July 17, 1964 when 
PNC X-13 terrorists working closely with the CIA tried to bomb Freedom House. 
The device was discovered and removed by Michael Forde, but it went off in 
his hand. Another PPP member Edward Griffith perished in a second PNC in- 
spired blast at Gimpex. Each year therefore the Party pays reverence to these 
martyrs who gave their lives for the Party, the country and Socialism. 
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Never to be forgotten are the deaths of Jack Bholanauth and Jagan Ramessar who 
were shot down on the Corentyne on July 16, 1973 during the army's interven- 
tion in the election of that year. Bholanauth and Ramessar were merely seeking 
to protect the ballot boxes from being tampered with, as indeed they were, fol- 
lowing the killings. In that election (for the first time in Guyana) the 
military seized the ballot boxes, and spirited them away to special destina- 
tions before turning them over, at a much later date, to the official counting 
places. 


The PPP recalls that in this period also there has been the brutal murder of 
Father Bernard Darke, photographer for the Catholic Standard. Father Darke 
was bayonetted by a member of the terrorist sect known as the House of Israel. 
This murder was committed while he was taking out photographs of a peaceful 
demoustration against the PNC regime in the city. There is full collaboration 
between the PNC regime and the House of Israel sect. 


No Local Gov't Elections 


While on the topic of democracy, and free and fair elections, the PPP takes 
occasion to focus the nation's attention on the failure of the PNC regime to 
hold local government elections since 1970. In that year the elections for 
District Councils were held in two phases, both of which were blatantly rigged. 
The rigging in the first phase was so scandalous and barefaced, that the PPP 
and other opposition forces boycotted the second phase. Since then for 13 
years no local government elections have been held, despite the fact that in 
keeping with the Municipal and District Councils Act they are supposed to be 
held every two years. 


As a consequence of the delay in holding these local government elections, 
many (and in some cases all) of the Councils ‘elected’ in 1970, are depleted 
of ‘elected’ members and are operating with appointed members. Even in the 
City Council and other Municipal Councils, appointees have replaced most of 
the original ‘elected’ members, who are now either dead, or have resigned or 
emiyrated. 


Despite these irritants and temporary setbacks, the PPP reminds the Guyanese 
people that they must struggle harder for democrary in Guyana. Without 
democracy teeming problems of malnutrition, unemployment, food shortages, 
falling living standards, rising crime, prostitution and delinquency, rising 
prices, child labour, frozen wages and continuing human rights violations 
cannot be solved. 


PPP Public Meetings 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 2, "1 83 p 1 
[Text] The PPP has recently concluded a series of public meetings in upper. 
Corentyne and lower East Coast, Demerara. [na statement to the Mirror, a 


freedom House spokesman said that the meetings all drew exceptionally large 
crowds and the responses of the audiences were enthusiastic. In the course of 
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the mectings, at which the PPP 
General Secretary Cheddi Jagan 
was main speaker at more (han 
helf, the Party explained & 


Dr. Jagan, in discussing the 
PPP's strategy made the point 
that che Party from its scientific 
outlook and Marxist-Leninist 
method of anatysis know that the 
day of reckoning would eome 
under the PNC regime, the eco- 
nomie stagnation, bankruptcy and 
now the severe economic crisis. 
This was so because of the PNC 
rcgime’s incorrect economic 
planning sireiegy, its eorruption 
and discrimination, its lack of 
democracy election scigging), 
ec. The PPP had exposed the 
first development plan, 1966-72, 
as being pro-imperialist and 


“We patiently and persistent. 
by at the organisational and idco- 
logical fronts worked to bring 
about racial and working class 
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worked with the CIA tw put the 
PNC in power. Now that the 
PNC {ts tottering and crumbling, 
and they and the imocrialisw see 
the PPP coming to power again, 
they are once more working to 








Editorial on Mismanagement 
Georgetown MLRROR in English 24 Jul 83 p 2 
[kditorial: "The PNC Has Failed"”] 


|lext| We have, several times before, brought attention to the specific fact 
of mismanagement resulting in the decline in our major industries -- sugar 

and bauxite. We hear many other excuses from the government about the decline 
in production, rising costs, etc., poor world market prices, etc., but the sad 
fact remains that mismanagement is at the core of our problems. Because of 
mismanagement, the anti-socialist forces in Guyana are raising tneir voices 
hard and fast claiming that “socialism has failed in Guyana". They blame the 
taults ot the nationalised industries on the factor of nationalisation. Their 
line has been so raucous that even groups which at one time claimed to be 
pro-socialist, have muted their voices and have bent to the pressue. The WPA 
is one example of this phenomenon and has shifted from a declared political 
programme involving "“anti-imperialist and socialist focus" to siding with the 
rightists. Now, Marxism-Leninism, anti-imperialism and socialism are removed 
trom the WPA vocabulary. 





be that as it may, the problem in the nationalised industries of sugar and 
bisxite has nothing to do with the practice of socialism in Guyana. It has 
io do with the type of government which the PNC is, with its corruption, 
discrimination and its advocacy of party paramountcy. All of these have 
intected these two nationalised industries. 


in the sugar and bauxite industries, in such fundamental corporations as the 
GEC, there has been a steady indifference and neglect of maintenance. This 
is a very tundamental reason for the chaos we see today. 


The industries have been run down, with no planned systems of maintenance, 
repairs, ordering of replacements and parts. It is so bad that major equip- 
ment in these industries and in the production of electricity have been 
destroyed by sheer neglect. Thus from what should be profits, which should 
yo to the workers, are turned into deficits. The GEC is a perfect example. 
Llectricity consumers pay high rates for the Corporation's mistakes. 


lake the bauxite industry as an example. lhe machinery has been run down to 
nothing without proper maintenance and replacements of essential parts. All 
the experts who once ran the industry efficiently, were stupidly discarded, 
instead of working out a well planned system of training to prepare persons 
to take over from the foreign experts. The result of this lack of planning? 
foday the bauxite industry is spending millions on foreign advisers. Even 
the stripping process was abandoned in the hey-day after nationalisation when 
the PNC was putting all its favourites in top positions, irrespective of 
their capabilities, knowledge, expertise, etc. No ome cared a damn then. 
Now the price is being paid for this negligence. If the foreign personnel 
had been correctly dealt with, they would have adequately prepared their 
successors for the complicated tasks of the industry. Now Guymine has to 


9 








employ, at fantastic cost, Green Company to carry out stripping in the mines 
and other US firms to train management. Of course, all this goes back not only 
to PNC nepotism and favouritism, but to its arrogance. 


Similar results are felt in the sugar industry. All the square pegs have been 
thrown into the round holes, as in the bauxite industry. 


When the sugar workers went on strike in 1976-77 which lasted 135 days, in- 
stead of agreeing to the demands of the union (GAWU) for profit-sharing, 
thousands of scabs who knew nothing about sugar were employed. They cut the 
canes too high, thus damaging the ratoons. 


Inexperienced and untrained management have allowed the fields and factories 
to decline. Today, these are not in the same shape they were in during the 
days of the former owners. The rightists and their friends shout that this 
ruin is because of socialism and nationalisation. As before stated, the 

ruin is because of the type of minority regime which was put in power, and 
how it was put in power. Many of those screaming the loudest, helped put the 
PNC in power. 


Even into other fields the same mismanagement has caused declines. We can ask, 
why has copra production declined so rapidly that the consumers are constantly 
suffering from oil shortages? In the Pomeroon alone, there has been ” reduc~ 

tion from 29 copra estates to only 11. The reason is that the goveri: :nt has 

neylected agriculture, for political reasons, has had no plans and has offered 
io serious help or encouragement to these industries. 


we must not confuse the word mismanagement to mean just the inability to man- 
ie correctly. In our situation it is mixed with many factors, which include 
tle basic absence of democracy, in having nationalisation without workers’ 
control, in the gross discrimination that is one of the important aspects of 
the regime's style of operation and in the total lack of any planning strat- 
eyy that could bring recovery to the nation. No, nationalisation has not 


- 


failed; socialism has not failed in Guyana. The PNC has failed! 


CATHOLIC STANDARD Charges 
Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 24 Jul 83 ppl, 4 
[Article by Prof C. Y. Thomas] 
lText | 


WASHINGTON-based IMF-World 
Bank teams were due back this 


week to continue negotiations Unfortunately for the people 
with the government. of Guyana, since their last 
Since the impasse reached visit the economic situation 
during their last visit in has worsened. 
ott exchanges of one sort or The three main pillars of the 
r have been maintained economy: bauxite-alumina, rice 
tween Georgetown and Washington. 24 sugar, continue to crumble. 














BAUXITE 

Last year the output of metal 
and chemical grade bauxite, as 
well as alumina, was 60% below 
targeted output, and about one- 
third of the output levels reach- 
ed more than a dozen years ago. 

The output of calcined bauxite 
was 40 per cent below the target. 
Losses of nearly $150m have been 
recorded by Guymine for 1982. 

Since then shortages of equip- 
ment, spares, skilled personnel, 
support services, and foreign 
exchange have all but ruined 
the industry. 

The recent six-week strike, 
which failed to break the wor- 
kers’ determination to improve 
their lot, will also take its 
toll on future industrial 
relations. 

SUGAR 

Sugar output last year was 15 
per cent down on the targeted 
figure and about two-thirds the 
output levels achieved as far 
back as 1969. 

So far, this year's performance 
has not been any better. 

The announced improvement in 
sugar prices (up 50 per cent in 
a week) is unlikely to last at 
this level, since industry 
specialists are well aware that 
it has been caused by a tempor- 
ary burst of speculation in the 
world sugar market. 

RICE 

The position in rice is no 
better. The problems of drain- 
age and irrigation, fuel and 
tractors, an oversized rice 
marketing board, and corruption 
continue to plague the industry. 

FOOD CRISIS 

Added to this the food crisis 
continues unabated. Apart from 
high priced vegetables, fruit 
and ground-provisions, basic 
foods have all but disappeared, 
except in the parallel economy. 

Without this economy the grim 
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spectre of malnutrition haunting 
the land would have been far worse. 
This parallel economy has 
extended to state outlets trad- 
ing in Guyana dollars in Brazil. 
Prices for everything are sky- 
high. This refers both to the 
“official controlled" prices 
and the prices people actually pay. 


In many cases: rice, milk, oil, 
etc, the actual prices are us- | 
ually more than twice the con- 
trol price. 

While in some cases the price 
charged at state outlets (tyres 
ét $350) is criminally high conm- 
pared to what we know was paid 
for the items in Brazil. 


Unfortunately, the Caricom 
summit has offered no immediate 
relief. Because of falling oil 
prices, Trinidad and Tobago, 
vhich has lent enormous sums to 
this government, is in no posi- 
tion to continue to do so. 

The Caribbean Multilateral 
Clearing Facility, which broke 
“jown principally because of 
Guyana's indebtedness, is to be 
‘estarted. But under the new 
arrangements, particularly the 
quarterly settling of accounts, 
ve would literally have to clear 
»ff our old indebtedness to be 
able to create significant new 
debt in the Caricom region. 

All in all, therefore, when 
the teams turn up from Washington, 
they will find a devastated 
economy, a beleagured government 
and a hungry people - not the 
best position to start meaningful 
negotiations from. 

We can therefore expect the 
worst: devaluation, continued 
wage freeze, retrenchment, more 
food shortages, import restric- 
tions and of course repression 
to force us to accept these. 




















PNC Assessment 


Geroxetown NEW NATLON in English 24 Jul 83 p l 


| 


| lext | 





RECENTLY there 
have been a series of 


_ developments which are 


of the greatest im- 
portance 

These events heave 
been anticipated, if not 
predicted. The Party and 
Government through the 
organ of the New Nation 
have repeatedly warned 
that it was to be ex- 
pected that the op- 
ition, F dy gly t 
orst Possible Alter- 
native (WPA) would 
attempt to raise its puny 
fists against the People’s 
National Congress. 
They have tried and 


‘failed. Acts of sabotage, 


intimidation of those w 
refuse to su the 
hare-brained scheme for 
‘Strikes against the 
government, misleading 
and | fpr criticism 
of the government, all 
these have failed to have 
the desired impact. 

The members, the 


‘supporters of the PNC 
a all 


atriotic and 
responsible Guyanese 
would have noticed that 
these events were 


-engineered to coincide 


with the strike at Linden. 
It was bruited about by 
the opposition that the 
-PNC would not only be 
incapable of 


~ the strike at Linden but 


more importantly would 
find it extremely difficult 
to contain the situation 
on the East Coast and 
West Demerara. But 


whatever schemes of 
lans which were afoot 

take advantage of the 
situation have come to 


= y 

strike at Linden is 
over. The Party and 
on ty discha ved its 
adequate rg 

duty and responsibilities 
to the working people at 


Linden. The events 


described above and 
more choo af ly the 
general situation in our 
country demand that we 
all remain vigilant and 
alive to the activities of 
the opposition both } 
and external. 

It is not enough for 





Guyanese and especially 
members of ir Party to 
turn a blind eye to ac- 
tivities which are in- 
tended to undermine the 
government and state, 
and subsequently 
declare, after the worst 
has happened that they 
ye ose gg ge =. 
sequences. The people’s 
constitution gage rae | 
declares that eac 
citizen has a duty to 
defend the state, ac- 
cordingly each 
Guyanese, each member 
of Party should make 
known to the relevant 
authority all the hap 


‘penings or activities of a 
‘subversive nature. 


The Party members 
sing ‘ct sesat 
i ac aga 

known subversives, they 
must thwart them in 
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their desire to turn back 
the clock. 

They must frustrate 
their wishes to put an 
end to the revolutionary 
gains which have been 
made over the past 18 
years. They must above 
all, demonstrate their 
patriotism and 
nationalism by protec- 

the state from its 
declared enemy. 

In just under a month 
a most § important 

is sc ed to 
take place. It is most 
likely that a mandate 
will be given to the 
leadership of the PNC to 
take measures against 
those who would con- 
strain the Party and 
Government | from 
fulfilling the wishes and 
aspirations of the 
Guyanese e. 
ut the average 
citizen, the group 
members, the su 
of.the PNC can 


‘the process now by 


—_ 





closing ranks behind the 
Party , remainin 
vigilant, and commi 

to the complete 
solidarity with the ob- 
jectives of the 2. 

At the end of day 
our enemies will be 
made to understand that 
the PNC is_ united, 
powerful and will brook 
no interference ‘from an 
irresponsible opposition 
element whose only 
claim to fame 4... aan 

oppose m 
and the other objectives 
of the party. 

















Defense of WPA 
Georgetown OPEN WORD in English 1 Aug 83 p 2 
{Editorial } 


[Text] Those who remember the history of England in the Middle Ages may re- 
call a ruler who once wished that some one of his men would rid him of a man 
he could not handle. An ardent follower felt the grief of the ruler and went 
out and put an end of the offending subject. 


The call to PNC members is to "be bold in initiating actions against known 
subversives" is as murderous as the inciting cries of the English ruler. And 
those who make the call are fully aware of what they are saying. 


Page 1 of the PNC's party organ of July 24 is full of concern about the WPA. 
Having named it and accused it of sabotage and intimidation, without saying 
sabotage of what and intimidation of whom, the PNC paper proceeded with its 
incitement to thuggery. 


It is demanding a mandate from its congress "to take measures against those 
who would constrain the party and Government from fulfilling the wishes of 
the Guyanese people”. They are not talking, as one may think about Imperial- 
ism. They are talking about the WPA. 


The article warned that the rulers “would brook no interference from an 
irresponsible opposition element whose only claim to fame is that they oppose 
socialism and the other objectives of the party”. 


It is hard to think of worse advertisement for socialism than the PNC. Now 
they seem to want others to give them recommendation. OPEN WORD is convinced 
that the question of socialism in Guyana at this period is nothing but a red 
herring - something drawn across the road to take our attention from the 
problems at our feet. 


The PNC is not awaiting any mandate from its congress. it has in fact contin- 
ued to restrict the WPA's freedom of action through the Commissioner of Police. 
Six meetings and two processions have been banned since July 23 by the police 
without any backing of any law. 





The whole police administration with regard to public meetings and processing 
answers the needs only of the ruling party. Highly placed officers in charge 
behave as though they are the personal bodyguards or bartenders of the PNC 
Leader - not public officials. 
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Petition Campaign 
Georgetown OPEN WORD in English 1 Aug 83 p 1 


[Text] The sponsors of the food and jobs campaign have issued a statement 
announcing that the signatures collected to date number 43,000. "This number," 
the sponsors say, "must be seen against the background of widespread and on- 
going victimisation, police spying and photographing of citizens who engage 

in protest activity and against the background of violent crime directed mainly 
against Indo Guyanese". Signing the document for their organisations were Mr 

BK Philadelphia, Clerican & Commercial Workers’ Union, Dr G Kumar, Vanguard 

for Liberation & Democracy, Mrs K Scott, Women Against Terror, and Dr R 
Roopnaraine, Working People's Alliance. Since the release of the statement 

on July 28 the number of signatures turned in has reached 45,408. 


Alter restating the five demands of the campaign the sponsors state that "the 
outbreak of labour strikes and demonstrations in the two main industries since 
April 22 confirms that the campaign was well based in reality and reflects the 
interests and wishes of tne working people”. 


"In the face of these public manifestations, the Guyana government has extended 
its repression to enforce its food policy ... 


"While the rulers proclaim that the country is self-sufficient in food and does 
not need to import wheat flour and other essential foods, the most productive 
workers and an increasing number of other citizens are declaring in a very 
formal way that the government in Guyana governs without the consent of the 
governed. 


"Since the present permitted food supply cannot sustain life at even previous 
unsatisfactory nutritional standards, the sponsors feel that the government 
must acknowledge defeat of its policy and take steps to meet the demands of 
the people.” 

Withdrawal of Jagan Motion 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 22 Jul 83 p 5 


{Text } 
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PPP Central Committee Statement 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 31 Jul 83 p l 


[Text] The People's Progressive Party issued the following statement on its 
recent Central Committee meeting: 


The PPP Central Committee (CC) meeting on July 23-24 resolved to intensify the 
struggle for food, money, jobs and land; to make all-round preparations for 
the removal of the PNC government; to mobilise all Guyanese in the struggle 
for world peace and against nuclear war; to increase solidarity for Cuba, 
Nicaragua, Grenada and Suriname; and to struggle to make the Caribbean a Zone 
of Peace. 


The Central Committee condemned US imperialism for aggravating the world sit- 
uation; for pursuing an adventuristic course with the production of the neu- 
tron bomb and MX missile, and the deployment in Europe of cruise and Pershing 
Il missiles; and for pursuing a military solution in Central America with CIA 
support of counter-revolutionaries; naval manoeuvres and blockade. 


In its analysis of the grave economic situation, the CC praised the 4-union 
movement (GAWU, NAACIE, CCWU, UGSA), the Guyana Public Service Union (GPSU) 
and the General Council of the Trades Union Congress (T.U.C.) for their con- 
demnation of the proposed IMF package which is likely to increase the cost- 
of-living by 40%, and which was deemed by the PNC as "a recipe to riot” (in 
neighbouring Brazil, IMF conditions led to riots). It noted however, that 
even if better terms were secured, it would still mean further hardships on 
the people. 


The CC Meeting hailed the heroic struggle of the bauxite workers for food and 
jobs, and their victory inforcing the PNC regime to abandon its imposed 3-day 
work week. It also praised the TUC General Council for supporting the bauxite 
workers’ strike for food; for condemning the regime for resort to force and 
arrest of bauxite leaders; and for supporting a GMWU-sponsored resolution 
calling on the government to import food, including flour and split peas. 





The Central Committee welcomed the shift in the balance of forces within the 
TUC as evidenced in the decision in late 1982 to oppose and demonstrate 
against the 13% increase in electricity charges, and the decisions of the 
General Council in June. It also called on the workers in the urban centres 
(Georgetown, New Amsterdam and Bartica) to join militantly the sugar and 
bauxite workers in the struggle for food, money and jobs. 


The struggle for food, money, jobs, land and remunerative prices to farmers 
is dialectically linked with the struggle for a National Patriotic Front 
Government based on democracy, anti-imperialism and socialist orientation. 
The PNC regime is incapable of finding a solution to the grave social and 
economic crisis; production and productivity are decreasing instead of in- 


creasing. 
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The Central Committee has agreed to a programme of unity and action at the 
economic, political and ideological fronts. 


Unity without struggle and struggle without unity are both intellectual and 


fruitless. A principled, united struggle must be mounted for a free Guyana, 
for bread and social justice. 


9201 
CSO: 3298/875 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


GENERAL COUNCIL MEETZNG FORESHADOWS PNC CONGRESS 


Burnham Report 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 24 Jul 83 pp 1, 7 


{Text | 


LEADER of the relia 
‘People’s Nationa 
Congress President 
‘Forbes Bersham 
Tapertes stressed the 

ortance of  ina- 

1 and emotional 

lomoneion tion as 

prerequisites fer the 

—e 
ana. 


te give befere the 
current three-day 
of the General 


Conaell of the PNC 
which ends teday. 
‘Economic "‘evetep- 
ment is a function of 
intellectual and 
emotional eman- 


cipation’’ he told 
General Council mem - 


bers and 1 invitees 
who ee heads of 
corpora 8, ‘per- 
rpo aon, 
and other senior 
gove 

_ In bis one-hour address 
at the Conveérition 


(IMF) about the recent 
Caricom Summit in oe 


global economy. His His 
followed by 


oameh thy. “discussione 
fumber 


ng which a 
of suggestions intended 
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to help stimulate the 
national economy were 
advanced. 

' In bis teference to the 
Caricom Summit, Cde. 
Bersham noted that 
there was “a sense of 


tod that it was vid 
that it was eviden 
of the 


selitienl, ofticiaty by 


the respective mem 
states, all their 
ecgsetniee as S Sous. 
He contended that the 
mest impertant decisicn 
that came out of th. 
Summit was the decision 
which paves the way fer 
the free mevement of 
agricukural predects — 
including Ifvesteck 
products — within the 
ee. 
contended further 
that unlike the European 
Community, which has 
ae - ge 
agricultural policy the 
very bedrock of their 
efferts at co-operation, in 
the past, Caricom 
countries have tended te 


ignore ‘ e as a8 
said Guyana could 
benefit im from 


the recent dec to 
promote the free 
movement of 

agricultural produets 
within the region. And in 
discussions at the 


GUYANA 











Summit, Guyans’s sister 
Caricom couatries ex- 

their willingness 
o give preferential 
treatment tural 





rec " 

, that econemic 
independence can be 
achieved only if the 

le wére red to 
make the fu use of 
the resources at 


out, wag the use of rice 
as an alternative to 


members of the General 
Council viewed Friday at 
the Melanie cinema and 
said Guyanese should 
recognise | the 

nce of Gandhi 
—* his followers 
strip selves of all 
imported fabric then 
proceeding to burn 
same. 


he added 
must rely on their 
devices, their 
imagination and 
initiative 


ieee that 

bes intellectually”’, 

be added. he remin- 

ded = the bg 
a 

In fact, 


there are no 


their 
“It is 


‘seffers from 


of 
he 
dead 


members of the 


General Council who 
the 


of the party in between 
Congresses “-as 
dcumiag the report 
the several Regional 
Chairmen and 


considerable 


several in- 





Clean-up for Congress Visitors 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 31 Jul 83 p l 


[Text | 


The recent General 
Council meetin 


People’s 


ational 
ess was the ma 


of the 


Party gr 
Four w 


the cam and the 
Sane ae te involve. 


ours in Region 
0 


spearhead. 


- ' the le in the many 
a Ry a ran ‘ ee tainanitins in the 
forthcoming Fifth ” om 1 Council also 
— Congress. | a t _ & 

nreeting cempaign wou u 
the. -launchiag a the carteundin 


massive aon - 
up campa * 

; r beyond 
mére removal of litter 
Participants x the 
trees. Par 

campaign would also 


would go 


and the 


s, it 
would serve to alalinice 
the incidence of disease 
especially those carried 
by the mosquito. 

Overseas delegates to 
Congress must also be 
taken to places of in- 


concentrate on +» terest in Guyana and 
beautifying areas. General Council has 

There are many food identified a number of 
cease Oras © dkaet rn visits to be con- 
c | ucted during a 

to that could be used — 

decorate parapets. In Some of the delegations 
addition Guyana. boasts: are coming from the 
a variety of wild flowers- People’s Republic of 
that could add beauty to _ China, Cuba the African 
the surroundings and- National Congress, 
those participating in the Zimbabwe African 
clean-up campaign: National Union, the 
would ly use Workers’ Party of 
this. Korea, Uganda and 

Vietnam. 
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Central America Agenda [tem 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 4 Aug 83 pp 1, 4% 


[Text | 


‘the Sth 


Rd Ae a groups have 
v ve responses 
+ invitations to attend 
C { th Peat’ 
ongr of the Peoples’ 
National Congress. 
According to ‘Cde 
Malcolm Parris, 
Executive Secretary tor 
International and 
Economic  Affairs,. 
Zimbabwe and Vietnam 
have indicated that they 
sending 
delegations te the 
Congress. | 
mee tah will be 
represented by a group 
from » the dimbabwe 
African National Unies 
— Front (ZANU- 
. 
Positive responses have 
also been received from 









those delegations whieh 
traditionally attend 
vane 

de Parris, who & 


rieh Sthacels 
nisations overseas, 
sald that 
Congress, disc 
will be held © 
Guyanese based ohn 
seas on the establish 
ment of economically 
viable projects. 
Congress alse presents 
an opportusity fe 
bilateral discussions with 
overseas fratersel 
organisations “oe 
developmental p 
as well as afford 
chance for dialogue with 
overseas-based 
Guyanese on a 
— at the party 


LO 


The main s for 
discussion vali be 


delivered by P 

and Party Bes ogg 
Forbes Bursham and 
General Secretary of the 
Party and Prime 


Minister Cde Ptolemy 


Reid. 


The programme for 
Ov *rseas guests 


follows closely the 
general Pip Abby 
pre mme and 
will be taken to various 
devel ental projects, 
including the fisst phase 
of t Mahaica- 
Mahaicony-Abary 
only ne water ‘control 
erseas Gelegations 

will visit these projects 
in which their countries 
are involved. 

There wifl be discussion 
on sech international 
fesees as the current 
tarmol!l in Central 
Americs, American 
presence '® Central 


Amertea and the 
Guyana-Venezuela 
territorial dispute, and a 
re-affirmation of the 
need for iaternational 
peace. 

Features of C 
include 4 cultural 
ht pong which is 

pected to take note of 
the President's 60th 
birthday, a . proposed 
exhibition of the 
President's birthday 


, Es as vonee, & National 


emma hy a Congress 
tion te be hosted by 
the Sng 


Sunday: ae x3 











Report on Discussion Topics 


Georgetown NEW NATLON in English 24 Jul 83 p 1 


lfext} 


vear’s Fifth Biennial 
C The 


peeted to 


; delegates 
w be drawn frem all 
the regigns of the 
country and also from 
fraternal parties and 
organisations overseas 


‘ss well as represen 


tatives from Guyanese 
tions overseas. 
. Pima starts 
on Su ugust, 14 
would be opened in the 
| way 
rartet nara tl 
our’ ‘ 
The theme for this year’s 
Congress is “wh to 
Survive’ ’. , 
According to Vice- 
President, Ay! and 
* 


State Relations Cammie 
Ramsarcop during a 


recent disclosure, some 
gers roups and 
tricts have nde | 
submitted questions a 
motions w will im 
spire serious debate. - 
Cde Ramsaroop said 
that the highlight of this 
year’s Congress wil] be 
the Cde  (Leader’s 
resentation.. Cde 
amsaroop further 
stated that t 


the last two years and 
the successes 
problems encountered by 
our nation as well .as- 
some of the actions our 


could take is 
overcoming such 
Another major 


presaptation would be 


Congress Plans 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 24 Jul 83 p 1 


l\Text | 


9201 
CSO: 


The People's National 
General 
Council meeting is ex- 
to culminate 
today with a number of 
important discussions 
and amendments to the 


Congress 


pected 


Party's constitution. 


Con the wpy last Fridge 
got on the way 

at the Sophia 
Auditorium had a 
number of impoftant 


morning 


matters listed on 


Agenda for the three 


days’ session. 


3298/873 


A number of decisions 
were met after the 
pee onan of the Cde 

der’s report and the 
General Secretary’s 
repert which was 
d red by Assistant 
General Secretary 
Urmia Johnson. 

Council was. brought 
up-to-date on Regional 
Development by the 


ceepecsve Regional 
. First to * 


a regional report at 
current council was Ude 


Barrington Ward, 
Regional Chairmasa 
Region One. 


the General Sec "s 
report which is yams A 
to chronicle the Party’s 
activities during 
biennium. 

Several delegations 
from 


Asia, frica 
Central America and 
Eur would be at- 
tending among other 
countries which 
Caricom Member States 
and USSR. 

The foreign delegates 
and overseas Guyanese 
would have an _ op- 
portunity of visiting 
several-of the country’s 
developmental projects. 

Among others there 
eel a be br 
presentation ‘‘Tengar’’ 
which would be 
presented at the National 
Cultural Centre during 
Congress. - 


The up-coming Fift. 


Biennial ‘Congress was 
also discussed in detail 
at Council by members 
of the People’s National 
Congress. Delegates 
were also entertained by 
the PNC when they were 
invited to be part of the 

remiere of Ben 

ingsley's- “Gandhi” 
Oscar winning film. The 
movie was shown 
specially to ac- 
commodate Council 
lelegates. 














COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


SURINAME DEPORTS GUYANESE; ACTION TERMED NONDISCRIMINATORY 


Ouster of 270 





Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 31 Jul 83 p 1 


{fext] Over 270 Guyanese have been deported from Suriname over the past three 
days following reports that the Suriname Government is now carrying out an 
exercise against foreigners who are working and residing in the country ille- 


gally. 


The Guyanese, who arrived home through Port Springlands on the Corentyne, were 
rounded up by the Suriname Police for failing to comply with the immigraton 
laws. 


Many of them are reported to have been caught with expired travel documents, 
some without travel documents and police certificates of character and others 
have been held for breaches of immigration laws. 


That latest batch of 136 Guyanese arrived at Springlands Friday afternoon in 
a special launch. 


Meanwhile, the Police along the Guyana foreshore on the Corentyne Coast are 
keeping a close watch over the situation. Several commuters, who were at the 
Springlands Stelling planning to go on holiday in the neighbouring Suriname, 
have expressed concern about the situation. 


[It is reported that some 40,000 Guyanese are now in Suriname. (GNA) 


Suriname Explanation 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 5 Avg 83 p 8 


[Text] SURINAME has Suriname’s labour force 
assured Guyana that the in accordance with a 
recent crackdown on labour decree issued 


aen-nationals living in gome months ago by the 
the meighbouring ilitary regime, 


Republic was not Seriname’s Charge 
directed ageing:  @’Alfaires, Otmar Botise 
Guyanese exclusively . explained. 

..1t was part of a ..Mr. Bottse told Per 
previously announced manent Secretary at the 


olle t Foreign Affairs Ministr ‘ 
aiid “ ae Dennis Gouveia. at ‘s 
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9201 
CSO: 


meeting earlier this 
week t his Govern- 
ment ‘was willing to 
discuss complaints from 
persons who felt they 
ei npropesty or 
wron eported. 

Cde "Geavele said his 
Ministry was satisfied 
with the outcome of the 
meeting at which the 
Guyana Government 
expressed concern about 
the way in which some 
Guvanese were deported. 

Mr. Bottse stressed 
that the action was ‘‘not 
a vindictive campaign” 
against Guyanese and 
romised that his em- 


LO AO Me iy me 


3298/877 


would listen to any 
representations by 
ap ope 
owever, further 
discussions to regularise 
the position of Guyanese 
living and working in 
Surimame are to be 
pursued by Guyana's 
Ambassador in 
Paramaribo. 
Christopher Junes, and 
the relevant agencies. 
Contacted yesterday , 
Mr Bottse said 
everybody had an op- 
portunity to work once 
there were jobs available 
that ‘could not be taken 
up by Surinames”. 


He pointed out that it _ 





107 


was normal for persons 
to be allowed to continue 
to work while awaiting 


the results of ap-| 


plications for work 
permits. 

Mr. Bottse said that 
under the labour 


decree, announced some | 


mo:ths ago, Suriname is 
pursuing a policy where 
Surinamers would 

alify first for any 
jobs avaiiable 

‘We are trying to 
rotect our own labour 
orce, the diplomat 
emphasised. Earlier this 
week it was reported 
that about 300 Guyanese 
had been deported. 





f 
' 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


DPRK FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL VISITS, PROMISES AID 


Official Activities 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 4 Aug 83 pp l, 8 


[Text ] 


VICE-MINISTER of 
Foreign Affairs of the 
Demecratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, Cde 


Dal 
Minist 
Affairs, Ce 
will a courtesy call 
on President Fork Ferbes 
ea islets 


Rashicigh 20 _ Minister 


vealed Korean 


round 

Jacksea will later host a 
lunch for the visiting 
delegation at the 


108 


Georgetown Club and 
Cde Hy U will con- 


tinue bilateral 


m 
Permanent Secretary 
from the 


‘Alan 


Ministry of Education. 
Tomorrow Minister 
H U is to meet with 
ficials from the 
ministries of Agriculture 
and Health and iE: £ 


Saturday the “Minister 
will visit the Onverwagt 
po agg nag 
works t, 
of which akes benefited 
from Korean aid. 

He will meet with 
officials at the DPRK 
Embassy and Korean 


c! egg I mn er 
ore a 
a S OFRE thes 


evening. Cde Hyong U 
leaves Guyana on 
Monday. 

Guyana has benefited 
from DPRK assistance 
in the fields of education, 
health and agriculture. 


GUYANA 














Offers of Assistance 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 6 Aug 83 p l 





[Text] GUYANA was assured of mere assistance and 
technical co-operation in the areas of health and 
agriculture yesterday as the visiting Vice Minister 
fer F Affairs of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Kerea, Cde Kim Hyeng U ceatinued his 
official talks yesterday. , 

At first meeting on visiting DPRK diplomat 
the third day of his sisit met with officials of the 
yesterday, Cde Ministry of Agricukere. 


Hyong U is reported to 

a offered scholar- 

ships for the training of 

Scene ite de 

es in 

medicine and related 

areas to Guyanese. 
After they to 


ensify in 
the area of Ith, the 
two sides, with Health 
Minister Dr. Richard 
Van West Charles 
heading the Guyana 
team, discussed a 
request from Guyana for 
another batch of Korean 
doctors to ce the 
seven who will complete 
their tour later this year. 
Dr. Van West Charlies 
ointed out that the 
orean doctors currently 
here + made ae 
than a significant con 
tribution” and he also 
thanked Minister Hyeug 
U for equipment already 
received from the 
DPRK. 
CO-OPERATION 

Information Officer of 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Wesley Kirton 
also disclosed that Dr. 
Van West Charies was 
tavited te visk Kerea 
end ferther  diseuss 
bilateral co-eperation 
with bts 


were resamedé, the 


9201 
CSO: 3298/877 


The level technical 
team from. _—ithe 
Agriculture Ministry, 
headed by Permanent 
Secretary John 
Browman reviewed with 
Minister Hyong U the 
progress of projects 
undertaken with Korean 
assistance. 

Reliable sources rxid 
the Koreans would 
favourably consider a 
r t for additional 

for the MARDS 
workshop and supplies to 


apt its opera , 
© technicians will be 
coming to Guyana later 
this month to look at the 
maintenance of the 

umps at the Onverwa 
‘Irrigation Scheme wh 
also benefited’ from 
Korean aid. 

OBJECTIVE 


The ‘Chronicle’ learnt 
that the twe sides noted 
the close similarity in 
objective and direction 
of the agriculture 
programmes of their two 
coustries and talked 
about areas of future co- 
operation. 

Inland fishing with 
particular reference to 
the grass carp which is 
now being introduced to 
Guyana was among the 
areas identified. The fish 
is a fast multiplier and 
can push the protein 
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identified as possible 
areas of co-operation. 
Land preparation 

equipment and aid to 
intensify food preser- 
vation were among the 
matters which Minister 
Hyong U said would 
receive ‘‘favourable 
consideration” in Korea. 

Sources close to the 
meeting said the 
Minister promised to 
have the Guyana 
Proposals further 
examine. vy technicians 
in the DPRK and the 
availability programme 
in Guyana. 

A scheme for increased 
duck production, 
mechanisation for small 
scale agriculture and for 
int ata at the cottage 
ndustry level were also 
dialogue for the im- 
plementation of certain 
schemes with Korean 
assistance would con- 
tinue through the 
Embassy in Georgetown. 
Today, Minister aoe 
U will visit the MARDS. 
workshop aand_ the 
Onverwagt Scheme. 
Having already met 
President Forbes Burn- 
‘ham, the visiting 
Korean Minister is also 
to meet Prime Minister 
Dr. Ptolemy Reid and 
Vice-President Cammie 
Ramsaroop who are 
General Secretary and 
Chairman ay tg oe 
the governing People’s 
National Congress. 
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THE Guyana National 
Service (GNS) plans te 
= a nature and 

pope tag its training 
facilities by establishi 
a sumber of yout 
camps throughout the 16 
regions of Guyana by 
year-end. 

It is aimed at har- 
nessing untapped 
manpower by = 2 


young early to 
conics thet wealth 
lies Be not only in cities but 
in any environment with 
one’s investment of 
diligence na - ap- 


OTe prefect trainin 


ject began in 
yen 1982 with the 

ye up of Camp Cocos 
at 


on the East 
Coast, "Demerara. This 
exercise was 
spearheaded by the 
oung Brigade and 
National Cadet C a 
(YB, NCC) in a pos 
response to 
ceived physical, mental, 
and ao needs, o 
oung Guyanese. 
"president ) Burnham 


NATLONAL SERVICE TO STRENGTHEN TRAINING IN 10 REGIONS 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 24 Jul 83 p 13 


challenged . Re 
Democratic Coun at 
the official opening of 
Camp Cocos on 
December 4, 1982 to have 
such a functioning 
in all eir regions 
befere 1963 end 

And ‘ commanding 
officer of the YB / NCC , 
Major Leroy Benn 
Contended that the 
correction of the trend to 
flock the cities in search 
of economic development 
implies the creation of a 
purposeful programme 
of activities oriented 
towards imbuing in 

people a genuine ap- 
creriatien - the rural 
setting, and a ‘‘deter- 
mination to grapple with 
nature for her 
treasures.’’ 

He said it was this 
concern for youths that 
peer practical reread 
training a top 
and a s abtunotie altel r 
He advocates an early 
start in the formal 
education system where- 
by children can be kept 
meaningfully occupied at 
weekends and during 
vacation periods. (GNA) 
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PARLIAMENTARY UNIT ON TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY RETAINED 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 22 Jul 83 p l 


{Text} 
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THE National Assembly yesterday, unanimously 


and without debate, 


assed a m 
of the a 


salves on feevitor‘al Integrity. 


The Committee, 


) comprising members of 
‘all : rties 


the 


| represented in the House, 


» was established last 
year July to keep under 
constant review 
developments relating to 
Venezuela’s untenable 
Claim te Guyane’s 
territery. But with the 
prerogation of 
Parliament in January 
this year, the Com- 
mittee’s life ended. 

The Assembly, on a 
motion from Vice - 
President Steve Naraine, 

dep for Vice- 

President Cammie 
Rams » JX y 
agreed that it wus 
necessary for the 
Committee to remain in 
bei to continue its 
review. However, 
because Cde Haebert 
Jack is no longer a 
Member of Parliament, 
the House, also on the 
nomination of Vice- 
President Naraine, 


Education, 
Development ogee 
Culture Ranji Chaa- 
disingh to be a member 
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lll 


of the Committee, 
replacing Cde Jack. 

.-Other members of the 
Committee apart from 
the Chairman, Cde 
Ramsareep, are 

Rashleigh Jackson, 
Foreign 
K.V. Jairam 


Cdes 
Daman 


-‘Karran, 
Persaed and Clinten 


(PPP) and 


(UF). 
Vice-President 
Naraine told the House 
ceo A ‘that the 
ommittee, which was 
set up last year, met on 


members were b 
up-to-date 

e between 
the Guyana and 
Venezuelan Govern- 
ments. 


caenimous, decision 


ag 








COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


PARLIAMENT GIVES GOVERNMENT GREATER BORROWING FLEXIBILITY 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 22 Jul 83 pp 1, 5 


Text 
Geverament te ae Bill which will give more 
Bi in the mechanics of its 


benking system. 

However, in successfull ‘moving the second 
reading of the Temporary wings by Govera- 
ment (Amendment of existing laws and validation) 
Bill 1963, Viee-President Administration stressed that 
the measure was net te raise the ceiling of limits 
to Government berrewings. 


LIMITS 
oan a Bil was _ Cde Heyte seid the 
wilh ote limitations in the Act 
=< were ineffectual and fer 









tidimess and geed order 





ere’ a po it was important 
amend the law te rig 
that the Financial said the new provisions 
Administration and veitaiaas te he tae 
Audit Act contained Legislature to fix Hmits 
“rigid limits’” | which on short-term borrewi 
ere put in place in 19¢2 by the Gevernment a 
to put'‘a bit and bridle” tue Ee Ma cae 
, stent where mits we 
a? the Jagan Govern- bela exceeded over tne 
The VieeP stat Leader of ier of the Minority 
aan & = Dr. Ja 1 at- 
to be found in the laws of tacked th taint, 
former colonial crease patentee and 
terzitories and now in- declared that in the 
dependent Com- British and PPP rule 
= pee een iit there was proper 
financial administration 
there was always a of the coun 
betweer inflows o After ,_ Nave 
pon and making of Narain urged him to 
expenditure, this was confine his remarks to 
met by short-term the purpose of the Bill, 
the banking system on +t r. Jofan heed the 2 
the issue of ‘ Treasury Sanna air UNSeon 


Bills. Genera Javier Perez 
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De Cuellar who advised 
Third World countries to 
‘put themselves in order 
‘and not default on their 


ts. - 
’ Jagan Charged inat 
ithe “chronic and deep 
deficit’’ was caused by 
increised debt 
payments. 


According to Dr. 
Jagan, that situation had 
come about because of 


lack of — and 
falling prices. 

' He called for a national 
debate, on the radio, in 
‘the newspapers and at 
‘the street corners so that 
‘the masses would decide 


‘fn what direction the 
‘country should go. 


Dr Jagan who 
repeated his call for a 
poiltical solution to the 
crisis facing the country, 
claimed that because of 
deficit financing, 76 per 
cent of revenue would go 
towards debt payments 
this year. 

Mr. Marcellus Fiejden- 
Singh said basically his 
parts had no objection 
to the measure but 
declared that it was a 
contemptuous wg 
for -Parliament to 
have brought the 
measure befere. 


He was sympha- 
thetic to 
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the Governmem but felt 
that part of the problem 
was that bauxite and 
sugar were nationalised. 
“We could have taxed 
them and given them 
reasonable returns on 
investment’, Mr. Singh 
said when pointing to 
drop in bauxite sales and 
the low price for sugar. 
Mr.Singh went on: 
‘What we need is a more 
meaningful and ralistic 
approach to the 
problems. Let us work 
together for the bet- 
terment of the country,”’ 
Mr.Singh said, while 
declaring his intention to 
remain in Guyana until 


death. 

Rejecting the charge 
about ‘‘contemptuous 
disregard’, Cde Hoyte 
seid that anyone 
examining the Governn= 
rovnt figures which are 
publish could have 


ot served the futility of 
th» rigid legislation 
‘In the circumstances 


of independence it (the 


legislation) is 
maningless,’” Cde Hoyte 
emphasized. 


He pointed out too that 
if Alcan nad still owned 
the local bauxite  in- 
dustry it would have 
been closed down like 
otier Alcan holdings 
which have left millions 


jobless. 














COUNTRY SECTION 


TRADE BALANCE SHOWS PLUS; BARTER ARRANGEMENTS ADVANCE 


Oil-Related Deficit 
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{Text | 


. DURING 1982 
Guyana’s non-oll trade 
with its Caricom part- 
ners resulted in a 
favourable trade balance 
for this country. 

This reflected the 
trade situation during 
the .previous year when 
Guyana exported 165,2 
million (G) dollars in 
gocds to Caricom states 
and imported $26 million 
worth of good from these 
states. 

Last year, the import 
figure stood at $27 
million from Caricom 
countries while exports 
totalled $117,4 million. 

However, when the oil 
imports from Trinidad 

Tobago were added, 
Guyana ends up with an 
unfavourable’ trade 
tng since oil and 

petro 
accounted for $409 
million and $327 million 
in 1981 and 1982 
respectively. 

Statistics from the 
Ministry of Economic 
Piaaning and Finance 
show that Guyana’s 
main exports te Caricom 
territeries were rice, 
garments, har- 
maceuticais, shrimp ., 
steves and refrigeraters, 


sugar, molasses, con- 
vee pe f alcohol and 
wooed and wood products. 


During 1962 as in 1981 
this Country’s main im- 
ports from the Caricom 


region included gar- 
petroleum, — 


ments, 





essences, coconut oil and 
cosmetics. 

Although Guyana was 
able to make full use of 
the Caricom Multilateral 
Clearing Facility 


(CMCF) in 1962 , its 


exports to the region 
declined by some $47 
million . 

This decline in exports 
in part resulted from a 
reduction in the Coby 
raw materials needed by 
Guyana’s manufac- 
turers, a reduction 
brought about by a 
shortage of foreign 
exchange. 
~At the same time, the 
value of imports from 
Caricom countries in- 
creased by over one 
million dollars. 

40-million-dollar 
reduction in rice exports 
to the i age in = 
was partly responsible 
for the decline in export 
earnings from_ the 
Caribbean , according to 
the statistics. 

In 1981 Guyana ex- 
ported $100 million in 
rice to the region 


compared to $60 million 
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last year. 

As in 1981 , Trinidad 
and Tobago was 
Guyana’s best customer 
purchasing $85,5 million 


in commodities last | 


year, while selling $332,1 
million in goods to this 


country. However, this , 


represented a 
from the $415,2 million 


decline ° 


in goods Guyana im- | 


ported from Trinidad 
.and Tobago during the 
previous year. . 

During the _ period 
under review, exports to 
Jamaica declined 
sharply from  $53,8 
million in 1981 to $12.6 
million last year com- 


——— = —_——— 


pared to imports of $14,8 | 


million and $13,1 million 
in 1981 and 1982 
respectively. 

In 1982 also, Barbados 
bought 11 million dollars 
in commodities, down 
from the $13.1 million 


-imported during the 


previous year. On the 
other hand , Guyana’'s 
imports from Barbados 
tetalied 2,7 million and 
1,78 million in 1981 and 
1982 respectively. (GNA) 
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The Guyana Sugar Corporation 


(GUYSUCO) has confirmed that it had 
entered into an agreement to purchase mill rollers from the Jamaican private 


Caribbean Casting and Engineering Limited. 


GUYSUCO said the 
expected shipment of 


mill rollers which are 
used in the grinding of 
sugarcane, will cost $177 
000 (US) (approximately 
$531 000 (G) . 

A report from 
Kingston, the Jamaican 
capital , stated that the 
mill rollers were being 
shipped to Guyana in 
exchange for rice. 

Officials within the 
Department of Inter- 
national Economic Co- 
. oe in the Ministry 
of Economic Planning 
admitted that there were 
preliminary discussions 
on a countertrading 
arrangement involving 
mill rollers and rice. 

Such a countertrading 
arrangement would not 
involve foreign currency, 


which has not been 
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readily available in 
recent times to purchase 
much-needed machinery 
and equipment from 
abroad. 

Difficulties in  ob- 


taining adequate spares . 


and new equipment 
because of the national 
foreign exchange crisis 
and the likely effect this 


can have on factory 
operations, were 
referred to by 


GUYSUCO Chairman 
Harold Davis when he 
spoke to sugar industry 
workers at a function at 
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the end of the 1983 First 


“a 

The current global 
economic difficulties and 
the resultant foreign 
exchange squeeze are 
causing more countries 
te resort to countertrade 
and barter deals. 


During 1982 Guyana 
and amaica, oth 
suffering from foreign 
exchange shortages, 
entere into an 
agreement whereby 1 000 
tennes of Guyana rice 
would be exported to 
Jamaica in return for 
2 000 tonnes of soyameal, 


The last shipment of 
the soyameal which will 
be utilised by the 
Guyana Pharmaceutical 
Corvaration (GPC) is 
expec to arrive in 
Georgetown shortly. 


Meanwhile, tne report 
from Kingston quoted 
Caribbean Casting 
patties dae | Director 
Dennis letcher as 
saying that the shipment 
being referred to, 
represents about 40 per 
cent of the original 
inquiry. 


There is likelihood that 
the additional 60 per 
cent of Guyana’s needs 
will be shipped after 
further discussions, the 
report added; (GNA) 
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BARTER sarrange- 
ments. lavely 
Geyane’s beazite « 
rice and other coun- 
tertrade transactions 
which will benef— some 
oT secter ea- 
od oat with regional 
eat 
pr well as extra-regiena! 
a 


hs 7 
Division withia 
Planni “which has 
reepooet tiny for hand- 
ling: these 
arrangements says has 
already processed 
countertrade trans- 
actions valued at $12 


million (G). 
eed 8 rice ¥ ae 


barter ter dea! nego ciated in 
December 962 6for 
soyamea! from Jamaica. 
The final ment of the 
re ay Serttp to 
arrive here s ong 
with mill rollers for 
Gu o's factories. 
uyana will be 
providing rice to 
Jamaica to cover the 
cost of the mill and the 
rollers and other com- 
modities yet to be 
decided on. 
Meanwhile, the 
Japanece firm Nisshe 
Iwal which nermalily 
erchases calcined 
uxite from Guyana, 
has told Bidce & will 
accept additienal 


qua of baszite in 
exchange for 
autem including 


farm trucks, misl-buses 
and cars, manefactured 
by the Japanese Firm, 
Nissan. 

Local timber has been 


able to penetrate the 
Panamanian market as 
a result of a coun- 
tertrade rien ey 
The Panamanian firm 


Banks DIM with bottles 


local bills, forthe 
ents of bottles and 
and hard currency. 
sumber of other 
private bar tes 
laveived in ”* other 
countertrade tran- 
» most of which 
involve buy-back 
arrangements. 
Threugkh these tran- 
sactions, Guyana 
Nichime will be ob- 
taining raw materials for 


the preduction of nets 
= = fishing = 


ennl Deleroco “wi iwi 
receive 


“its p gg or com pany . 
Trinidad and T @, 
and IDEAL will receive 
stéve kits from the 
Caribbean subsidiary of 
ite Earepean principal. 
Two countertradin 
arrangements whic 
have been put in 


Ma 
pany. _— of these in- 
volv rer -back 
arvendpcbeute 

Several other enqu ries 
are to be processed 
by F n Trade 
Division. Final approval 
~ ae.. all barter and 

seen Gy ts has oan 

en six-mem 
Ceentorteade Com- 
mittee’’, headed by Vice- 
President, 
Administration, 
Desmond Hoy te. 

Appointed earlier this 
ready the Committee has 

set up to develop 

and co-ordinate counter- 
trading transactions 
between Guyana and 
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overseas agencies. 

While Guyana has in 
ne times engaged 
mn counter-trade in 

al areas on an° 


the exc of 
soentheaiites between 


supp are required to 
purchase from their 
customers, products for 
their own use or resale 
to others. 
Several other countries 
have been looking 
seriously at counter- 
trade. For example, 
Brazil and Mexico, 
with enormous foreign 
trade have recently 
— to swap Mexican 
for Brazilian 
manufactured goods. In 
addition, Indonesia is 
insisti that foreign 
compa wishing to 
supply “enter govern- 
ment contracts are 
required to counter- 
purchase its  non-oil 
exports for non- 
traditional markets. 


New accounting for an 
estimated 25 per cent of 
total world trade, 
countertrade has gained 
momentum due to 
prolonged lobal 
recession which has 
created a buyers’ 
market for most traded 
gmds. 

Many developing 
countries, in particular, 
have been turning to 
barter and other forms 
of counter-trade with 

reater frequency 

use of their foreign 
exchange constraints 
and falling earnings 








YO] 


oD. 
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caused by 
markets and 


prices for their primary 


> 
ecause of their 


negative economic 
situation, many 
developing countries, 
like Guyana, have been 
unable to effect 
necessary imports for 
their development. 

In additi it is now 
much more difficult for 
alters’ credit 

re suppliers’ cr 
and loans. In order to 
cope with these dif- 
ficulties, counter-trading 
arrangements to obtain 
raw materials § for 
tion where buy- 
arrangements are 
in place are being en- 
couraged. 
meat aad spare 
parts fer the bauxite, 
rice and sugar indesiriec 
as well as cement, stee), 
fertiisera._ and drugs are 


shrunken 
ced 


among commodities 
Guyana will be hoping to 
ebtain threugh ceunter- 


trade. 
In return, Guyana will 
be prepared to offer 


items such as bauxite, 
rice and timber and 
finished products under 
buy-back arrangements. 
the Guyana Govern. 
‘ment has stressed 
ever, that counter- 
trading is a ‘fall back 
osition’’' and is not 
ntended to be the major 
pillar of foreign trade. 


In addition, in order te 
receive the ‘go-ahead’ 
frem the Counter-trade 
Committee, gropesed 
transactions must in- 
volve new 7.04 additional 
markets snd net in any 
way impinge on 
traditional or petential 
bard currency markets, 
which will continue te be 
given prierkty. 
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BURNHAM DISCUSSES FUTURE OF CLOSER UNITY FOR CARICOM 
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lText | 


GUYANA’S President 
Ferbes Bernham has 
predicted that Caricom 
would move cleser to 
polities! unity and 
become 8 political 
federation by the end of 
the next ‘ten years). 

In an interview with 
Caricom Secretariat's 
Rovin Deodat, President 
Burnham sald that such 
a unity would arise from 
the will, desire and 
determination of 
Caribbean peoples as 
well as from the facte of 
economic integration. 

“I am convinced that is 
what we will move to 
eventually when 
Caricom countries will 
become not only in 
theory, not only in 
dreams, not only in 
concept, but in fact a 

" the President 


- Among other vital 
areas he spoke about 
were the achievements 
and difficulties of the 
movement, the Caricom 
Multilateral Clearing 
phe wes f the co- 
ordination of foreign 
am member 
states, Carifesta and 
West Indian Cricket. 
Cde Burnham said that 
Caricom played an 
important and 
significant role 


the pest decade, and that 
it has brought about a 


“ © 





paratively freer 
movement of geods 
within the Region. the 
arra ents offered by 
the CMCF, and the 


o@ the iastitutions out 
standing achievements. 

Cde Burnham said that 
it is true that the 
movement was faced 
with some difficulty 
such as the paralle 
market rate in Jamaica. 
He noted, however, that 
Guyana was not involved 
in any trade war. It was 

cant to note, he 
ted out, that Guyana 
coune | Barbados. “tne 
m n 
reason being that 
“Guyana was not really 
ved in the trade 
war”. 

Noting that Caricom 
leaders did not meet 
<wns @ seven-year 

riod, be said that 


daring those 1s of 
crisis, . individual 
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countries tended to adopt 
a of ‘‘everyone 
to himself and the il 

takes the hindmost”’. 
Guyana, he pointed ent, 
has lest a substantial 
part of the Jamaica rice 
market because Jamaica 
has been able to get 
cheaper ‘rice under the 
USA's - PL 48e 
programme. He said 
-he coulda’t blame 


Jamaica, fer —. 
rice under PL 490, that ~ 


was “hardly itkely to 
strengthen the 
movement’’. 

Such problems, he 
Siome ether. veosennt 
e re 
groupings such as the 

uropean Economic 
Community. What was 
important, however, was 
‘whether or not there is 
the political will to think 
of ourselves as a 
nation’’. ' 

The President pointes 
out that the last Summit 
made a definitive 
decision to permit the 
free movement of 
ee products 
within the Region, an 
issue which he had 


raised at the 
sessi nnenen 


on. 

This decision, he 
stressed, would go 
beyond the Agricultural 
Marketing Protocol 
which was only intended 
at first to facilitate the 
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movement of 
agricultural products 
coming from the LDCs. 


“A very interesting fact 
about it’, the President 


emphasised, ‘‘is that 


members, except 
Trinided aad Tobago”. 
These Islands, Céde. 
Gagees’ taser 
iya mn 8 

7m & bllaters 


He said that Guyana's 
indebtedness is due 


almost entirely to oil 
purchases from Trinidad 


and Tobago as a result of 


escalating oil prices. 
Barbados ended up 
bei the biggest 
creditor of the CF 
because Barbados. does 
not import the bulk of its 
oi] from  Trinided and 
Tobago, while she ex- 
ports a number of 
processed and semi- 
processed material to 
that twin-island state. 
The President noted 
that the CMCF will be 
re-started and will be 
more closely supervised 
by member governments 
in conjunction with the 
Region’scentral banks. 
hen this is done, our 
Caribbean brothers must 
be serious about tak 
Guyana’s agricul 
products — raw .... and 
also processed —— in- 
stead of importing from 
outside the Region, and 
Guyanese must up their 
production and 
productivity to meet the 
market, he stressed. 


President Bursham 
alse declared that some 
of our Caribbean friends 
will have te ‘‘step being 
the - haven for 
smaggling’. He cited 
Barbades to which he 
sald some $16 miliies 
(US) worth of gold and 
several millien dollars 
werth of prawas are 
smaggied monthly. 
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He said that he is led to 
believe that the situation 
would be corrected as a 
result of discussions at 


ordinating focntat 


policies among member 
states, Cde Burnham 
pointed out a number of 
areas in which a com- 


mon a ch is possible 


as a zone of peace 
territorial integrity a 
the non-interven in 


the affairs of sovereign: 


nations. . 

There may be slight 
differences in emphasis, 
he said, as in the case of 
relationship with Israel 
and the Middle East, 
where, although there 
are different approaches, 


there is room for co- 


Savin t uesti 
ep oaq on 
in pe tobe Boa with the 
high cost of staging 
Carifesta, ass Ex- 

nced by Barbados, 

remarked that the 
event need not be an 
overwhelmingly ex- 
pensive affair. 

He recalled the 
example of Guyana 
where the Festival was 

inally conceptualised 
and hosted, and said that 
the show did not cost 
more than two million 
dollars. 

President Burakham 
called for the establish- 
ment of a fund, whereby 
each member can 
contribute tewards the 
cost of the Festival. 

And in a to a 
question on West Indian 
cricket, he admitted 
that certain offers from 
racist South Africa 
cannet be easily coun- 
tered, especially in our 

t circumstances. 
e pointed out, however 

there was general 
agreement to which 
Guyana subscribes, 
whereby the Region’s 
cricketers woul be 
better provided for. 

“What we ought te do 
in the Caribbean is to 
make available financial 
facilities te ensure 
proper compensation for 
our players’’, he added. 
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GOVERNMENT REACTS TO U.S. ACTS OF ‘ECONOMIC AGGRESSION’ 


IDB Loan Issue 
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[Text } 


THE United States 
Gevernment has served 
formal netice on the 


Ambassador Gerald 
Thomes relayed to 
Bebe Minister 
Rashi gn Jackson a 
threat by the 

Administration to a 
$156 million (G) loan 
which the Inter- 
American’ Development 
Bank (IDB) is now con- 
sidering for financing the 
next stage of the 
Mahaica Mahaicony 
Abary (MMA) water 
control scheme. 


Twenty-four hours 
before this incident, US 
Executive Director in the 
IDB, Jose Manuel 
Cassanova, a Cuban 
emigre now serving the 
Reagan 
had issued the same 
threat in Washington to 
Cde. Joseph Tyndall, the 
alternate Executive 
Director for the Caribbean 

. Cassanova had also 
isclosed that Ambassador 
Thomas would be 
repeating the message to 
the Guyanese authorities 
in Georgetown _ the 
following day. 

The US Government has 
stated that its reasons for 
opposing the loan are 
based on “technical and 


economic considerations." 
This claim has been 


and derision in govern- 
ment and diplomatic 
circles here in 

etown. A_ govern- 
ment spokesman 
dismissed it as ‘‘arrant 

He noted that the 
project had been carefully 
evaluated and designed by 
IDB and Guyanese 
technical officers over a 
period of two years, and 
that it had been accepted 
by the IDB mapagement 
as being ‘“‘soundiy con- 
ceived and eminently 
feasible.” The US claim. 
‘he added, constitutes an 
unwarranted attack on the 
professionalism and 
competence of the IDB 
staff. 

Meanwhile in 
Washington, IDB officials 
have expressed alarm at 
the frequency with which 
the Reagan 
Administration has been 
attempting to manipulate 
the Bank for crude 
a purposes They 

ve pointed to the fact 
that US has within 
recent weeks vetoed twice 
in quick succession loans 
for Nicaragua. 

The flimsy excuse given 
by the US was that 
Nicaragua's ‘‘macro- 
economic policies are not 
conducive to develop- 
ment."’ The fact that these 
loans were for provects to 
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benefit small farmers and 
eo Pape poor was com- 
ig 1" 

The MMA Scheme, 
which the US government 
is now trying to stall. is 
the centre-piece of the 
government's programme 
to diversify and increase 
agricultural production 
and ensure the food 
security of Guyana and 
Caricom. The scheme is 
planned in three phases 
and, when completed, 
would encompass a 
command area of 423 000 
acres and bring under 
cultivation over 286 000 
acres of some of the most 
fertile lands in_ the 
country. 


The government has 
just successfully com- 
pleted the first stage of 
phase | of the project at a 
cost of $220 million (G), in 
co-financing arrangements 
with the IDB. The work 
done on the project has 


provided fleod contrel for 
146000 acres of iand 
between the Abary and the 
Berbice rivers and 
primary irrigation and 
drainage structures for 
some 86 000 acres. 








The second stage, which 
will complete Phase I, 
includes the construction 
of secondary canals and 
drains and farm access 
roads It will bring some 
37000 acres into full 
production for the local 
and export markets and 
enhance considerably the 
incomes and standard of 
living of hundreds of small 


farmers in the Abary 
River area 
it 1s the joan for this 


second stage to increase 
food production and im- 
prove living conditions for 
small farmers, that the US 
government has elected to 
block 


There is little doubt, 
according tc analysts, that 
the US move is politically 
motivated I[t reflects the 
Reagan Government's 
obsession with dominating 
the Caribbean region in 
absolute terms The attack 
on Guyana ise seen as 
being representative of the 
Reagan Government's 
determination not to 
tolerate any independent, 
non © state in what 
the USA ve amma 
calls ‘its backyard" 


The refusal of Guyana to 
be a pawn or satellite in 
the geostrategic game of 
big powers has singled it 
out for rancour and 
hostility. It is in the 
context of this evaluation 
that the economic 
aggression being mounted 
by the United States 
against Guyana must be 
interpreted and una 
derstood. 


It is well-known that the 
United States uses food as 
a weapon to be wielded 
ruthlessly in achieving 
foreygn policy objectives 
lt is also known that US 
poucy operates on the 
thesis that the more 
dependent a country is on 
external .ources for its 
food supply, the 
easier it is 
inte that 

lt is tor 
that 
such a high 


country. 
this 
reason (,uyana 


places 


Lo dom- 


priority on self-sufficiency 
in food production The 
country has been able to 
maintain its independent 
policies because it 
produces such an abun- 
dance of its own food 
Throughout the years, 
and moreso within recent 
times, Guyana has been 
vigorously advocating a 
policy of food self- 
sufficiency not only for 
itself, but for the region. 
This policy runs counter to 
the policies of the United 
States which has a vested 
interest — political and 
economic — in keeping the 
countries in the region ina 
state of food dependency 
Guyana’s practice and 
advocacy of food 
sufficiency has rendered it 
dangerous in the eyes of 


the present US 
Administration. 

Us agents have 
therefore targeted our 


food production base for 
destruction. Guyana has 
been urged to “reform” 
its rice industry, for 
example, by removing all 
protection and support fer 
small rice farmers, im- 
posing on them so-called 
“economic charges’ for 


drainage and tlen 
and associated in- 
frastructure, by aban- 


doning our Government-te- 
Government marketing 
arrangements in Caricom, 
by bringing back ‘middle. 
en" to prey upon the 
farmers and consumers by 
allowing ‘‘free-for-all’’ 
domestic and external 
marketing and removing 
price control on locally 
consumed rice. 

The government has 
made it clear to the agents 
of the US Government that 
't would have none of 
these ‘reforms’ In these 
circumstances, the US 
‘sovernment 
by refusing to disburse 
anv part of the Rice 
Vuodernisation II loan of 
some $15 million (US). the 
agreement of which was 
signed since 1978, to 
rebuild and rehabilitate 
the Guyana nce board's 
facilities, uw particular 
those vhich had been 


destroyed by fire ia 1977 


At the same tme, 
reliable reports say that 
the agents of the US 
Government have also 
been bus inthe 
multilatera financial 
agencies urging them to 
impose upon Guyana, as a 
condition for granting any 
loans for the agricultural 
and even non-agricultural 
sectors, what are best 
described as the outlan- 
dish and self-defeati 
policies which the U 
would have Guyana adopt 
in the rice sector. 

According to one 
government official, it is 
clear that US policy has 
been geared to destroy the 
rice industry in Guyana as 
part of its grand design to 
undermine Guyana’s food 
security, to drive us out of 
our traditional Caribbean 
markets and to tighten its 
grip on the region through 
its control of the region's 
basic food supplies. 

He pointed out that 
while alleging that it was 
interested in helping 
Guyana to develop its rice 


industry, the US 
authorities successfully 
organised to erode 
Guyana’s markets in 


Caricom. 

For example, _ not- 
withstanding the fact that 
by the very law itself (PL 
480) agricultural products 
should not be used to 
interfere with normal 
trade patterns, the US has 
used rice under PL 480 to 
supply: most of Jamaica's 
needs, thereby effectively 
closing that market to 
Guyena’'s exports 

In all these cir- 
cumstances, the = an- 
nouncement the US 
administration that it 
would block the loan for 
the MMA project 
represents a mere con- 
tinuation of the policy of 
econ mic aggression 
against Guyana — a policy 
whic) the USA has been 
prac’ ising over the years. 

In (981. for example, the 
US v+toed an IDB joan for 
the development of the 
agri ultural sector in 
Guyena, but eventually 


ed its i he 
one oS n 


isolated in the Bank on th: 
issue At the ume, it hac 
advanced the same 
“technical and economic 
policy considerations’ 
reason for its behaviour 

When on that occasion. 
a team of Guyanese of- 
ficiais met with the US 
representatives to discuss 
the alleged ‘‘technic>' and 
economic policy con- 
siderations,”" it soon 
emerged that the latter 
knew nothing at all about 
the project. They -ould 
not advance any technical 
objections, but kept 
muttering that they were 
looking for ‘‘a change of 
course ... a change of 
direction’’ on the part of 
Guyana. 

The Guyana Govern- 
ment made it clear at that 
time that it had no in 
tention of changing course 
for direction at the behest 
of the USA. 

A spokesman for the 
government explained that 


the Government's position 


has not changed now. He 
remarked that it certainly 
would not change in 
response to what he 
described as ‘‘this latest 
example of ugly- 
Americanism”. 

‘‘Guyana is a member of 
the IDB. It contributes to 
the resources of the Bank 
and is therefore entitled to 
use those resources for 
financing its develop. 
ment,” the spokesman 
explained in summing up 
the Government's reaction 
to the US decision to block 
the MMA loan. 

He added: ‘‘Guyana will 
no be coerced by the 
threats of the United 
States or any other 
country into adopting 
policies that are in- 
consistent with the 
cultural and _ political 
realities of Guyana. On 
the issue of the MMA loan. 
Guyana intends to press 
on with its request. The 
US of course has a 
sovereign right to vote as 
it pleases. A corollary of 
that is tha: the Guyanese 
people «iso have a 
sovereign right to oursue 
their own policies. 

(GNA) 








Canceled Rice Loan 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 3 Aug 83 p l 


frexe| 


THE United States Government Guyana, a Non-Aligned state. 
yesterday informed the Guyana ..Yesterday’s formal notification of 
Government that it has cancel the the American Government's decision 
$45 millien (US $15 million) Rice was given on the heels of the US 
Modernisation 11 lean for Guyana. 1 eteer apes announcement earlier 
The USA had earlier delayed this week that it will block a $156 million 
disbursement on the lean since 1978. It (G) loan which the IDB is now con- 
now says that it will give the funds to sidering for financing the next stage of 
Ecuador, Peru . and Bolivia. the MMA Water Control Scheme. 

..The agreement for the Rice 
_. The American decision to cancel the Modernisation Loan was signed since 
loan is seen as yet another 1978. The funds were to be used to 
manifestation of the US Government rebuild and rehabilitate the GRB‘s 
programme of econemic aggression facilities, especially those which had 
and economic destabilisation against been destroyed by fire in 1977. (GNA) 


Reid, Green Criticism 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 3 Aug 83 pp l, 5 


fiext | 
PRIME Minister Dr. ministration was using The rich countries of 
Pto'emy Reid and Vice- its unfair vetoing powers the world. Cde Green 
President, Production, in its bid to force small contended, are keen on 
Hamilton Green have countries like Guyana to continuing the 
criticised the United ‘toe the line”. — relationship that existed 
States threat to block the A similar view was during slavery when 
$156 million (G) IDB voiced by Cde Green they gave handouts and 
loan to this country. who described the US. ensured that the people 
The proposed loan is decision to block the loan did not achieve any 
intended to assist in as callous and vulgar. degree of self— suf- 
financing the second Ra Rigg et bmn — ficiency. 
is also responsibil § [or Through such a lop- 
stage of the Mahaica- ~~ 
ibahetecin-AbOt> Water age a oe sided relationship, the 
Control Scheme. saan . Coes "is doe people would continue to 
Dr. Reid made his MMA Water Control depend on the rich 
comments when Scneme is one of the countries for food, 
declaring open a Market most massive direction and develop- 
Day in the South agricultural projec's to ment, the Vice-President 
Cummingsburg (Tiger Z undertaken a _-_ explained. 
Bay) area and Cde merica an e Both Dr.Reid and Cde 
Green made his remarks Caribbean. , Green stressed _ that 
while addressing the The two senior mem- Guyanese must never 
Second Regional Con- bers of the Government again allow themselves 
ference of the YSM in told their respective to be dependent on food 
Region Six at the audiences that unless which they cannot 
Winifred Gaskin —— ee control and which they 
- . ; they 
ee School on the produce, this country 
In bis ‘comments, the ed awage oe sao od 
Prime Minister noted - ae = Seleseiatines 
that the US. ad- _— ee 
countries. 
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from this 
country for the pur- 
chasing of wheat 
because (the USA) 


as excuse to control the 
country. 
The of the 


which would have 
benefited both Guyana 
and the U.S.A. since 


‘steadfast’! the PNC 
General -Becretary 
pointed ' te the 


have co in 


t ‘the large 
antitien fe “- 


isplay, e Prime 

Minister {told the 
gathering ‘that ‘while 
some 2 want us to 
believe we gre starving, 
our markets always have 
food, and ‘even though 
the price may v. 


from 
time to , the food is 


alwayga 

At the Market Day, 
sees fe stash 
edible di? erent 
provisions,’ peas, milk, 


rice flour and many 


Another Loan (Cancellation 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 3 Aug 83 p 8 


[Excerpts] The United States government has decided to cancel yet another loan 
which was intended to benefit Guyana's agricultural sector. 


Reports yesterday from the Ministry of Economic Planning and Finance said that 
the Guyana Government has been informed by the US Administration that it has 
decided to cancel the $7,8 million (US) $23,4 million (G) loan which was in- 
tended to promote small farm development ir the Black Bush area. 


The loan agreement with the United States Agency for International Development 
(USAID) was signed in 1978. It was intended to finance the expansion of the 
acreage under cultivation and to improve farming technology in the Black Bush 
Land Settlement Scheme. 


The decision to cancel the Black Bush loan is seen as further indication of the 
US Government's intention to intensify its programme of economic aggression in 
Guyana. (GNA). 
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[Text] 
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CSO: 


Proof of U.S. 


"Threat ' 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 6 Aug 83 pp 1, 5 


REPORTS from seeene y said that 
a senior official of the US State Department has 
denied that the United States Gevernmest has 
threatened te block a $156 million IDB lean which is 
i Ny _uamegelamadnalineta daca 
impertant 

The State Department official reportedly 
the dental when centacted by a journalist in 
w whe had got wind of reports about 
US ad thea’s threats. 

Meanwhile, govern- | Thomas,.. acted without 
ment in the mecessary authorit 
a usr ihe when he met vi 

esterday t Guyana’s Fereign 
Guyana Government Minister last week ana 
has in its a delivered the threst. 
document left with the The $156 million loan is 
Minister of F orei B currentl bei con- 
Affairs setting out the sidered by the IDB for 
‘American threat to fina the next stage 
a of the M-M-A Water 

document, they Control Scheme. 
added, also confirms The US Government 


‘US 


3298/872 


that the US Executive 
Director inthe IDB, Jese 
Manuel Casaneva, had 
conveyed the same 
threat in Washington to 
Guyanese, Cde. Joseph 
Tyndall, the alternative 
Executive Director for 
the Caribbean group in 
the IDB. 
AUTHORITY 

When asked about the 
jatest reports from 
Washington, «a senior 
Government spokesman 
wondered whether the 
State Department 
was now prevaricating 
or whether the American 
Ambassador in 
Georgetown, Gerald 


12h 


says its opposition to the 


loan is based on 

‘‘technical and economic 

considerations.”’ 
ACCEPTED 


Over the weekend, 
however, a senior 
fe ah ogee N eet 
no t the project 
had been carefully. 
«“valuated and designed 
by IDB and Guyanese 
technical officers over a 
period of two years. The 
project, he added, has 
already been accepted 
by the IDB management 


as being ‘‘soundly 
conceived and eminently 
feasible.”’ 

—(GNA) 

















COUNTRY SFCTION CUYANA 


PPP ORGAN CRITICAL OF GOVERNMENT'S TALKS WITH IMF 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 31 Jul 83 p 4 


[Text } The spectre of greater oppression of the Guyanese working people 
looms menacingly with the arrival in the country of IMF imperialist negotia- 
tors and the strong likelihood of the PNC regime signing another sell-out 
agreement shortly. 


Observers believe that the cornered and bankrupt PNC will agree to a devalua- 
tion of the Guyana dollar, elimination of subsidies, continuation of a wage- 
freeze policy, more retrenchment and further cuts in social service spendings. 


In the current dealings with the PNC, the IMF is pressing for devaluation 
between 66 and 100 per cent; removal of sugar subsidy; increases in the prices 
of fuel and rice; increases in water rates and electricity charges; denation- 
alisation of the bauxite and sugar industries; and handing over of rice sales 
to private business. The devaluation condition alone, if agreed to, will 

send the cost of living up by 40 percent. 


The PNC regime first invited the IMF during October 1977 and signed an agree- 
ment on June 12, i978. The results of that sell-out deal were 4,000 workers 
in the government services getting the sack, tax increases, increases in 
electricity, telephone and transportation fees, removal of subsidies on essen- 
tial foods, increases in NIS and Widows and Orphans contributions, and a wage 
freeze for public sector employees. 


Since the arrival of the IMF team here on Thursday evening last MIRROR corre- 
spondents have been trying in vain to get information from government circles 
as to the stage and state of the negotiations. A blanket of PNC secrecy 
covers the dealings as Ministry of Information, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and State Planning Commission officials have denied knowledge of the nature 
of the joint talks. 


Observers opined, however, that the upcoming PNC congress would be expected 
to baptise certain onerous IMF conditions as ‘survival measures’. 


9201 
CSO: 3298/872 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


COVERNMENT DISCERNS EMPLOYER TENDENCY TO RESIST ARBITRATION 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 1 Aug 83 p 13 











| Text } 
industrial re 
GEORG ates Tee be 
of Labour, has | Subcesstully towards 
concern about maainies stability 
calls a disturbing last year. 
sist arbitration 


Fok 
HE 














CSO: 3298/867 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


GOVERNMENT STEPS UP CAMPAIGN TO STOP SMUGGLING 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 8 Aug 83 p 3 


[Text ] 
GEORGETOWN, Guyana, Sunday (CANA) — The 
= authorities are moving to oe 


Hees 
: ~ 
ae 

i 
i 


i 
fe 
i 
4 
i 


Gi. ing 


aah aan said oo phages + angele Guyana 
was sm Barbados every month — a 


CSO: 3298/867 
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He said if the illegal 
ce is. smashed. i 


practice 
would help Guyana 
reduce its indebtedness to 


million. Some US$49.7 


million credit 
from Barbados. 

Green told today’s news 
conference: ‘‘We have 





(rice) industry by way of 
major water control 
projects such as the 
Abary and Tapakuma 
, and the Black 

ush polder 
i wy project.” 





GUYANA 
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POPULAR GROUPS SEEK END TO RESTRICTIONS ON FOOD IMPORTS 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 9 Aug 83 p 3 


{Text ] 


GEORGETOW 
Guyana, Monday, 
sighatare * coumpatee 
signature campa 
aimed at getting t en 
Guyana Government te 
ease restrictions 1 
certain food imports and 


mercial Wérkers 
(CCWU), Vanguard for 
Liberation 
Democracy (VLD), 
Terror 


Women 
(WAT), the Working 
People’s Alliance (WPA). 


CSO: 3298/867 






, The “statement said: 
red cara 





- — 4 Start at nce 


inane pogo 





pe tes 


of, flour, a ge peas 
holesome m 
foods. 


— Let the a direct 
force against 


violent crime and not 
against trading and 
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yana - 
ment has imposed import 
restrictions on certain 
food items in an effort to 


nge 
shortage acing the 
country. 





GUYANA 











COUNTRY SECTION 


CALBANK ASSISTANCE TO FARMERS WITH LAND, LOANS PRAISED 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 24 Jul 83 p 3 


{Text } 


9201 
CSO: 


3298/876 


‘tillers 


‘opera‘ive 
and In 


MORE lands are being 
ven faster to the 
soley apectite. prostenss 
8 proc 

and given to farmers by 
Gaibank, the Guyana Co- 
Agricultural’ 
ustrial 

Development Bank. A 
co-operative stimulant to 
being etiioisterea hy 

min 
the Lands 


increased agricultural 
During a visit made 
recently to the Region, | 
Comrade _ Barrington’: 
Ward, Regional ir- | 
man, u farmers at 
Barima Mouth that they , 
should increase _ their 
ba oe - 

ger ns y 
given by Gaibank. 

The Regional Chair- 


‘man gave wells merited 


raise to Gaibank’s 
nior Regional officer, | 
Comrade  Fitzherbert 
Sampson, for his total 
commitment to the 
service of the farmers. 


‘Up to the time the 


compliment was paid to 
Gaibank's senior 
regional officer over 500 
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farmers had _ received 
$2.5 million in loans from 
the bank. The farmers 
are in the Barima-Waini 
‘region. These farmers, 
the report states, are 
producin Pe dy 
tionately with speed 
they are getting lands 
and loans. 

However, while the 
machinery has been set 
up for the faster 
ia, maeaes” tee 
loans, mac 8 
also been set up for the 
protection of the bank’s 
unds from those temp- 


ted to misuséthem. The 
Regional 


Democratic 
Council has been asked 
to identify for farmi 
areas not yet cultiva 


and farmers are 
‘prepered tt « caltivate 
of the  biggér and 


speediemloans which the. 


bank _— iis making 
evailable: 

President Burnham 
has already indicated 


that a turn around in the 
rational economy is in 
sight and this trend 
towards recovery is due 
to the increase in 
map oe production 
with surpluses for ex 

which are earning the 
‘country more funds. 





GUYANA 








COUNTRY SECTION 


CREEN OUTLINES OBJECTIVES OF AGRICULTURAL ‘REVOLUTION’ 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 29 Jul 83 p i 


[Text | 

THE objective of the 
national agricelteral 
revolution is te ensare that 
the nation is totally self- 
sufficient tn feed and is 
able te maiatais the 
required standaré of 
nutritien . 

Also, the agricultural 


9201 
CSO: 


+ 


; 
i 


ogg Hamilton Green 
&, , —<—— to ee 

a 
ideological Training 
Course, run by the 
ww , Unit 
of the Ministry of 


3298/876 
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i 
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si 
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i 


A] 
o 
3 
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e 
3 
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ah 
hes 
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used for a variety of 


a 
ih 
rit 


z” 
se 


GUYANA 


the Miaistry of 


plan which would be 
ya at the Fifth 
NC Biennial Congress in 
August. 


Some of the new areas of 
interest in- 


sorghum, oi] palm, 
fruits and cow-pea. . 
He stated that work was 
being doné to improve 
infrastructure that will 


improve farmers’ 
prodection. He said that 


Mahaicony-Mahaica- 
Abary 


a loan of about $60 million 
(US) was now bei 
negotiated for the sec 
phase. 


riculture 





COUNTRY SECTION 


SECOND SUGAR CROP UNDER WAY AS FIVE ESTATES GEAR UP 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 24 Jul 83 p 12 


lvext | 


920] 
CSO: 


3298/87/76 





_BLAIRMONT, Enmore 
and Wales have joined 
Skeidon and Albion in the 
second crop production 
drive as these five 
estates last week made 2 
555 tons of sugar, an 
achievement of 70 per 
cent of the estimate of 3 


| 655 tons of sugar. 


This is not a true in- 
dicator of the production 
effort as factories which 
were scheduled on the 
estimate, are still con- 
tinuing rehabilitation 
works prior to grinding. 
Howevei, the five 
estates which are 
grinding made 2 555 tons 
of an estimate of 2 300 


tons. 

Duri the reporting 
week, Skeldon made 760 
tons, 110 over its 
estimate while Albion 
produced 1,350 tons, 


which is 550 tons over its 
estimate. 

The other estate to 
Surpass its target is 
Wales which produced 50 
tons over its target of 240 
tons. These three estates 
have been placed on the 
Production Honours Roll, 
for the week. i 

The other two estates 

rinding last week were 
Smeets which made 130 
tons or half of its 
estimate, and Blairmont 
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which produced 25 tons of 
sugar. Both of these 
estates started later 
than the scheduled date. 

The industry _ still 
hopes to enjoy good 
gp om conditions for 

a 


the second crop and with 
factory development 
projects a_ little behind 
schedule, the cor- 


poration’s officials are 
optimistic that this 


, second crop’s production 


could ralicel the 1982 
level when 200 000 tons of 
sugar were made. 

t was also announced 
that a special second 
crop. production in- 
centive scheme has been 
implemented, in which 


'workers can earn up to 


four days’ pay, based on 
weekly production 
targets. 

Achievement of 95 per 
cent production will 
entitle workers to one 
day's pay; 100 two 
days; 105 per cent - three 


= pay 

or attendance of 100 
per cent, time workers 
can gain an extra day's 
pay and piece workers, 
an extra day for 95 per 
cent attendance. 


me ee 


GUYANA 











COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


COST OF STRIKES--Georgetown, Guyana, Friday, (CANA)--Workers in Guyana lost $3.3 
million in wages (GUY $1 equals 33 cents US) in wages last year as a result of 
strikes, according to the 1982 report of the Ministry of Labour, Manufacturing 
and Industrial Development. It said 140,744 man days of production were lost in 
the 653 work stoppages. The Ministry, subsequently renamed the Ministry of Man- 
power and Co-operatives, said the wages lost by Guyanese workers last year, 
represented an increase of $800,000 over the 1981 figure of $2.5 million. The 
report revealed that during 1981 125,585 man days were lost in 621 work stoppages, 
32 less than the 1982 figure. However the report said fewer workers were 
involved in last year's strikes than during the previous year when 87,697 workers 
were involved. Last year, 81,564 workers were involved in work stoppages. [Text] 
[Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 6 Aug 83 p 3] 


BAUXITE TALKS--Georgetown, Guyana, Friday, (CANA)--Two weeks of talks, aimed at 
pinpointing ways of reducing operational costs in Guyana's vital bauxite industry, 
were expected to conclude today between the country's two bauxite unions and 
GUYMINE, the state-owned company. The decision to hold the talks was taken early 
last month at the end of a six-week strike by more than 4,000 bauxite workers 
over a reduction of their work week from five to three days. The industrial 
action virtually crippled the operations of GUYMINE--the Guyana Mining Enterprise. 
President of the Guyana Mine Workers Union, Lincoln Lewis, told CANA his union 
and the Bauxite Supervisors Union had discussed a number of issues with GUYMINE, 
but there were still some differences to be ironed out. "We have discussed the 
mines, the railroad, the bauxite plant, the auxiliary service, and we feel we 
ought to move on to the East Montgomery mines, the largest mine at Linden, then 
the alumina plant, and the administrative and finance group of the company,” 

Mr Lewis said. Guyana, like other bauxite producing countries, is feeling the 

{11 effects of a drop in world demand for the ore, which has been reflected in 
revenue earnings. [Text] [Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 6 Aug 83 p 3] 


WPA PROTEST--Georgetown, Guyana, Sunday (CANA)--The small opposition Working 
People's Alliance (WPA) in a statement issued here has questioned the constitu- 
tionality of the constant refusal by the Guyana police to allow the political 
party to hold marches and public meetings. The party said that on July 15 it 
requested police permission for a public procession in Georgetown and 13 days 
later the commissioner denied the application. A similar application on July 25 
for a procession east of the city had also been rejected. "Thirty four members 
of the public and WPA activities are presently before the court on thirty nine 











charges of unlawful procession," the party said in a statement. "All of these 
bans have been imposed at a time when in terms of the written law, the manifold 
constitutional guarantees of the 1980 constitution are fully in force. "The 
bans confirm the fact that there is an undeclared state of emergency in Guyana," 
the WPA declared. The police declined comment on the WPA statement. [Text] 
[Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 8 Aug 83 p 3] 


SUPPORT FOR SANDINISTS --The Central Executive Committee of the People's 


National Congress extended last week revolutionary greetings to the Sandinista 
Liberation Front on the occasion of the Fourth anniversary of the Triumph of 
the Kevolution. The message reads: ''The government and people of Guyana 


continue to be deeply inspired by the indomitable revolutionary mettle and the 
determination shown by the people of Nicaragua in their struggle for the main- 
tenance of true political and economic liberation of Nicaragua under the wise 
leadership of the Sandinista Liberation Front. These efforts remind us of the 
opposition we face in our own struggle to maintain our territorial integrity. 
We join the progressive and peace loving peoples throughout the world who 
voice their protestations against obvious interference in your internal af- 
fairs and assure you of our continued support for your revolution. As you 
celebrate the fourth anniversary of the Triumph of the Revolution we wish you 
continued success and the lasting triumph over backwardness and reaction." 

The message ended with the hailing of long life for the two peoples. [Text] 
[Georgetown NEW NATION in English 24 Jul 83 p 2] 


GRADUATES IN NATLONAL SERVICE--The Guyana National Service will this year con- 
tinue its programme of using the skills of University of Guyana students 
beginning their national service stint from August 1. Students will be travel- 
ling to Port Kaituma on August 1. From there they will be assigned to various 
locations in the interior. A GNS official disclosed yesterday that students 
with teaching skills, for example, will be attached to schools. He said that 
one school at Kimbia was staffed entirely by U.G. students and when those 
students leave, having completed their stint, a new batch would have to be 
found to carry on. GNS Director General Joe Singh told U.G. students during 
an orientation session that the Service has been trying to use the skills of 
U.G. students in relevant areas so that their stints could be more meaningful 
to them and the GNS. Cde. Singh explained that in some cases students served 
their stint in Georgetown, but his was the exception rather than the rule. 
[Text] Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 29 Jul 83 p 8] 


CIVIL DEFENSE COMMITTEE--A 24-strong area Civil Defence Committee has been 
formed at Crabwood Creek on the Upper Corentyne to protect property and life 
and to assist in time of disaster. The Committee, which was launched over the 
weekend by Corriverton Deputy Mayor Joseph Scott, comprises a wide cross sec- 
tion of the community, including farmers, sawmillers, the police, fire brigade, 
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the Ministry of Health and religious and political organisations. Chairman of 
the Committee is Regional Development Council member, Chandradat Mattai, who 
said that civil defence was everybody's business. He explained that Guyana, 
unlike other countries, has never endured the hardship of a hostile environ- 
ment, apart from occasional fire, flood and road accident. He said it is 
necessary that the people be organised in time of disaster (GNA). [Text] 
[Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 21 Jul 83 p 3] 


MORE OUTREACH MEETINGS--Leader of the People’s National Congress Cde Forbes 
Burnham will continue his "Outreach Programmes" to meet Party membership in 
Georgetown District. He will meet memeber of the Lodge/LaPenitence Sub-Dis- 
trict on Wednesday July 27, 1983 at St. Sidwell’s School at 19:30 hrs (7:30 
p-m.). Arising out of previous visits to each Party group, the Party has 
strengths and weaknesses that are being analysed and this analysis will be 
concretised at the upcoming Fifth Biennial Congress. [Text] [Georgetown 
SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 24 Jul 83 p 24] 


PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION--The Public Service Commission last weekend announced 
a number of senior appointments to various Ministries. Heading the list were 
two acting Permanent Secretaries. Cde K. Narine has been appointed to act as 
PS in the Ministry of Manpower and Co-operatives while Cde K. Ramlall has been 
appointed to act as PS in the Ministry of Transport. Cde B. Khemraj has been 
appointed Principal Assistant Secretary in the Office of the Prime Minister. 
two Sub-Officers in the Guyana Fire Service were confirmed through the Minis- 
try of Home Affairs. They are Cde C. Philander and H. Murray. Six appoint- 
ments were made in the Public Service Ministry. Cde Surujnarine is Senior 
Management Services Officer; R. Daniels, Chief Training Officer; W. Lewis, 
Principal Training Officer; S. Thomas, Senior Training Officer; P. Sugrim 
Singh, Principal Management Services Officer and D. Swami, Senior Management 
Services Officer. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 5 Aug 83 


p 8] 


FINES FOR ILLEGAL GOODS--An East Demerara magistrate has imposed stiff fines 
totalling over $10,000 on two men found in possession of large quantities of 
wheat flour recently. Magistrate Clarissa Riehl, at a sitting at Sparendaam 
Court on Wednesday, made an order for the confiscation of a van in which some 
of the uncustomed goods were found. The Chronicle learnt that the fines, con- 
sidered among the heaviest imposed on the East Demerara since the recent 
police crackdown on smuggling, were based on assessments made by the Customs 
Department. Three other men, shopkeeper Ramjit Boodhoo, Kampta Persaud and 
Habib Seepersaud, all of Lusignan, East Coast Demerara who pleaded not guilty 
to similar charges are to know their fate later. They are each on $1000 bail. 
[Excerpts] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 30 Jul 83 p 1] 


SURINAME FLIGHTS--Suriname Airways, the Dutch-speaking Republic's national 
airline, officially began its scheduled once-weekly flights between George- 
town and Paramaribo last Wednesday. An official welcoming party including 
government and Guyana Airways Corporation officials, as well as representa- 
tives of the Suriname Embassy in Georgetown, were on head to meet the leased 
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737 aircraft when it touched down well ahead of the scheduled 8.50 a.m. 

arrival time. Along with GAC, which flies twice weekly to Paramaribo, SLM's 
entry on the route is expected to provide an adequate service to the hundreds 
of travellers and businessmen who shuttle between the two Republics weekly. 
Government officials see the service as another step towards improving friendly 
relations between Suriname and Guyana. The state-owned GAC will be general 
agents for SLM, which, by government order, pulled out of an agreement with 

ALM on the Curacao, Port-of-Spain, Paramaribo and Georgetown runs. The 737 

has 116 seats, all economy. Departure time from Timehri is 9.20 a.m. [Text] 
[Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 31 Jul 83 p 16] 


RESPONSE TO PRC ORDER--Small loggers from the Demerara, Canje and Berbice 
Rivers have responded in an encouraging manner to an invitation from the 
Guyana Forestry Commission to help meet a large China timber order. Head of 
the Marketing Unit of GFC, Holford Simon, told the Chronicle yesterday that 
the smaller loggers, who could benefit more from the $2,5 million deal, were 
preparing their contribution for the second shipment, in October/November. 

The China deal, negotiated at a whole-day bargaining session last Good Friday, 
is to be met in two shipments, totalling several thousand cubic feet of timber. 
The first shipment is due to leave at the end of next month. It is being met 
by the larger suppliers who were named as Guyana Timbers Limited, Toolsie 
Persaud Limited, Guyana Sawmills, Mazaharally and Sons, and Demerara Woods. 
China is due to send a vessel to collect the first part of the order. [Text] 
[Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 28 Jul 83 p 1] 


UNLONS’ CALL ON TUC--The Guyana Trades Union Congress has on two occasions 
failed to respond to a call for a Special Conference to discuss the actions 
taken by Guymine in reducing the work week in the bauxite industry and the 
acute food shortage in the country. The latest call was made by the four- 
union grouping which includes GAWU, NAACIE, CCWU and the UGSA. Ina letter 
to the TUC'’s General Secretary, Joseph Pollydore, the four unions referred to 
their earlier call to which there was no response and reiterated their demands 
for a Special Conference which was set to be held today. The letter referred 
also to the resolution passed at the TUC Conference held on May 21-22, this 
year which urged: "That the TUC take such immediate steps including protest 
demonstrations, if necessary, to ensure the importation of these food items 
and that the distribution be on a fair and equitable basis to all." So far 
the TUC has done nothing to effect any positive solution to both the bauxite 
dispute and the food crisis. [Text] [Georgetown MIRROR in English 17 Jul 83 


p 1) 


OIL, DETERGENT PRICE HIKES--The Ministry of Trade and Consumer Protection has 
announced controlled prices for four types of edible oil and the new Miracle 
detergent powder. ..According to a senior official of the Trade Ministry, for 
some time efforts have been made to provide consumers with adequate supplies 
of edible oil. However, several factors, including low prices for raw mate- 
rials, had prevented this. The prices decided on, the official explained are 
intended to ensure that consumers are not forced to pay exorbitant prices for 
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the products. The four types of edible oil - red palm, cotton seed, rice 
bran and coconut - have been produced by the National Edible Oil Company 
(NEOCOL). The prices announced by the Trade Ministry now pave the way for 
the company to increase its output since it was claimed, a pricing structure 
was hindering production, the official said. [Excerpt] [Georgetown GUYANA 
CHRONICLE in English 19 Jul 83 pp 1, 8] 


GAIBANK AID TO FISHING--One hundred and two loans totalling $1,2 million (GC) 
were approved by Gaibank during the first half of this year for the country's 
fishing sector. Gaibank, which provides loans to help finance projects in the 
agricultural as well as industrial sector, currently has an eight-million- 
dollar “active portfolio” in the fishing industry. For the first half of this 
year, $0,9 million were disbursed to individual fishermen and cooperative 
societies. Outlining the Bank's contribution to the fishing industry on the 
GBC radio programme “Grow With Gaibank", Regional Manager Hardat Singh said 
since the establishment in 1973, 847 farmers in seven regions have benefitted 
from loans totalling $13 million. During 1982, 238 loans totalling $1,7 mil- 
lion were approved for the fishing sector. The money, Singh noted, has been 
distributed anong persons and groups involved in three distinct types of 
fishing - Insiore fishing, Offshore fishing and Deep Sea fishing. Although 
Gaibank is pr:pared to finance Inland fishing projects no such assistance has 
as yet been disbursed. Commenting on Gaibank's impact on the fishing indus- 
try, the Regional Manager said because of the need to meet loan repayments to 
operate at an efficient economic level, there was need to maximise outputs 
while reducing costs. Gaibank's need for up-to-date financial information 
has also indirectly served to promote efficient financial management. The 
Regional Manager also spoke of the possibility of Gaibank providing financing 
for complementary areas such as the building of jetties and ice production. 
He advised potential borrowers to approach the Bank as a group or cooperative 
society for tinancing in such areas. - (GNA). [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA 
CHRONICLE in English 27 Jul 83 p 1] 


TELECOM PROBLEMS--The Guyana Telecommunications Corporation is experiencing 
grave difficulties and telephone users are becoming increasingly frustrated 
with the poor service they are given. Overseas calls, with some exceptions, 
take hours to connect and often callers have to abandon their efforts to get 
through to their overseas contacts. Worse still, phones go dead for weeks 
on end. The repairs department seems quite incapable of coping with the 600 
tault complaints it receives each week. Servicemen say they are very short 
of spare parts and cable and they have few vehicles to take them with their 
ladders and other equipment to locations where faults are reported. The 
trouble, however, is more fundamental. The new multi million dollar exchange 
purchased almost three years ago is faulty. It has not functioned fully or 
efficiently from the time it was installed. This was told to members of the 
media at a press conference by management a few weeks ago. There appears to 
have been nothing in the contract with the overseas suppliers, who were 
responsible for the installation of the exchange, to guarantee its proper 
functioning, the press was told. The DGM, Engineering, said that engineers 
from the suppliers were expected to arrive shortly to help sort out some of 
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the problems. Reportedly, they have since come for a short visit, then re- 
turned to the UK and should return next month. According to informed sources, 
some of the new equipment needed to be kept in airconditioned rooms at a tem- 
perature of 60 - 65 degrees, but this has not been possible at Telephone House, 
because of power cuts. [Excerpt] [Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 

31 Jul 83 pp 1, 4] 


@ACTORY ACT CHANGES--..East Bebice (GNA)--Minister of Manpower and Co-opera- 
tives Kenneth Denny has announced in Berbice that women would be allowed to 
work at nights in industrial entities. He also said that the Board of 
Industrial Training would be restructured and that all industries would pay a 
levy for the training of students in various skills and disciplines. He was 
at the time speaking at the 23rd Graduation Exercises of the Guysuco Appren- 
tice Training Centre at Port Mourant, where 66 youths including 10 women, 
graduated and were presented with certificates. Minister Denny has also 
called upon training organisations to identify the nation's manpower needs 
and to produce graduates who would answer to the needs of society and the 
development of the country. He stressed the need for uniformity and more 
collaboration and coordination among entities involved in apprenticeship 
training because, he noted, "there is too much cloistered behaviour where 
people do their own things....so that one entity does not know what the other 
is doing." The Minister further disclosed that under the Factory's Act it is 
prescribed that women must not do night work in industrial undertakings but 
he declared that in the light ot developmental needs, this law is irrelevant 
and has no place, especially since our women have claimed equality and have 
become emancipated. [Excerpts] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 29 
Jul 83 p 8] 


CATHOLIC STANDARD CORRECTION--The G.D.F. has written to the editor, drawing 
attention to the statement contained in the Catholic Standard article in the 
issue of June 26, headed, “Govt Media Black-out 3-233k Bauxite Strike", in 
which is stated, “Detachments of the GDF have been drafted into Linden and 

in an attempt to cower the workers have taken to doing physical exercises in 
front of the Mine Workers Union Hall." "This statement," the GDF writes "is 
obviously untrue, as "o detachments of the GDF have been drafted into Linden, 
and no members of the GDF have ever done physical exercises in front of the 
Mineworkers Union Hall at Linden." The GDF requests the withdrawal of these 
"allegations, which only serve to blur the image of an organisation whose 
record of service to Guyana must remain unblemished." Our Linden sources 
explain that, at the time, they had mistaken for the GDF members of the Tac- 
tical Service Unit of the Police, who had been sent to Linden and who on 
several mornings had passed by the Union Hall dressed in khaki doing physical 
exercises. The workers, the souress say, had felt intimidated by this be- 
haviour of a branch of the armed forces. We gladly make the correction and 
withdraw the statement about the GDF. [Text] [Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD 
in English 31 Jul 83 p 3] 
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DELEGATION TO CUBA--Vice-President for Party and State Matters, Cde Cammie 
Ramsaroop will head a two-man delegation to Cuba tomorrow to join in the 
celebrations of the 30th anniversary of the Moncada attack. The other member 
of the delegation is Cde Collin Heywood, Desk Officer for Cuba in the Minis- 
try of Foreign Affairs in Guyana. It is also understood that Cuban Ambassador 
to Guyana Senor Lazaro Cabazas will accompany the Guyana delegation. The main 
celebrations will take place at Santiago De Cuba, where the Moncada attack 
took place on July 26, 1953. On that day, Fidel Castro and some 125 Cuban 
revolutionaries stormed the Moncada garrison in a desperate attempt to over- 
throw the repressive dictatorship of President Fulgencio Batista. Despite 

the failure of the attack, the event paved the way for a more determined 
struggle for national liberation. This culminated in the success of the Cuban 
revolution in 1959. Guyana is among some 100 countries which have been in- 
vited to participate in the celebrations in Cuba. In Guyana, a number of 
activities are currently taking place to mark the historic event. [Text] 
[Georgetown NEW NATION in English 24 Jul 83 p 3] 


9201 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


PNP SCORES GOVERNMENT HANDLING OF ANNIVERSARY PLANNING 


Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 7 Aug 83 p l 


JAMAICA 


[Text ] Ts ib we tt 7 2 
“7”. The PNP’ has critised the Govern. (0 participate in the planning or imple- 
ment ‘for not having seen fic “ro invite mentation of the functions at the Na- 
the Opposition to participate m the tional Stadium ‘and elsewhere in the 
planning and i of the nation.” 
functions” tq mark the “Jamaica 21”. The statement said rhat whegpgamai. 
celebrations. * ca was preparing for Independerce the 
In a. statement yesterday, the’ PNP then PNP Government had initiated a 
-~ said it had detiberately refrained from _bi-partisan approach to the planning by 
commenting upon certain. aspects of - | involving the then JLP ition, and 
Jamaica's 21st Birthday Salute which that after the elections of April,..1962, 
was celebrated at the National Stadium the new JLP Goveenment continued this 
Friday nghe. approach. a : $2 
“We have withheld comment to this y 4 Le 
point because we did-not wish to do” “In concept and execution” ji PNP 
anything to detract from or in any way _—_ said, “the event has seemed to u&-more 
spoil the national spirit which ought to to divert attention from the 
charactense an occasion of this kind. . = stark realities of our national condition 
“First, we deplore the fact thar for an than to inspire the nation to senewed 
—— which was spec 4 in- efforts to overcome that age a 
tended to express-national unity ¢ “It is deeply regrettable t 
‘the celebration of a milestone on a has been ‘missed chal 
Sed not sce Be to ave the Oppottion lenge and ren the nation in this 
did not see the t Opposition direction 
CSO: 3298/870 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


JAMAICA 


CONSUMER PROTECTION UNIT TO MONITOR PRICES, OTHER AREAS 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 6 Aug 83 pp 1, 16 


[Text ] 


Consumers could receive some protecnon with the 
introduction of mechanisms for price control, educa- 
tion, quality-control and regulation through the Con- 


sumer Protection Division of the Mimstry of Industry * 


and Commerce. “’ 


However, there was no assurance against pnce 
increases but steps would be taken to see that the mark- 
up was kepr-et the minsmumn. , . 

From Monday, consumers will be able to call iff 
complaints about over-charging and high pnces to three 
telephone numbers — “consumer hotlines”. They will 
also be able to wnte in complaints. 

These new measures for consumer protection were 
announced by the Hon. Douglas Vaz, Minister of 
Industry and Commerce, at a press conference yester- 
day. He said the main area of protection was where the 
consumer was educated to respond to situations of 
price increases. 

Included in the measures are regulations for the 
control of quality for liquid petruleum gas(cooking gas) 
and used-car dealers. 

Outlining the operations of the newly-established 


unit, Mr. Vaz said the Ministry was asking the public to 
work with them and so-they were establishi 
Monday, three tclephone lines — 90123-5 — on whi 
the consumers could call and let the Manistry know 
their expenences with respect to price incfeases. 

The Prices Commission and ‘the Burgaw of Stan- 
dards would be working with the Unit. 

The Commission would be 
pnces were, why the prices were changing and 
the price changes were legitimate or were the result of 
profiteering. . 

Mr. Vaz emphasised that the Ministry would be 
trying to deal with the problems not by the institution 
of price controls on every item but through availabilty 
on an open-market system. In a changing situation with 
the parallel rate of exchange, he said, they had to 
ensure that people did not profiteer in terms of trying 
to profiteer because of an exchange rate. 

The Unit would be a dissemination one and would 
advise the consumer on what price an item should be 
sold for but not necessanily the final one. 

HE POINTED TO WORK already done with 


from. 


out What thik 
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comparisons tor 10 agricultural tools in at least four 
stores for every parish. With respect to agricultural 
forks, the results had shown that the price was from a 
low of $45 to a high of $105. 

He said there was a lack of information on price 
increases and consumer education and he invited people 
to give information, but warned that the Ministry was 
going to be “extremely careful” not to promate mis- 
chiet> ° 

“The purpose is to make people aware that there 1s 
a mechanism by which they can report overcharging as 
they see it and have an agency which will investigate 
and correct. The unit must be seen as working for the 
consumer”, he said. .* 

The Minister said that the Ministry would be 
working with the media, including the radio, for the 
publication of recommended prices that woutd guide 
consumers on the prices to pay for the various if@ms. 

Within this new system, the Prices Commission 
was being reorganised to respond to the needs of the 
public and Price Inspectors would visit stores to see 
what prices were like and check what the movement 


had been. 


The Bureau of Standards would be lending its 
support in seeing to quality control of items such as 
cooking-gas cylinders. 


Asked about the policing of the programme and 
whether there would be an introduction of a reorga- 
nised voluntary price inspectors system, Mr. Vaz ruled 
out this as one of the strategies to be used. Companies 
would be monitored through the computensed system, 
he said. 


He cited the power of moral persuasion in helping 
to control prices, giving an exzmple of a situation with 
a high-blood-pressure (hypertension) tablet yesterday 
morning. He said it was brought to his attention that 
the price of the item had moved from $368.80 per 
thousand to $1,081.98 which worked out at $1.08 per 
tablet. This was investigated and the distributor was 
going to roll back the prices on the item and for sales 
which had been made since June 16, purchasers would 
be given credit. 
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Mr. Vaz said the Ministry was dealing with regula- 
tion where it was required. 


ON COOKING GAS, where there had been a great 
deal of concern about charges which were being made 
for cylinder deposits, Mr. Vaz said the Ministry was 
coming up with regulations on behalf of the consumer. 
These would ensure that when the consumers bought a 
25 Ib. or 100 Ib. cylinder of gas, they would in fact get 
the correct volume, 


The Ministry was going to insist that when the 
cylinder was delivered, it must have a seal and that it 
must be tested. Cylinders would be tested to ensure 
that they were not leaking. 

“We are geing to ensure that the regulations are 
enforced and that they will benefit the consumer not 
only in terms of price but ensuring that the volume is 
correct”. 

Another area where regulations were being drawn 
up for was used-car dealers who were going to be 
brought under the Trade Act. The Trade Act of 1955 
had not made provision for used-car dealers. 

“We are going to put them under heavy scrutiny 
and make sure records are proper, and we are going to | 
be ensuring that the consumer gets a guarantee”. 

The Mministry would be regulating where nec- 
essary in the interest of the consumer. He said there 
had been some sales of vehicles between new-car 
dealers and used-car dealers with a mark-up of $16,000 
in some Cases. 

He noted, too, the controversy in the drug sector 
concerning generic versus branded items and said that 
this was a vexed subject but that the Ministry was 
looking at regulations. 

Shortly before the press conference, Mr. Vaz met 
with members of the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce 
whom he asked for assistance with the programme, 
requesting that they do their part in ensuring that the 
members regard the consumers as their friends and not 
enemies. 

They discussed matters of pricing and the new 
programme, with the Chamber setting up a Better- 
Business Agency to work with the Ministry. 

Mr. Vaz said,“Some things are inevitable. We 
cannot ensure that prices do not rise but we can ensure 
that if they have to move that they do so at-the lowest 
level”. 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


BONN OFFICIAL ON VISIT PREDICTS CLOSER JOINT COOPERATION 


Kingston THESUNDAY GLEANER in English 7 Aug 83 p 11] 


{Article by Hans Klein, Foreign Affairs spokesman of the West German Government 
in Parliament } 


[ Text } 





Closer cooperation between 
Government of West Germany and the 
Government of Jamaica is being pursued 
as a result of a visit to Jamaica to observe 
Independence celebrations by Mr. Hans 
Klein, Foreign Policy spokesman of the 
CDU-CSU, the major governing party in 


the | 


-_ 


the West German coalition, and Mr. . 


Peter Petersen, a Christian Democratic 
Union parliamentarian from West Ger- 
many. 


They arrived on Saturday, July 30 and were in 
Jamaica up to yesterday. In an interview with the 
GLEANER Mr. Klein said that they had taken 
part in the most impressive Baptist service on 
Sunday morning at the Boulevard Baptist Church. 
He was referring to the National Thanksgiving 
Service. They had seen the Prime Minister and a 
number of Ministers, including Minister of Educa- 
tron, who he said, “had put Jamaica on the map in 
Germany.” Mr. Klein told the Gleaner that Dr. 
Mavis Gilmour on her visit in March had made a 
great impression, had been received by President 
Carsten and had contributed to his becoming a 


very ardent supporter of Jamaica’s development. 
Mr. Klein said that they were now considering 
some further steps for cooperation in education and in 
other subjects. He had come to Jamaica ona general 
assignment. His country West Germany have no vested 


interest in the Central America and the Canbbean, bur 
West Germany relied for security on an alliance with 
the United States. They thus had interest through it’s © 
not vested. 


r Peace and detente 
GLEANER: Does any aspect of what is hap- 


pening disturb you? 
KEEIN: We know very well what Communism 
means and therefore we are not so happy with what is 
going on in the area and in Cuba. You must remember 
that we have an experience of Communism on our 
doorsteps as a part of Germany, and we have seen 
Communism not far away developing in Africa. 
GLEANER: How do you then view the whole 
question of peace and detente? 


KLEIN: We can’t gee detente and peace in the 
several parts of the world from one’s own country. Our 
former Chancellor Helmut Sehmidt made a mistake 
when he said that detente was divisible when discussing 
Angola. Our party, the Christian Democratic Union, 
believes that detente is indivisible so that the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan for example, interrupted de- 
tente between the Soviet bloc and the West. 


Any similarity? 
GLEANER: Do you see any similarity be- 
tween your and Jamaica? | 
KLEIN: Yes. West Germany and Jamaica are in the 


same position with governing majorities. Both govern- 
ments — centre governments — came to power be- 


~ cause of the inefficiency of the pseudo-socialist parties 


which had preceded them, and therefore our Govern- 
ments came into power on the basis of great expecta- 
tions by the 4 ¢. People, during the pseudo-socialist 
periods had become used to big words. The weakness 
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ot centre and Conservative Parties 1s a ee aré no 
prepared to spend to document achievemergs ¢ 
to use big words in tellng b people abour their achjeve 
ments. In both ceuntries and in the USA there has pee 
great hope for quick solutions to problems which; ha. 
accumulated over a period of time under what? on. 
might call liberal or pseudo-socialist policies. 


GLEANER: So what is the solution? 

KLEIN: Well, in Jamaica after half a term peopl 
are expecting that the problems will be solved, and i. 
Germany after nine months the expectations art high 
Yet there is a Chinese proverb that “if you give: brea 
then they will finally hate you. If you help them t 
build a tower they will finally love you.” In othe 
words, it has to be a firmness in moving at long-tern 
policies which will solve the problems, and not to giv: 
in to the short-term stop gap measures which ewil 
simply increase bitterness.” : 


Mr _ then rags with the ay og about: th: 
counter offensive that is necessary in the ideologica 
discussions throughout the world. He noted that promi 
nent Soviet speakers were arriving in Germany speakin; 
on armaments, that leftist professors from the U.S 
would come to Germany and conduct anti-U.S. forums 
Yet there was no response from those who believe is 
democracy. He told a story of a Russian colonel wh 
came to West Germany to tell them that the U.S. wer 
Americans in a different continent, whereas the Rus 
sians were Europeans and therefore West Germany 
should have no truck with the U.S. . 


Mr. Klein and Mr. Petersen. who were not offtcia 

ests of Jamaica, but were guests of individualg¢ in 
Teonaien, expressed great admiration for the beauty o 
Jamaica and for what seemed to them to be ith 


methods being taken to develop the country. : 
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STATUS REPORT ON JNIP; INVESTMENT PLANNING NEEDED 
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[Article by Lennox Robinson] 


[Text] 


THE YEAR oy By y bY 
Jamaican investment. Enquiries came 

like torrential rain. Before the flood su the 
Prime Minister established a reservoir called 
Jamaica National Investment Promotions Led. to 
capture and purify these enquiries before allow- 
ing them to enter into the pipeline of economic 


activity. 
Since then, some 162 new projects have 
flowed into the economic system, providing the 


resources to quench the oe of over $,(00 
Jamaicans who have suffered under the drought 
of unemployment in the years before. 

The question, however, is whether or not 
J.N.LP. should have been crested. Were there 
existing institutions that are equipped and there- 
fore could be upgraded to handle the foreign 
investors and promote loca! investments? 


OBJECTIVES 
|.NLP. was ongsnally established, according to Group 
\»rector, Polly Brown, to facilnate and invest- 
ments in Jamaica. This involved and proc- 


essing enquines. Shortly poo ay an Economic 
Development Arm was established with six divisions, 
cach headed by a Director. 

Each Director is now responsible for broad Indus- 
try sectors of support services and deals or assists with 
matters relating to Trade Board, quotas, licences, 
funding, factory space and location, etc. But while this 
colossal pumping station was being supplied with top- 
class executives, the older Jamaica Industrial Devel- 
opment Corporation (J.1.D.C.) was gradually stnpped of 
generating capac 

With the sditie of J.N.LP. came the exit of 
}..D.C. which 1s now apparently reduced to holding 
semmmars and lectures. Then suddenly another pumping 
station, NIDCO, has emerged and 
snester flee of Racing eles and dynamic cxecutive 

les 








Then there is J.N.E.C., which concerns itselt weir 
export promotion. Ar the same time, J.N.1.P. has its 
own international division, while newly- ormed NIDCO 
will be seeking to ‘ ¢ for export’. Additionally, 
the Kingston Free bes its own marketing arm 
pereeneges fan to attract a wy set of investors to use 


ne tant is the array of entities designed 
to generate an increasing flow of economic activity mto 
Jamaica: 
JNIP — Investment Promotion. Attract investors, iden- 
tity market, monitor research, data collection. 
JIDC — Industrial Development. Train staff of JNIP 


project. 
JNEC — Export Development. identify markets already 
— by JNIP, research, data collection. 

O — Encourage Production for Export. Encour- 


age domestic von for export in target industnes. 
FREE ZON Attracting Investments. Approach 
same people that JNIP are targeting for investments. 

Each entity has to be manned with its own Chief 
Executive, fleet of secretaries, office space, budget, 
finance, investment officers, etc. 

Of course, each would have prepared its own 
promotional materials informing the investing public 
what ate its aims and objectives and why each 1s 
separately needed to pull Jamaica out of the chronic 
econemc lock-off. 

Can anyone deny the obvious overlapping and 
duplication of duties? Wouldn't i be better 10 have one 
institution with overall responsibility to attract, develop, 
monitor and market Jamaican products abroad? 

The truth is that the country needs a highly- 
professional motivated group to develop an effective 
promotional programme to attract the t type of 
investment-flows into the country. J.N.LP. seems to 
have achieved this with some measure of success 
despite its short history. What's more 1s that the 
potential ro do better 1s fast becoming a reality. 


Ly 
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PROMOTIONAL 
STRATEGY 


The flood of investment enquiries is over. The level of 

interest has fallen. J.N.1.P. is now planning to:- 

(1) Identify where hard curtency exists. 

(2) Identify products in these hard-currency markets 

which can be produced in Jamaica. 

(3) Pur together viable investment ‘packages’ (includ: 

patton techniques and marketing) and invite bor 
ocal and foreign businesses to invest. 

(4) Monitor projects and _ all the support services 

to facilitate ant 

This talnsiied ind “comprehensive h to 
investment is certainly sound and, if given the chance, 
should produce desired results. In our competitive 
world, this type of approach is absolutely necessary in 
order to win investors to Jamaica. There 1s one danger, 
however. 

Restructuring a nation for export-onented produc- 
tion is a long- wr project. Negotiations can be hy 
and tedious. J.N.1.P., however, could be forced to 
produce short-term results to justify its existence. If this 
is the case, it may lose sight of the long-range planning 
required to create a permanent investment this 
ts unfortunately represent another attempt at — 
ailure. 
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COLUMNIST SUPPORTS U.S. NAVAL BASE IN JAMAICA 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 5 Aug 83 p 14 


[Article by Morris Cargill] 


| Excerpts ] 
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[Hk Prime Minister, with a 
good deal of justification, has pomt- 
ced out that the symbols on our 
(oatot Arms are no longer rele- 
vant. As he said, the crocodile ts 
near extinction, the Arawaks have 
had it, and the pineapple 1s a minor 
Crop. 


bine trath oes that crocodiles and 
\rawaks are not the only irrelevant 
things Coat-of-arms are equally trrcle- 
vane m the context of modern life A 
coatotarms that 1s “relevant” 1s a con- 
tradienon in tertrs. 


We could, | chink, exercise our 
minds more profitably by thinking up 
wave Of making money. People are tar 
too conmermed about purely marginal 
matters. \ chap came to me the other 
day and asked me Wt Vd support him in 
this column on seroing up branch of the 
(ideen Souetv to pur Bibles in ever 
hotel bedroom in Jamaca. | said no ' 


matter entirely, | wonder if my readers 
realize that in a tew short years the US 
lease of its base in Guantanomo in 
Cuba comes to an end. You may be sure 
that Castro won't renew it. So the U.S. 
will be shopping around for another 
hase in these waters 


Millions of dollars 


The obvious place would be Jamar- 
ca. | am quite sure that Mr. Seaga, with 
the great regard in which it 1s held in 


the U.S. would be able to pull this one 
off for us it anyone could. 
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Such a base here would be worth 
hundreds of millions of dollars to us 
annually, directly and indirectly. The 
toursst trade would also benefit very 
considerably, as US. visitors would fecl 
secure coming here. Every taxi-driver. 
shopkeeper, small and large, and nearls 
every man-n-the-strect, small farmer 
and h r would teel the benctit of the 
flow of US. dollars 


Ot course, Mr. Michael Manley, and 
a tew very vociferous nervous national 
ists and psuedo-mtellectuals would « 
pose it, with assorted howls about the 
selling of our sacred soil, and so on and 
so forth. But the majority of us would 
know on what side our bread would be 
buttered, and would be thankful tor a 
bunlt-in defense svstem, free of cost. 
against my mischiet C uba might want to 
get up to m jamaxa. With the enor 
mous economic benetis which would 
inevitably spread to all classes, the poll. 
cs which would certainly be announced 
by Mr. Manley to the effect thar st 
clected he would abrogate any such 
long lease of a US. base, would do 
more to keep him out of power than 
anything else J can think of 

Which, when one comes to think of 
it, would be vet one more benefit of 4 
LS. base in lamana 


Mr. Se has no doubt already 
considered the possibrlity of such a base 
here sn the quite near future: bur if he 
his not | would implore him to do so 
and to start negotiations trom now It 
as | estumate, the derect and mdires’ 
bonetits would amount to over $20) 
millon annually, with added security 
and tournsm as a bonus, tt would seem 
to me to be something which we cannor 
attord not to trv to achreve 
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INDUSTRIAL UNION CALLS ON GOVERNMENT FOR NEW MINIMUM WAGE 
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[Text | 


CSO: 


The Bustamante In- 
dustrial Trade Union 
has called on the Mini- 
mum Wage Advisory 
Commission, = re-ap- 
pointed in June, to rec- 
ommend to the 
Government that it pro- 
clams new minimum 
wage rates from Sep- 
tember |. 

lhe Commission, 
comprising Mrs. Marjo- 
ne Brown- Young, attor- 
ney-at-law, (chaipman), 
Mr. Donald Pinnock, 
administrative officer at 
the Jamaica Public Serv- 
ice Company, and attor- 
ney-at-law Mr. ae 
Wright, held its 


meeting - (ON 
examine the nat circumstanc- 


mimmum how 

In a letter to the chair- 
man of the Minimum 
Wage Advisory Commis- 
sion, dated July 27, a copy 
ot which was sent to the 


Gleaner, B.1LT.U. vice 
preadent, Mr. Lascelles 
3298/870 


Beckford, called on the 
Commission to recom- 
mended to the Govern- 
ment “that they proclaim a 
new minimum wage rate 
based on a 4)-hour single 
tume work week” with, ef- 
fect from September 1, 
1983, of: 

“a) a minimum rate of 
$50 per week for workers 
in household services; b) a 
minimum rate of $80 per 
week for workers in em- 
ieveen other than 

ouschold services; c) dou- 
Ale ume rate pay for work- 
érs in category b), for more 
than four hours overtime 
work in any one. day; d) 
that in cases where work is 
given out by task, the task 
rate shall be such as to 


¢s, and ‘within the single- 
tume hours, not less than 
10% above the relevant 
minimum hourly, daily or 
weekly rate.” 

The B.L.T.U. said thar 
the cost of living index 


“has risen tremendously” 
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since the establishment of 
the existing national mini- 
mum wage of $30, in June 
1980, and this, in addition 
to the newly-introduced 
economic measures, had 
resulted in a deterioration 
of the wage value and the 
standard of living of work- 
ers who earned that 
amount. 

“...The workers are en- 
titled to not only a restora- 
tion of living standard, bur 
an imprfovement in ther 
living standard”, the letter 
said. 

On June 28, the Min- 
ister of Labour and the 


—— -—— 


JAMAICA 


Public Service, the Hon. j 


J.A.G. Smith, said in the 
House of Representatives 
thar there would be no 
immediate increase in the 
national minimum wage. 
The BITU, in July, 
voiced its disagreement in 


! 





a letter to the Minister and | 
called for two separate na- | 
tonal minimum wages of | 
$50 per week for house 


hold helpers and S80 per | 


week tor “workers in cm- 
ployment other than 
household services” - con- 


struction, agriculture, man- 
ufacturing, industry and 
the Services. 
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SEAGA URGES FARMERS TO INCREASE NONTRADITIONAL CROPS 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 5 Aug 83 p 9 





[Text } 


A call to farmers to 


and, further, up to $25 


you grow sufficient, it 


expand their production of million in three years -- in means that you can supply 
non-traditional crops and other words, treble exports to the export market and 
thereby put themselves in a in thi$ area from $8 mil- still have enough left to 


position to take advantage 


of unities for a 
iy > expansion of ex- 
ports in this area, has been 
made by Prime Minister 
Edward Seaga. 

In addressing farmers 
attending the Denbigh Ag- 
ricultural Show on Inde- 
pendence Day, Mr. Seaga 
said that in 1981/82, there 
had been a 25 percent 
increase im the export of 
non-traditional Jamaican 
toods, from $8 million to 
$10 million. By 1982/83, 
this export had grown by a 
turther 25 percent, despite 
urought and other prob- 
lems. He told the farmers: 

“| want to emphasize 
the fantastic opportunities 
that exist for Jamaican 
farmers,"he said, adding 
that he government had 
received orders for additio 
nal exports of $10 million 
to the United States alone. 
“It means that if we can 
supply it, we can lift pro- 
duction up to $15 million 
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lion to $25 million.” 

The fact of the matter, 
however, said the Prime 
Minister,was that a survey 
carried out by the Ministry 
of Agriculture, showed 
that in order to produce 
the quantities needed, an 
additional 11,270 acres 
would be necessary. “It 
would need the product of 
1,700 acres of new plant- 
ings in sweet cassava; 1,400 
acres of negro yams; 700 
acres more in yellow yams; 
1,200 acres of sweet yams; 


400 acres of dasheen; 500 
acres of pumpkins; 600 
acres of plantains; 150 
acres of cho-choes and 
4,620 acres of cocoe. 

He said the — of 
export ¢ were g00d, SO 
rag tn could make a 

return on their 
investment. “Therefore, if 


14,8 


sell to the domestic mar- 
ket. That way, you can 
make more money for 
yourself. Many farmers 
find that in supplying to 
the export market, this 
leads to a shortfall in the 
quantities available for the 
local market and causes 
the price to increase”, he 
said. 

Mr. Seaga noted that 
new technol in the 
preservation of yams had 
been developed, and this 
had meant that the shelf 
life of this product had 
been increased to three 
weeks, where previously, it 
could only be kept for 
about one week. 

The Prime 
Minister made the call for 
production of non-tradi- 
tional export crops, after 
he had toured the parish 
booths at the show. 
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FIVE 


MONTH IMPASSE OVER FERTILIZER SUPPLIES BROKEN 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 4 Aug 83 pp 1, 14 


Text | 


A tive-month deadlock over 
the supply of fertilizer on credit, 
between the National Sugar 
Company and Antilles Chemical 
Company, was broken yesterday 
at a meeting held at the Ministry 
of Trade and Industry under the 
chairmanship of Trade and In- 
dustry Minister, the Hon. Doug- 


las Vaz. 

Due to the deadlock most of the 
cane farms im the industry have re- 
mained non-fertilized since March, and, 
according to Agriculture Minister Dr. 
Percival Brodenck, will have a critical 
cttect on the next r Crop. 

The breaking of the deadlock also 
resulted in a dedication that Antilles will 
now mix, blend and bag fertilizer for 
the Jamaxa Commodity Trading Com- 
pany CTC) and in turn will supply 
ternlizer to distrbutors on a 240 days 
credit basis. 

What has been descnbed as an 
important break-through 1s the fact that 
the Jamaica Agncultural Society will 
now be the agency responsible for the 
supply of between 25,000 to 30,000 
tons of fertilizer to small farmers mainly 
for domestic food production. 

Yesterday's meeting was attended by 
Dr. Broderick, Hon. Anthony Johnson, 
Minister of State in the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry; Mr. Courtney 
Fletcher, President of the JAS: Mr. T. 
G. Mignort, Chairman of the All-island 
Jamaica Cane Farmers Association; Mr. 
©. K. Melado, of the State Trading 
Corporation, Mr. Frank Dowmie, Secre- 
tary- Manager of the SIA; representatives 
ot Antilles Chemical, Shell Chemicals 
(Jamaica) Ltd.; Grace Fertilizers’ and a 
number of other distributors. 
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Ihe meeting dealt with the tertizer 
situation based on reports made by Dr. 
Broderick, that the next sugar crop 
would be affected because of 
the refusal of Antilles to supply at 
to the National Sugar Company on 
credit basis in order that the needs of 
the NSC farms for fertilizer could be 
met. 

THE MEETING TOOK note of the 
fact that the Sugar Industry Authonty 
had beer. negotiating with Antilles from 
as early as March this year, and still 
were not able to get any fertilizer of of 
them for the NSC estates. 

What has resulted is that more than 
40% of rattoon cane which should have 
been fertilized for the next crop has 
been left unfertilized, and which means 
that the next crop is going to see the 
serious impact dt te absence of that 
fernlizer, Dr. Broderick states. 

“{t was not only the fertilizer alone 
for the Tc ae industry that created a 
problem. problem arose im respec: 
of Antilles refuging to pass on creda to 
suppliers, credit which Antilles them- 
selves got from Jamaica Commodity 
Trading Company and did not extend it 
to National Sugar Company. In tact 
they were insisting that they be paid in 
cash or be gyven a letter of guarantee 
from the Ministry of Finance: They 
even refused to take the assurances of 
the Sugar Industry Authority and the 
Minister of Agriculture when he ap- 
pealed to them, the meeting was sold. 

The discussions ended upon the 
nose that Antilles will now only pro- 
duce the ferulizer from JCTC, that is, 
mix, blend and bag the fertilizer as a 
producer for JCTC. JCTC will in turn 
deal directly with the distmbutors, ex- 
tending to them 240 days credit, which 
credit will be passed on to the 1sa- 
tions which supply the farmers. 


JAMAICA 
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Agreement was also reached that the 
AIJCFA would also benefit in terms of 
getting credit and to be able to supply 
the private cane farmers whom the 
Association serves. Antilles | se agreed 


to supply the National Sugar are 
with fertilizer on the assurance ie 
SIA regarding payment, as was done in 


the = 

HE JAS HAS been “given the nod” 
to negotiate with the C terms and 
conditions on which it can take fertilizer 
trom JCTC as a distributor in its own 
rght. This is regarded as a break- 
through for the JAS as it means they 
will be serving a irement of be- 
tween Bee to 30 = of fertilizer 
to small farmers mainly for domestic 
food production. : 

One of the major changes in that 
Antilles will no longer deal directly with 
the distnbutors. This will now be done 
by the JCTC. ) 

The change will also ensure that all 


the advantages of the Canadian Interna- 
none) Dev Agency (CIDA) $2.9 
million fe of credit to pro- 
vide mest of the’fernlizer requirements 
tor Jamaica, will be met under extended 
credit which will Be very advantageous 
ro the farming sctor. 


3298/869 
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te these developments, Dr. 
Brodenck told the Gleaner, one has to 
bear in mind that especially in the sugar 
industry, ferulizer application should 
have taken place in’ January, this year, 
and that the shoreage was acute and 
became cnitical in March, and it was 


only yesterday that the industry was 
able to break the deadlock situation 
that had developed between Antilles 
and itself, to have fertilizer, which 
means a loss of five months. 

The best that could be done in the 
circumstances was for arrangements to 
be made for supplies to begin to take 
place in about four days time. This in 
turn means that the sugar industry will 
have only about two months left during 
which fertilizer can be of any use in the 
cane fields. “There are a number of 
farms now on which it would make no 
sense to put on fertilizer, due to the fact 
tht they have rattooned for too long,” 
Dr. Broderick concluded. 
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NEW CHEWING GUM FACTORY A FIRST; RECEIVED JNIP HELP 
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[Text ] 
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WITH THE CURRENT 
thrust to diversify the 
islaad’s production 
base, much attention is 


being placed on the set- 
ting up of non-tredi- 


tional § investment 


which began operation in 
April this year. “ert is the 
island's first and only 


ar 


bean and ¢ ing Cari 
has been me ~ at a cost of 
over $750,000. 


The company manufac- 
turers a brand of stick-type 
chewing gum and currently 


has a production of 15,000 
packets of rwelve a day. 


Mr. Cecil Beharry, a 
Guyanese who came to 
Jamaica in 1981 by way of 
New York, is the owner of 
the factory. He received 
technical assitance from 
the manufacturers of the 
equipment who sent rep- 
resentatives to Jamaica to 
train staff and to assisting 
In setting up. 

He has high praise for 
his 22-man work-force 
who work five days a 
week on one shift. “Their 
level of productivity is very 
good. I've found that Ja- 
maicans want to work”, he 
said. 
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“Our product — 
*CB’s’— is comparable in 


quality to any imported 


impored gum is still com- 
ing in commercial quanti- 
ties. | know old habits die 
hard, and it will take some 
time to make an impres- 
sion and to penetrate a 


“As a believer in the 
free enterprise system, 
mind you, | view competi- 
tion as a challenge...but it 
must be fair competition, 
not illegal imports”. 

Mr. Beharry inports 
the gum base (chicle), fa- 
vours, liquid glucose and 
most of the wrappers —all 
of which constitute 40% 
of his raw material needs. 
The other 60% is refined 
sugar bought locally. 

“The price of the Ja- 
maican sugar, compared to 
other CARICOM territo- 
ries, is a source of discon- 


a tenel pte eee 


here. it is something 
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which | knew about before 


Beharry said that while he 


was in New York he saw a. 


lot being written about 
Jamaica’s economic turn- 
around and the new invest- 
ment climate. 


PLAN FOR 
EXPANSION 
“For some ten years | 
had had the idea of pee 
up a > tng: oy Me al 
t 


an simply because no yo 
else was doing it. I went to 
the Jamaica National In- 
vestmetn Promotion Lim- 
ited’s office in New York, 
and in a short while af- 
te-wards I was in Jamaica 
checking things out myself. 


“The J.N.LP.’s Ki 
ton office was very helpful 
in getting me started: lo- 
cating factory space and 


that sort of thing,” he said. 
Mr. Be said his 
12,000 square feet factory 


is ideal for expansion and 
that is in fact what he has 
in mind. “In the near fu- 
ture, | intend to begin 
manufacturing bubble 
gum. The technology is 
not as advanced as that 
used to make chewing 
gum. It will mean a whole 
new crew on that line”. 


JAMAICA 
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BISCUIT PLANT'S CUTBACKS INDICATIVE OF INDUSTRY PROBLEMS 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 5 Aug 83 p 25 


[Text] The Carreras Group of Companies has responded to a news report in the 
GLEANER of August 4 about the Jamaica Biscuit Company in the following statement. 
[Editor's Note: The referent report, published on page 12 of the 4 August 

THE DAILY GLEANER, said that "some 200 employees...lost their jobs” after new 
wrapping equipment was introduced. } 


"The recent closure of the Jamaica Biscuit Company reported in the GLEANER 
dated August 4, 1983 is as a result of several on-going problems faced by the 
Company. 


The Company has incurred substantial losses over the last two years. The primary 
reason for these losses stems from the fact that the Company's major product, 
water crackers, is still at a controlled price, which no longer reflects the 
actual cost of production. Because the last price increase in March 1982 was 
inadequate, the Company applied for a further price increase in August 1982, 
which to date has not been granted. The situation has worsened dramatically 
since the introduction of the parallel marketing, which has affected all the 
Company's costs with the exception of flour. 


The Company has also been operating with outdated equipment and old production 
techniques. To correct this, the Company has recently undertaken a major pro- 
gramme to upgrade its plants and has made a substantial investment in new 
equipment. This equipment, which was ordered earlier this year, has recently 
arrived in the island and is currently being installed. 


As a result of the greater productivity and efficiencies that will be achieved 
by the introduction of the new equipment, and the streamlining of the Company's 
product range, it has become necessary to make a number of staff redundant at 
all levels. Of the 109 redundancies, 10 are managerial, supervisory and 
administrative staff. 


The Company has been in consultation with the Unions and the Government agencies 
concerned with these problems. The future of the Company hinges on the early 
implementation of the internal reorganisation and the granting of an adequate 
price increase. The Company is hopeful that these matters will be resolved 
shortly.” 


The Jamaica Biscuit Company is a part of the Carreras Group of Companies. 
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CANE FARMERS PRESS GOVERNMENT FOR STATEMENT ON SUGAR 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 1 Aug 83 p 13 








[Text } 
KINGSTON, Suan., fargetted at 223,000 | --Not even half, I think, planned to close some 
(Cana): tons, has been scaled | of the average for the of the factories 

JAMAICAN cane | back to 198,000 tone— a | next crop has yet been | operated by the state- 

farmers are asking fissals say will still be.} gers are im- tion (NSC) 

the Government | difficult to reach by by the Govern- “The farmers are con- 

for a clear state- the time the crop ment and an agree- cerned about the 

ment on its inten- _—in September. ment was recentl ene eek oe 

tion for the future LOW SUCROSE signed under whic factories end f 


of the industry 
whose output of 
1983 is expected to 
fall beneath last 
year’s 30-year low, 
with little pros- | 
pect for im- 
provement in 1984. 











growers, held a special 
general meeting in 
ingston last week 
that on its 

the present state of 
the 

And according to 
Miss Mc , 
head of the associa- 
tions secretariat, an 
important resolution 





—— 


output, originally | 
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were plans ac- 
cording to a World 
Bank loan t, to 
close another and, in 
keeping with the Ad- 
ministration’s policy, 
divesting the rest to 
private sector. 
Last year a Govern- 
‘ment backbencher 


i 
& 
| 


Catherine Parish. 
Later, Minister 
Broderick told cane 
farmers in the eastern 
parish of St. Thomas | 
they would not be dis- 
placed and dismissed 
speculation that the 


ae re See tang 
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HOTEL ASSOCIATION RECOMMENDS RESPONSIVE FARMING PLANS 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 6 Aug 83 p 2 


[Text ] 


CSO: 
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The JHTA says it 
would like to see a well- 
organised production and 
marketing plan by farmers 
to take tal advantage of 
the opportunities which 
exist for agncultural prod- 
ucts in the hotel industry. 

This view was express- 
ed at a recent council 
meeting of the Jamaica 
Hotel and Tourst Associa 
tion when Mr. Russell Le 
Wars, general manager, 
reported on a conference 
mvolving omion growers 
which he attended ‘at the 


Ministry of Industry and ~ 


Commerce. The confer- 
ence was presided over by 
Mr. Anthony johnson, 
Mimister of State, and was 
also attended by Mr. Bruce 
Rickards of Grace’ Kenne- 
dy and Company and a 
deleganon from the All 
Island Onion Growers’ As- 
sociation. 


Mr. LeWars told the 


JHiTA meeting thar the 
proposal made by the on- 
ion growers representa- 
tives was that they were 
planning to produce all the 
onion requirements of the 
hotel industry. The hote- 
hers responded favourably 
to the proposal bur 
stressed the importance of 
quality and rehability of 
deliveries. 

It was decided that in- 
stead of having a one-crop 
supply system, it should be 
suggested to the omeon 
growers that they link with 
the Insh Potato Growers’ 
Association and see wheth- 
¢r a two-crop production 
and = marketing system 
could be put in place for 
the hotel industry. 

At this stage it was sug- 
gested that an over-all pian 
of farm supplies for the 
hotel industry was nec- 
essary and could possibly 
form part of “Agro 21”. 
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FUNDING AT ROOT OF PROBLEMS IN HOUSING, CONSTRUCTION 


Kingston THE DALLY GLEANER in 


fr 
t 


C] 


| 


BUILDING SOCIETIES 


| in Jamaica age still the 





main soarce from which 
small investors. can _se- 
cure mortgage loans 40 
buy a house. 

This 


housing eevslaper, on 
the ne ing 
home ma poe high 
interest om 


“There is a lor of ‘con- 
fusion in the minds of 


ay secking home .! 


oans, and some of them 
are even musled into with- 
drawing theif sdvings from 
building socwnes im order 
to make mew deposits in 
commercal banks, thus 
depleting the money thar is 
available to the building 
societies w 
lend.” he sand. 

“| would like to remind 
these pétsons har the 
building-socigsy Movement 
in jamaica he only uve 
established source from 
_ whence a poor person can 
«get a loan 19 buy a house. 
“Hundreds of  rhou- 


comment was | 
made this week by a, 


Mortgage Loan Sources 


English 6 Aug 83 p 13 


sands of homes in Jamaica 
today were acquired by 
loans trom busiding socie- 
ties. Interest rates on 4oans 
made by building societies 
are the lowest on the mar- 
ket today. 

“A man earning, Say, 
$250 per week who wishes 
to Own a home wilt, if he 
gets his mortgage throwgh 
the building socreties, be 
able to buy the house since 


their mrerest rates are the 


lowest, and this reflects on 
the monthly morgage re- 
payment. 
“Another thing. The 
building socteties are a)- 
ways rejuctam to foreclose 
a mor and rather seck © 
to find some method of 
helping she borrower to 


meer 


hich they use ro , Ment”. 


Because of the tight 


money situation, however, } 


some building sovieties are 
reserving whatever capital 
they have for lending to 
persons who have saved 
with them tor about two 
ycars or more, 

A spokesman for onc of 





the leading building socie- 
ties said that this ts so 
because savers expect ben- 
efits from the building so- 
Cieties. { 

“When money is plenti- 
ful, we extend it to non- 
savers, but when it 1s short 
our savers are expecting 
service and we have to 
take them into consider- 
auton,” he sau. 

This was borne out 
when the * 
checked on a number of 
persons wha are savers 
with the two largest build- 
ing societies in jamaica. 

One saver sard that one 
of the reasons why he 
saves with a building socie- 
ty 1s because he intends to 
own a home of his own, 


is monthly commit- | and he 1s looking to his 
€ building society to provide 
. the loan. 


Another saver said that 
the building societies have 
over the years shown keen 
interest in the welfare of 
persons who save with 
them and no amount of 
enticement could. get him 
away trom them. 
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Construction Industry Difficulties 
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[Text ] 


and con- 
ry 1s still 
in need of: money and 


_ those who are actively 
— engaged in it are hang- 


ing on in faith, hoping 
that 


‘wit be. 


done = anid ‘what very 
eatly — to save the 


employer of labour, and at 


the stam of the year cheer 
were great hopes thai there 
a be such = im- 
provement that nore la- 
bour would be employed, 
bur things have not 
| worked out as the builders 





upon one year pow are still 
unsold or unaccupied. Per- 
sons who made deposits 
on houses proved to be 
| unable to service the mor- 


inmeerest rates. 

In spite of the fact chat 
there is a Serious shortage 
of houses, those which are 
| now offered for sale 
‘are not being sold; and 


eer een o> =o 


‘Vigaste 
co by private lous-, 
he ae for close 


gages because of the high 


developers with schemes . 


on hand are nor quite cer- 
tai how “quickly chey are 
going co get them sold. 
“private housing de- 
veloper sard this week that 
uanle the © 
makes it possible for build- 


amount, while the tinan- 
cial organisation owns the’ 
other 25%. 

After a few years, if the 
purchaser is able to take 
on the other 25%, he 


Government. makes arrangements with 


the finance company to 
effect this. Or, after some 


mca on and grber. h- 
Organisations 1q years, when the premises is 
hold 25% equity. on tHe sold the finance company 


houses shey 
may be no hope for ‘the 


inance, there gets 25% of the value. 


“This is being done in 


induatry for a long cme to- other countnes and helps 


‘Explain: the equity 
aspect, the said ° 
that # a house is valued‘at 
$100,000, 
chaser would be 
upon to be ible for 
75%. te would make hrs 
deposit on the 75%, ar- 


then the pur- 
called ° 


persons and families who 
are. unable to meet the 
high cost of housing to 
own their own homes. It 
would be a boon ro our 
building industry and 
would help hundreds of 
house-seckers to own their 
homes casier,” the devel: 


range His mortgage of this Oper said. a 
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Increase in Cement Cost 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 8 Aug 83 pp 1, 14 





[Excerpts | 

HE QOUT-OF-the-factory price of cement 

goes up today by $2.07 cents a bag to $11.22 
per bag. 

The Hon. Douglas Vaz, Minister of Industry and Commerce, 
said yesterday that an application by the Caribbean’ Cement Co. to 
the Prices Commission tor a pnce increase of $3.57 per bag had 
been refused. Instead, the Pnces Commission had recommended 
$1.50 per bag less than the company applied for, for an increase of 
$2.07 a bag, which recommendation has been accepted by the 
Government. 

The new ex factory price is theretore Mary, Clarendon, St. Ann and Manches- 
>11.22 per bag as trom today. A 34% — ter, and Zone 3, the panshes of Trelaw- 
nerease has also been allowed to ce- ny, St. Elizabeth, St. James, Hanover 
nent haulage truckers for Zone 1. This and Westmoreland.) 
equates to an addimonal 25 cents per Nir. Vaz said that whereas the Ce- 
bag: Zone 2 43% cents per bag, and = me it Company sought to address an 
Zone } 61 cents per bag overall price increase review in its apphi- 

1} tal selling prices of cement caron, the Prices Commission ruled that 
will riers me 1 $13.30 per bag; increased efficiency, particularly fuel 
Tone 2. $1402 per bag: and Zone 3: — efficiency, should be tackled by the 
>14 bag management 

Lnder the. Coment Control Order, Mr. Vaz said that the company’s 
Jone | the panshes of Kingston and 


st Andrew: Zone 2 is the pal shes of St 


Omas Portland St { atherimne, St. 


rehabilitation programme is going on, 
and the shortages of the past and the 
need to import cement have now 


ceased, as production now exceeds de- 
mand. 

At the end of the programme, he 
said, the Cement Company is targeted 
to resume its export of cement. 


CSO: S298 /8R69 
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FIVE BUSINESSMEN PART OF THAILAND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 8 Aug 83 p 14 


{Text ] 


CSO: 


Jamaica and Thailand are pioncering a 
project in business development in developing 
countries and five Jamaican businessmen have 


teen selected to participate. 

They are Mr. Ancile Gloudon, Mr. Peter Buckley, 
Dr. lan Sangster, Mr. Hugh Nash and Dr. Paul Chen 
Young, who have been selected by the United Nations 
Industral Development Organisation and the U.S. Agen- 
cv tor International Development. 

According to a news release from the United 
Nations Development Programme here, the project 1s a 
new venture which the UNIDO has promoted as a 
South-to South dialogue for countnes in non-compet- 
itive marketing spheres, and which the USAID in 
W ashingron, D.C., 1s funding. 

Jamaica and Thailand are the first two countries 
which are being used as a test run for this businessman- 
to- businessman approach to economic development, 
the news release says. 

Mr. Gloudon, president of the Jamaica Orchid 
Society, has just returned from Bangkok where he made 





an extensive study of the successful methods used by 
Thar floncultursts in exporting orchids. 

Members of the next group to depart will be M>-. 
Buckley, Mr. Nash and Dr. Sangster. The fifth entrepre- 
neur, Dr. Chen Young, will visit Thailand at a later 
date 
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York, and the ALD. in Washington, D.C.. It was made 
directly to the individuals concerned. 

Thar businessmen are expected to arrive Wi 
shortly, and the first one, Mr Somsak Sinphramwer 
should have come in over the weekend. He 1s interme 
in spices and should be here unt:l August 16.. 

The project will be extended later to include — 
tor feasibility studies, and return tnps, depending om Bh 


utial business contacts . ~ we 


—_—— 


success of the it 


-* 


The Thais have expressed interest im possibile links 
for joint ventures with Jamaican businessmen, in several 
sectors which are of interest to them such as the 
manufacture of cigars, rum, and the licensing of famous 
rum brand-names for marketing in the East 

Being considered on the Jamaican side are jornt 
ventures with Thai businessmen in trading in spices. and 
possible links between Jamaican importers and fashion 
producers who wish to use Thar silk or convert silk 
goods for use in the CARICOM Market. and their Thai 
counterpart. 

Rattan furniture, and split-bamboo technolog: 1s 
also being investigated. 

The travel grant was made on a personal basis 
through the UNIDO Office of Investment in New 
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CARL STONE LISTS QUESTIONABLE ASPECTS OF U.S. BASIN PLAN 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 8 Aug 83 p 8 


[Art icle by Carl Stone | 


THE PASSAGE by the US. Leg- 
islarure of the Bill embodying the 
trade and investment areas of the 
Canbbean Basin Initiative represents 
1 significant victory tor the Seaga- 
Reagan alliance in its effort to open 
she doors to greater Canbbean-US. 
CONOM link WS 
Caven the depressed 
tate ot the Jamarcan economy and the 
Contracting levels of domestic consumer 
buying power, many entrepreneurs who 
are now struggling to avoid bankruprcy 
might well be rescued by the life line of 
Opportunities ottered by the CBI. 


$3 


+" * Doubts daa 


For many grasping these opportun 
cS might mean moving out of an 
tablished line ot production into 
omething new that offers better export 
marker prospects But economic survival 
nght require precisely that kind of 
frastic Change. There are doubts, how 
ever, whether many of our established 


trepreneurs have the dynamism to 

hange gears rhis tashion. Several 

tactors suggest the need for caution in 

( ng r new economn 

ti ry mrawd tollowing on the 
issuge ot the CBI 


ipstls roo title of the detailed 
sults of market appraisals done on the 
‘ Ket Opport nities seems to have 
en dissentnated widely to nany sec 
ms ot the lamarcan private sector. A 
ew throst towards mobilising prvate 
ror awareness needs to be mounted 
y the spective government agencies 
which have this kind of vital intorma- 


Secondly, there 1s a serious shortage 
of venture capital and the necessary 
long term financing (at reasonable rates 
of interest) to facilitate major invest- 
ment activity in this direction. 

Thirdly, the ability of individual 
Caribbean countnes to secure these 
trade opportunities offered by the CBI 
will depend a great deal on the level of 
toreign capital these economies are able 
to attract. Here, Jamaica ts at a distinct 
disadvantage. Our labour rates are stil! 
out of line with cheap labour economies 
like the Dominican Republic and Hast: 
where labour 1s docile and not given to 
wild industrial action tantrums. Our 
constantly complaining private sector 


people do a destructive job of turning 


off prospective foreign investors with 


their exaggerated, “or projections 
about the Jamaica 


usiness environ 
ment 
Fourthly, we have not ver developed 


the capability to move large quantities 
of export products from Jamaica to 
overseas markets with acceptable levels 
of effiniency and rehabilitv. Yer no 
eftort is being made to open up this arr 


wee we ee ee ew -——-—-— 


transport cargo service to greater com- 
petition. 

Fifthly, much of our existing man- 
ufacturing productive capacity 1s obso- 
lete, inefficient and uncompetitive in 
terms of cost and quality of finished 
product. In those areas where we can 
compete, our capacity to a in 
large quantities 1s extremely limued. To 
correct these weaknesses 1s going [o 
demand a considerable modernising and 
expansion of equipment and machinery 
in the Jamaican economy. That cant 
happen overnight in a penod of high 
intere fates, scarce hard currency and 
nervo. foren:n investors 





— 





CSO: 


wathly, many Of our areas Of great 
potential money earners in agro-industry 
are plagued with raw matenal supply 
problems that are not correctable in the 
short run. 

Finally, the economic policy drift 
since January has demoralised large 
sections of the Jamaican pnvate sector 
and this has left many of them withour 
the will and spirit to take on new 
challenges. 

Finally, the irrational system of allo- 
cating access to foregn exchange ts a 
major stumbling block on the path of 
any genuine interest by entrepreneurs to 
move into new areas and to expand 
their present areas of production. The 
government presides over an absurd 
situation where merchants and others 
are “gobbling up” most of the foreign 
exchange while genuine manufacturers 
with great potential to earn more for- 
cign exchange or with existing track 
potential to earn more foreign exchange 
or with existing track records of impres- 
sive torewgn exchange carnings are liter- 
ally at ther ‘wits end’ to tind a few 
dollars to buy. Unul this financial mess 
is straightened out | fail to see how the 
brightest of opportunites for export 
expansion are going to be adequately 
grasped by the private sector. 
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4 Guide the process 


If CBI 1s to have maximum impact, 
the response to these opportunities can- 
not be left up to the workings af so- 
called free market forces. If that ap- 
—_ 1s — no! yw whole exercise 
will not get the present stage of 
the poliical victory in the US. Con- 


gress 

The age er needs to guide the 
process by identifying the dynamic en- 
trepreneurs with the dnve, competence 
and capability to get investment capital 
and technical assistance to get the ball 
rolling. 

Yecondly, small economies like ours 
cannot h export expansion in 
shotgun fashion trying to produce an 
antinite vanety of products. The whole 
operation nas to focus on some central 
product areas so as to get the benefit of 
specialisation, market impact and econ 
omies of scale and to maximise our 
ability to produce adequate quantities 
for big markets. This will require careful 


sector planning and « sector 
guidance and leadership. rs 
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TS OF 'AGGRESSION' ON HEALTH SERVICES DETAILED 


Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 8 Jul 83 p 4 


Text] As a salute to the fourth anniversary of the creation 
of SNUS [Sole National Health Program] by decree of the Junta 
of tne Government of National Reconstruction on 8 August 1979, 
MINSA [Ministry of Health] reports to our people on the prob- 
lems faced because of the imperialist aggression and on the 
accomplishments of SNUS. 





All tne friendly peoples and governments that love peace and progress know 
tnat tne brazen war of imperialist aggression against our fatherland demands 

a greater effort from all the health workers to defeat it and advance along 
the victorious road outlined by our people to conquer the future. This crimi- 
nal war tnat the enemy nas unleashed in the military, political, ideological, 
economic, diplomatic and social field to implant terror, systematically use up 
our resources and blockade us internationally tries to destroy the conquests 
of tnis heroic people. 


In defense of these conquests of the revolution, 15 health workers have died. 


Porfirio Blandon Beravides, a worker in the control and eradication of malaria, 
was murdered on 14 December 1981 while working in the mountains of Waslala. 


Reynaldo Garcia Montenegro was murdered at his job in San Francisco del Norte 
on 17 June 1982. 


Juan Benito Altamirano died in combat on 16 December 1982. 


Francisco Soto Calderon, secretary general of the dermatological hospital union, 
was murdered in Matagalpa Department in January 1983. 


Carlos Lacayo Manzanares, an exemplary worker of the Manolo Morales Peralta 
Hospital, died in combat in February 1983. 


Pierre Grosjean, a French internationalist doctor, was killed on 26 March 1983 
in a mortar attack on civilians in Rancho Grande where he was making a study 
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Ambrosio Raudales Lopez, an ambulance driver, was murdered while taking pa- 
tients to the Ocotal Hospital on 28 March 1983. 


Julio Mora Aburto, a worker at the Bertha Calderon Hospital in Managua, died 
in combat in April 1983. 


Carlos Cisneros died witn comrade Mora; he was an example to the workers of 
tne Silvia Ferrufino Health Center. 


Two nealtn brigade comrades were murdered in Chinandega Department in April 
1983 for the simple reason that they were health leaders in their peasant 
community. 


Albert Pflaum, an internationalist doctor from the FRG, was murdered on 
30 April 1983 along with nursing comrades Dolores del Socorro Lopez Hernandez 
and Adelina Ortega Castro while providing service in the town of Wiwili. 


In addition to these heroes and martyrs, counterrevolutionary activities have 
seriously wounded 9 worker comrades and 12 comrades have been kidnapped and 
subsequently tortured and violated. 


In spite of this list of deaths, the health sector has sent 450 reservists to 
the infantry battalions. They have carried out combat missions in defense of 
the fatherland. It also has thousands of militiamen who are waiting to join 
in the fulfillment of their patriotic duty on the front line. 


Damage to infrastructure 


Due to armed counterrevolutionary attacks, seven health units in Special Zone 
No. 1 have been closed since December 1981. They were located along the snore 
of Rio Coco. These include a hospital in Bilwaskarma, a health center in Was- 
pan and five health posts in San Carlos, La Esperanza, Cabo Gracias, Bismona 
and Halover. 


At Christmastime that year, Dr Mirna Cunnighan Kaim, regional health director, 
and a nurse who accompanied her were kidnapped and taken to Honduran territory 
wnere they were violated and tortured. They were later released under the 
threat of death if they continued their health work. 


Jur revolution responded to the aggressions against the people by moving the 
inhabitants of those communities to more secure places in the settlements of 
Wasminona, Zumbila, Shasa, Columbus and Espanolita. New health units were 
establisned there to provide services. 


with the exacerbation of counterrevolutionary activities deeper inside the 
country since June 1982, nine nealth units were closed in Wisconsin, Tasba- 
Pain, Santa Martha, Sinsin /awa Bar, Krukira, Yulu, Wounta and Sandy Bay. 


* . , + sc> ne . . . : . ~ ey e = , B ~~ . | - 
in April 1983 they burned the community of Slilma Lila and, consequently, the 
neaitn post in tnat community. 





However, the health sector has responded in that special zone with mobile bri- 
gades to all these towns when conditions permit. 


In addition, the hospital in Puerto Cabezas (regional capital) was expanded 
and tne Rosita Health Center was transformed into a rural hospital. 


Physical damage to MINSA institutions in Region No. 1 by the counterrevolution- 
ary forces includes the following: 


Complete destruction of the health post in Ciudad Antigua, Nueva Segovia 
Department; 


Partial damage to the health posts in Santa Maria and San Fernando and the Ji- 
caro Health Center, all in Nueva Segovia Department; 


Theft of everything at the Pericon health post in Telpaneca, Madriz Department, 
tne post in Pueblo Nuevo, Esteli Department, and Dipilito health post, Nueva 
Segovia Department; 


Destruction of the Teotecacinte health post by mortar attack from Honduran 
territory; and 


Ambush and destruction of the Ocotal and Jicaro hospital ambulances and the 
jeeps located in Jalapa, San Juan de Rio Coco and Quilali. 


In Region V 

Tne Santa Rosa health post in Nueva Guinea was destroyed. 

The Rama mobile health post was robbed twice. 

In Region VI 

Tne Lyas health post was completely burned cown. 

Tne completion of construction of seven health posts and the Matagalpa Re- 
gional Hospital and the beginning of construction of 15 other health posts 
were delayed. 

Services by the personnel of the health posts in Walana, Wilique, El Toro, La 
Rica, Planes de Vilan, Santa Cruz, Bijagual and Naranjo have stopped for rea- 
sons of security. 


In Region II 


The San Pedro health post in Chinandega Department has had to stop services 
to the people on four occasions due to the war situation. 


From the economic point of view, the imperialist destruction and theft of our 
health units can be estimated at 2,155,852 cordobas. However, the closing of 
services cannot be evaluated monetarily since health is a duty of the state 
and an inalienable right of our people. 





Evacuated Towns 


In order to preserve the life and physical integrity of the people, our Govern- 
ment of National Reconstruction has ordered the evacuation of the zones most 
affected by the counterrevolutionary attacks. These include the following: 


In Special Zone I 


In January 1982, 7,700 Misquitos were evacuated from the shores of Rio Coco 
to Tasba-Pri. Adding the settlements of Santo Tomas de Umbra, Washiminona, 
Shasa, Sumubila and Columbus, about 9,500 people were evacuated. 


In Region I 


This year 8,610 people who live on the border in Teotecacinte, El Carbon, Na- 
masli, Cusmapa and nearby communities have been evacuated to Vigia, Escambray, 
Jalapa, San Luis, San Bartolo and El Coco. 


In Region II 


About 5,500 people have been evacuated from the communities of Palo Grande, 
Guasaule, Pilon, Torres, San Pedro, La Bijagua, El Panal, Jaime Meza and sur- 
rounding areas to Cuyaulipe, Los Limones, Los Araditos and Carrizal. 


In Region IV 


They nave had to evacuate 4,000 people from the communities of Raiti, San An- 
dres de Bocay, Yakalpaniani, Wani Hawake and bordering areas to the interior 
of Jinotesa and Matagalpa departments. 


In Special Zone III * 


They are now evacuating the people who live on the shore of Rio San Juan bor- 
dering Costa Rica to the interior of that department. 


These evacuations were expected to have a negative effect since already planned 
health centers have had to be moved with the corresponding delay and subsequent 
lack of protection for the communities where the health development was origi- 
nally planned. This overloads the immigration centers which could affect the 
juality of care. In addition to the above, it is necessary to consider supply 
difficulties, crowding and the danger of epidemic outbreaks. 


However, all the above has been faced through the tenacity, dedication and un- 
selfisnness of th: health workers and our people organized in their mass 
Structures. 


From different regions in the country, 27 health brigades made up of doctors, 
nurses, sanitation workers, epidemiologists, etc., have been mobilized to con- 
front the problem. 





[ne mass organizations have formed structures of self-defense. In the field 
of health, there are thousands of health brigade members qualified to provide 
primary care and basic sanitation. 


Effect on Internationalist Aid Plans 


Tne murder of two internationalist doctors has meant the withdrawal of 10 doc- 
tors, 7 nurses and a laboratory technician from priority areas and areas with 
difficult communications in Region VI at the instruction of their respective 
governments. They have had to be relocated in urban areas or in other regions, 
weakening the priority areas. However, the willingness of all the internation- 
alist comrades is magnificent; they would be willing to remain in their origi- 
nal work areas. 


The effect on the plans of international aid can be translated into: 

1. The shipment of new human resources; 

2. Economic aid for infrastructure projects in priority areas; and 

3. Support through the donation of mobile units, materials and equipment. 
Popular Participation in the Zone of Aggression 

Jur revolution has been characterized by broad popular participation in all 
health activities through the formation of primary care brigades, midwives 
and health posts. It is also necessary to note tne participation of the com- 
munity through mass organizations in the selection and construction of shelters. 
One example of popular participation is the brilliant accomplishments achieved 


in Region I during the third mobilization of the JPS [expansion unknown], es- 
pecially in the area of counterrevolutionary operations: 








Area Percentage 
‘cotal and Dipilto 91 
Cusmapa 87 
Jalapa 75 
Jicaro Murra 82 
Santa Maria 88 
San Juan de Rio Coco 84 


Strategic Projects Promoted by MINSA in Affected Regions 


In spite of all the above, there has been a political decision by our Junta 

of the Government of National Reconstruction to improve the health standards 

of our people through increased coverage, even in the zones where the imperial- 
ist military aggression has intensified. 





Regions I and VI include the following plans: 
Extension of PIAAS [expansion unknown] to the entire region; 
Training of nurse's aides for counterrevolutionary zones; 


Training of community's own resources (brigade members and midwives) im coun- 
terrevolutionary zones; 


Opening of health posts in counterrevolutionary zones; 
Support of Pronorte Project; 

Support to 5-year plan for nutritional attention; 
Implementation of strict epidemiological supervision; 
Encouragement and support to JPS; and 


Implementation of volunteer brigades from unaffected regions to embattled 
regions. 


In this way, MINSA reports on different ways the development of its programs 
are affected due to the situation that our country confronts. 


Nevertheless, the health of the people progresses: 


1. There are now 446 primary care units (health posts and centers) and 46 
hospitals including rural, intensive care and chronic care hospitals compared 
to 172 and 37, respectively, in 1977. 


2. The number of doctors per 10,000 inhabitants has increased from 5.37 in 
1977 to 6.47 in 1982. The number of dentists increased from 0.56 per 10,000 
to 0.78, nurses from 2.28 to 3.35, nurse's aides from 11.87 to 13.90 and other 
professional and technical personnel from 2.25 to 5.79. 


3. Budget allocations to the health sector represented 11 percent of the na- 
tional budget in 1982 compared to 8 percent in 1977. 


4, Services provided: 
Medical Consultations 


This went from 2.4 million provided in 1977--a rate of one (1) visit per in- 
habitant--to 6.03 million visits in 1982, a rate of 2.06 visits per inhabitant. 
if the total consultations, 60 percent take place in health centers and posts 
as a result of the priority given to primary care in our country. Since 1980 
there has been greater coverage in other regions of the country, ending the 
historic concentration of medical consultations in the Pacific regions under 
Somozism. 





Dental Visits 


Tnese went from 203,000 in 1977 to 417,000 in 1982, doubling services with an 
indicator of 0.08 visits per inhabitant in 1977 and 0.14 in 1982. 


Laboratory Tests 


In 1977, 2.452 billion tests were done in the country. This rose to 3.62 bil- 
lion in 1982. 


Motner-Child Program 


The activities of these programs are mainly preventive. They are carried out 
by nursing personnel and recorded separately from medical consultations. 


Prenatal Supervision 

This is a program that has been well received by the people as demonstrated by 
its rapid growth in 1982 compared to 1981 (137,620 cases compared to 244,627). 
The mass organizations, particularly AMNLAE [Luisa Amanda Espinoza Association 
of Nicaraguan Women], have played a decisive role in this subprogram. 

b) Hospital deliveries: 

There were 41,947 in 1977 and 59,692 in 1982. 


c) Postnatal care: 


There was a large increase in 1982 compared to 1981 (from 6,635 cases to 
25,159). Coverage also increased due to expected deliveries. 


Child Care 

a) Supervision of growth and development: 

This has gone from 176,072 cases in 1981 to 313,958 in 1982. 

b) Supervision of malnutrition: 

In 1981, there were 72,904 under the program. In 1982, this doubled to 143,658. 
Follow-ups went from 55,482 to 148,830, making a total of 128,362 cases in 1981 
and 287,824 in 1982. 

c) URO [Speech Therapy Units]: 


There has been constant growth in this activity since 1920 when there were 
71,576 cases. There were 95,674 in 1981 and 141,144 in 1982. 


Immunizations: 


In 1977, three immunizations (BCG tuberculosis, polio and DPT) were given. 
There are records of 932,098 doses given in the republic. Since the revolution 
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and due to the importance given to these activities, we can verify the efforts 
made in the number of doses given of the six basic immunizations (BCG, measles, 
polio, DPT, DT and TT). In 1980, there were 1,790,343 doses given. In 1981, 
there were 2,544,396 and 3,859,174 in 1982. This demonstrates the increase in 
these activities at the institutional level as well as in coordination with 

the mass organizations. 


In terms of impact, this means that there have been notable improvements in 
the number of cases of diseases preventable by vaccination per 100,000 inhabi- 
tants. The figures by disease are: polio, from 1.45 in 1977 to 0 in 1982; 
measles, from 36.39 to 7.74; whooping cough, from 31.94 to 13.53; diphtheria, 
from 0.08 to 0.06; and tetanus, down to 3.73. With respect to BCG vaccina- 
tions, priority has been given to newborns and students, going from 81,228 
doses in 1980 to 210,832 in 1982. 


Hospitals 


a) Admissions: In 1977, there were 124,890 hospital admissions in the country 
which increased to 196,664 in 1982. 


b) Surgery: There were 36,052 operations in 1977 and 55,603 in 1982. 


c) Hospital mortality: In 1977, the gross mortality was 3.9. There is now a 
widespread downward trend in gross mortality (3.1 in 1980, 2.5 in 1981 and 
2.35 in 1982) as well as in the net mortality rate (1.47 in 1980, 1.14 in 
1981 and 1.0 in 1982). 


In spite of the aggression and limitations, we commit ourselves to improve 
the quality of health services. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


ARROWROOT PRODUCTION INCREASES ; NEW PROBLEMS SURFACE 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 9 Aug 83 p 7 


[Text ] 


1 125 acres yielded 2.1 
pounds of starch. 

While presenting his govern- 
ment's 1963/84 here last 
month, Prime Milton 


CSO: 3298/871 


The hardest hit area is 


— to be Mt. Bentinck, 23 
north-east of here 


But officials said the sugar in- 
dustry's biological control 
laboratory there is 














COUNTRY SECTLON 


ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


FUNDS SOUGHT TO FINANCE EXTENSION OF AIRPORT RUNWAY 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 8 Aug 83 p 3 


[Text] 


CSO: 


KINGSTOWN, St. Vincent, Sunday, 
(CANA) — The St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines Government is for 
man alert hoses Valo, post . 

a at 
Kingstown, Minister of Com- 
m tions, Works and Labour Arthur 
Wiliams has announced here. 
Williams erat British firm 


The study also included the 

of the surface of the 

entire runway, together with the 

acquisition of Airport a su 
Facilities. 

Government said in order to meet the 
cost of the extension, it would have to 
secure assistance either by way of 
grants or concessionary loan terms 
with a to schedule of repayment of 
principal. 

Funds for the a 
project, are not now readily forth 
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coming, but Communications, Works 
and Labour Minister Arthur Williams 


said at rate $1 million (one EC 
dollar 37 cents U.S.) has been set 
aside for improvement during 
the current 


year. 
Arnos Vale airport has been 
classified as a ‘‘feeder airport’’, 
capable of accommodating inter- 
pomen services by pisten or t prop 


wat the aizport, both and take 
offs must be over the sea to the south 
because of the hills at the northern or 
land-end of the runway. 

This down take off means that 
aircrafts must operate below full 
load capacity in high wind conditions. 

The extension of the runway 
would however make it ble for 
aircrafts of the size of the BAC 111, the 
DC 9 yop pe hay! to use the 
airport and w greatly improve air- 
communication between St. Vincent 
— a 








COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


BRIEFS 


LABOUR PARTY CONFERENCE--Castries, St. Lucia, Friday, (CANA)--The Opposition 
St. Lucia Labour Party (SLP) is pressing ahead with plans for its crucial 
August 28 annual conference expected to resolve a leadership controversy 
which has split the party into two factions. The split came after its massive 
defeat at the polls in general elections here in May last year. This followed 
nearly three years of intense political turmoil within the party culminating 
in its being thrown out of office under intense public pressure. The confer- 
ence is being endorsed by both factions, one led by Neville Cenac, the Parlia- 
mentary Leader of the Opposition and the other by Cecil Lay, the party's other 
M.P. and former leader Peter Josie. It has as its theme "Unity brings victory" 
and the keynote address will be delivered by Leonard St. Hill, a St. Lucian 
engineer and town planner now residing in Barbados. A joint statement issued 
by the two factions said that the conference was being seen as the continuous 
process of reuniting and rebuilding the labour elements. [Text] [Bridgetown 
BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 6 Aug 83 p 3] 


BY-ELECTION CANDIDACIES--Kingstown, St. Vincent, Sunday (CANA)--The ruling 

St. Vincent Labour Party (SVLP) has named a government Senator, Valcina Ash, to 
contest a by-election to fill a seat made vacant by the death of two months ago 
of former Minister of Home Affairs, A.T. Woods, according to the week-end STAR 
newspaper, mouthpiece of the Labour Party. The new Democratic Party (DNP) of 
Opposition Leader James Mitchell earlier this week named a former civil servant 
Herbert Young, as its candidate for the by-election. Two other Opposition 
parties, Movement for National Unity (MNU) of Dr. Ralph Gonsalves, and the 
United People's Movement (UPM) of Oscar Allen have said they will not be con- 
testing the by-election. [Text] [Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 

8 Aug 83 p 3] 
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